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1 Introduction 

This Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE) has been prepared on behalf of 

Earth Power Technologies Sydney Pty Limited (Earth Power) (the applicant) to 

support a Development Application (DA) to the City of Parramatta Council 

(Council) for the erection of a storage tank at a food biomass waste-to-energy 

facility at Lot 23 DP874055 being 2-8 Thackeray Street, Camellia (subject site). 

The proposal involves the following.   

• Erection of a storage tank at the north-west portion of the site with a 

height of 12.4 metres. 

• Installation of connecting walkway and access stairs to roof.  

• No alterations proposed to the current threshold (> 50,000 tonnes) under 

the existing Environment Protection Licence (EPL) for the site or any other 

aspect of the existing operations. 

The SEE includes an assessment of the proposed works in terms of the matters for 

consideration as listed under Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979 (EPAA) and should be read in conjunction with information 

annexed to this report as outlined in the Table of Contents. Specifically, the SEE 

includes the following information: 

• Description of the site in its local context; 

• Identifies the proposed works;  

• Identifies and addresses relevant policies; 

• Assessment against relevant State and Council plans and policies; and 

• Assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of 

mitigation measures.  

This SEE has found that the proposal will increase efficiency of processes on site 

that enables the orderly and economic use and development of the land. The 

proposed storage tank will increase the current food waste storage capacity on 

site for a more consistent feed to the anaerobic digester. This will lead to better 

operational performance including a more efficient management of peaks in 

volume of food waste incoming to site.  

This DA will not alter the current threshold (> 50,000 tonnes) under the existing 

Environment Protection Licence (EPL) for the site or any other aspect of the 

existing operations. 

The proposal generally complies with key controls in Parramatta Local 

Environmental Plan 2011 (PLEP 2011) and Parramatta Development Control Plan 

(PDCP 2011, with sufficient justification provided for any variation; has minor and 

manageable environmental impacts; and is compatible with the existing and 

desired local area character. 
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Figure 3 – View looking east at site, depicting location of storage tank to left of frame. 

(Source: Google Maps) 

 

 

 Figure 4 – View looking north at site, depicting access from Grand Avenue (Source: Google 

Maps) 

  



 

  10 

 

3 The Proposal 

3.1 Overview  

This Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE) has been prepared on behalf of 

Earth Power Technologies Sydney Pty Limited (Earth Power) (the applicant) to 

support a Development Application (DA) to the City of Parramatta Council 

(Council) for the erection of a storage tank at a food biomass waste-to-energy 

facility at Lot 23 DP874055 being 2-8 Thackeray Street, Camellia (subject site). 

The proposal involves the following.   

• Erection of a storage tank at the north-west portion of the site with a 

proposed height of 12.4m to the rim of the tank. 

• Installation of connecting walkway and access stairs to roof.  

• No alterations proposed to the current threshold (> 50,000 tonnes) under 

the existing Environment Protection Licence (EPL) for the site or any other 

aspect of the existing operations. 

 

 

Figure 5 – North and East Elevation of proposed storage tank (Source: James Gatley Architects) 
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Figure 6 – Floor plan of proposed storage tank (Source: James Gatley Architects) 

3.2 Proposal description  

The proposal is related to the erection of a storage tank at the north-western 

portion of the site. 

The proposal works will include: 

• Construction of a steel storage tank at height of 12.4m 

• Construction of the concrete foundation 

• Externally painted - similar colour as other site tanks (Classic Cream) 

• Installation of stairs for access to roof 

• Installation of a handrail around roof perimeter 

The operation remains largely the same as the proposed storage tank will 

replace previous smaller tanks at the same location. The current processes on 

the site and threshold under the EPL remains unchanged.  
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4 Planning Assessment  

Mecone has undertaken an assessment of the proposal against the relevant 

planning and environmental legislation and guidelines to identify potential 

environmental impacts and mitigation measures. The potential environmental 

impacts and their mitigation measures are discussed below. 

4.1 Environmental Planning Instruments 

4.1.1 SEPP (Resilience and Hazards) 2021 

Chapter 4 of the Resilience and Hazards SEPP 2021 provides a Statewide 

planning approval to the remediation of contaminated land.  This chapter aims 

to promote the remediation of contaminated land for the purpose of reducing 

the risk of harm to human health or any other aspect of the environment. 

The remediation of contaminated soil for the site has been addressed as part of 

pervious DA consent DA/849/1995 on 26 March 1996. Under this DA, a 

remediation strategy was proposed to enable sufficient clearing of the site 

contamination to permit ongoing industrial usage of the site and to prevent any 

contamination spreading off the site.  

All works proposed under this DA will be carried out within (not breaching) the 

remediation cap approved under DA/849/1995. It is considered likely that the 

consent authority will not require a preliminary site investigation as the proposal 

is in consistency with current use of the site for a food biomass facility and no 

changes to land use is proposed. 

It is anticipated that Council will impose conditions of consent in response to 

these recommendations under DA/849/1995 and no further assessment of 

contamination is required under this DA. 

Having regard to the above, the development complies with Chapter 4 of the 

Resilience and Hazards SEPP and the site is suitable for the proposal. 

4.1.2 SEPP (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021 

The site is subject to the provisions of Chapter 10 under the Biodiversity and 

Conservation SEPP 2021. Chapter 10 relates to the previous provisions of the 

Sydney Regional Environmental Plan (Sydney Harbour Catchment) 2005. The site 

is identified as within the Foreshores and Waterways Area. 

The key relevant planning principles for land within the Foreshores and 

Waterways Area include:  

• development should protect, maintain and enhance the natural assets 

and unique environmental qualities of Sydney Harbour and its islands and 

foreshores, 
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be the same colour as the other structures (digesters) on the site for consistency, 

Colorbond Classic Cream. 

The proposed bulk and scale of the tank is smaller in height, depth and volume 

to the existing tank located east of the proposed tank. The height of the new 

tank is 12.4m to the rim at the existing ground level and 19.3m AHD to the crown 

which is below the existing tank’s height of 21.0m AHD to the crown. 

The chosen articulation elements, façade and colour schedule provide for an 

industrially suitable outcome. 

 

Figure 7 – Finishes Schedule and Section of proposed tank (Source: James Gatley Architects) 
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5.2 Aboriculture 

No tree removal is proposed nor any adverse impacts to existing trees under this 

application. 

5.3 Contamination and Salinity  

The proposed development is for a storage tank to an existing industrial building 

and remains consistent with the existing land use on the site. As considered under 

Section 4.1.1, the application is consistent with the Resilience and Hazards SEPP. 

All works proposed under this DA will be carried out within the remediation cap 

approved under DA/849/1995. It is considered likely that the consent authority 

will not require a preliminary site investigation as the proposal is in consistency 

with current use of the site for a food waste to energy facility and no changes to 

land use is proposed. 

It is anticipated that Council will impose conditions of consent in response to 

these recommendations under DA/849/1995 and no further assessment of 

contamination is required under this DA.  

5.4 Stormwater  

The proposed stormwater management system for the site will connect to 

existing stormwater network on the site.  

Stormwater Management Plans including an Erosion & Sediment Control Plan 

(Neilly Davies, March 2022) have been provided under separate cover to support 

the DA.  

The stormwater management system has been designed in accordance with 

the provisions of the Parramatta DCP 2011 and Council standards.  

5.5 Traffic and access 

No increases to traffic are associated with this proposed development noting no 

additional staff, customers and truck movements are anticipated because of this 

DA.  

Vehicular access to the site will remain unchanged with ingress to site via a 

driveway at Thackeray Street and egress to site via a driveway at Grand Avenue. 

A connecting walkway and access stair is proposed for access to the roof of the 

storage tank. 

The storage tanks will allow efficient management of incoming waste for a 

consistent feed to the anaerobic digester with no anticipated negative impacts 

to traffic and access. 
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Figure 8– East elevation of proposed storage tank showing new connecting walkway and access 

stair (Source: James Gatley Architects) 

5.6 Waste  

A Waste Management Plan (WMP) has been prepared and provided under 

separate cover (March 2022) to provide information regarding construction and 

on-going waste. A construction waste storage area has been designated on the 

site, west of the proposed tank as provided on the Construction Waste Bin 

Location Map (March 2022). Construction waste collection trucks are proposed 

to enter the site via Grand Avenue with access to the construction waste storage 

bin and exit the site via Thackeray Street. 

5.7 Suitability of the site 

As largely addressed throughout this SEE, the site is considered suitable for the 

development. The proposed residential development is found to be suitable for 

the site and is not expected to result in any adverse environmental impacts.  
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7 Conclusion 

This SEE has been prepared on behalf of Earth Power Technologies (for a 

development application to City of Parramatta Council for the erection of a 

storage tank at a food biomass waste-to-energy facility at Lot 23 DP874055 being 

2-8 Thackeray Street, Camellia.  

The proposal involves the following.   

• Erection of a storage tank at the north-west portion of the site with a 

height of 12.4 metres to the rim. 

• Installation of connecting walkway and access stairs to roof.  

• No alterations proposed to the current threshold (> 50,000 tonnes) under 

the existing Environment Protection Licence (EPL) for the site or any other 

aspect of the existing operations. 

This statement describes the proposed works in the context of relevant planning 

controls and policies applicable to the form of the development proposed. In 

addition, the statement provides an assessment of those relevant heads of 

consideration pursuant to section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979 (EPAA). 

In summary, those matters for consideration in the assessment of the 

Development Application under Section 4.15 of ‘The Act’ have been satisfied by 

the proposed residential subdivision. In particular, the impacts of the 

development are considered to be minimal and acceptable. 

It is therefore concluded that the proposed development is in the public interest, 

and it is recommended that the Development Application be approved. 




