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MINUTE OF THE LORD MAYOR 

ITEM NUMBER 8.1 

SUBJECT Celebrating Diwali  

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519840 

REPORT OF Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter         
 
 

CSP THEME: Welcoming 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Nil 
 
PURPOSE: To wish the City of Parramatta community a Happy Diwali. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council wish the City of Parramatta community a Happy Diwali following 

recent celebrations of the festival of lights, including the City of Parramatta’s 
Diwali in the Hall: Tapestry of Lights event held on Sunday 24 November 2024 
at Parramatta Town Hall. 

(b) That the Lord Mayor write to Multicultural NSW and other relevant stakeholders 
to explore options for enhancing future Diwali celebrations and festivals in the 
City of Parramatta, including a potential destination event, sponsorships and/or 
strategic partnerships. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Diwali (or Deepavali) is a festival of lights and one of the major festivals 

celebrated by Hindus, Jains and Sikhs. Diwali takes place annually and lasts for 
five days, marking the start of the Hindu New Year.  
 

2. The word Diwali (or Deepavali) means “row of lights” in Sanskrit and people 
celebrate the festival by decorating their homes with lights and oil lamps, called 
“diyas.”  Diwali commemorates different Hindu, Jain and Sikh legends about 
good deities triumphing over evil. During Diwali, friends and families exchange 
gifts and sweets, enjoy delicious feasts and wear new clothes. 
 

3. Diwali is internationally important and culturally significant, linking people around 
the world and uniting the South Asian diaspora. A significant population of City 
of Parramatta’s residents come from India, and celebrating Diwali is a way for 
them to stay connected to their roots. As India celebrates one of the world’s 
brightest and most festive holidays, South Asians around the world are also 
gathering for a time of family, gifts and reflection. 

 
4. On Sunday 24 November, City of Parramatta hosted Diwali in the Hall: Tapestry 

of Lights, a vibrant celebration of the Festival of Lights. Attendees experienced a 
vibrant tapestry of culture and community with a spectacular line-up of 
performances that captured the essence of Diwali through music, dance, and 
storytelling. The program reflected feedback from the community. 

 
5. Council’s events, festivals and grants programs currently provide for a range of 

financial and in-kind support for community-run Diwali events in the City. 
However, Council does not currently hold an annual Diwali event. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATION FOR COUNCIL  
 
6. The event cost for the Diwali in the Hall: Tapestry of Lights event ($20,000) was 

allocated in the 2024/2025 Events operational budget. 
 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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MINUTE OF THE LORD MAYOR 

ITEM NUMBER 8.2 

SUBJECT HMAS Parramatta II Memorial Service 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519835 

REPORT OF Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter         
 
 

CSP THEME: Welcoming 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Nil 
 
PURPOSE: To commemorate the loss of HMAS Parramatta II and to honour the 
service of the 138 crew who were lost with their ship and the 24 survivors. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council notes the annual memorial service for HMAS Parramatta II 

organised by the Naval Association of Australia, Parramatta Memorial Sub-
section, held on 24 November 2024 at the Parramatta Naval Memorial, Queens 
Wharf Reserve, George Street, Parramatta. 

(b) That Council observes one minute’s silence to pay our respects to the crew who 
served the HMAS Parramatta II, particularly the 138 crew who died and 24 crew 
who survived when the ship was lost in 1941. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Each year, a Memorial Service is held at the Queen’s Wharf Reserve Memorial 

to commemorate and remember the 138 lost lives and 24 survivors of the sinking 
of HMAS Parramatta II off the coast of Libya on 27 November 1941. This is a 
significant event attended by families of those who served aboard the ship, 
members of the Naval and ex-Services community and the wider community. 
 

2. The first HMAS Parramatta was the very first warship built for the Royal 
Australian Navy. There is a long-standing, close association between the City of 
Parramatta and the four RAN ships named Parramatta. The HMAS Parramatta 
ship’s crest design was derived from the Parramatta City Council Seal in 1939. 
For more information on the history of the HMAS Parramatta II, visit 
https://historyandheritage.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/hmas-parramatta-ii  
 

3. City of Parramatta extends its thanks to the Naval Association of Australia 
Parramatta Memorial Sub-section’s President Mr B Richens, Secretary Mr M 
Kielty and Treasurer Ms D Hugo for their ongoing efforts in organising the annual 
memorial service. The Naval Association of Australia Parramatta Memorial Sub-
section is headed by Patron-in-Chief, His Majesty King Charles III and Patron 
Rear Admiral Lee J Goddard, DSC, RAN (Retd). 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION FOR COUNCIL  
 
4. There are no further financial implications for Council arising as a result of this 

Lord Mayoral Minute. 
 
 

https://historyandheritage.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/hmas-parramatta-ii
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Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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MINUTE OF THE LORD MAYOR 

ITEM NUMBER 8.3 

SUBJECT Award-Winning City of Parramatta 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519834 

REPORT OF Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter         
 
 

CSP THEME: Thriving 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Nil 
 
PURPOSE:  To congratulate the hard-working staff of City of Parramatta on multiple 
award-winning projects and infrastructure. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council congratulate City of Parramatta staff on winning the following 2024 
international, national and local government awards: 

i. PHIVE – Highly Commended Award for Leadership in Sustainable Design 
and Performance – Institutional Projects at the 2024 Asia Pacific 
Leadership in Green Building Awards in India. 

ii. Healthy Higher Density for Families with Children: An Advocacy, Planning 
and Design Guide – Community Wellbeing and Diversity Award Winner at 
the Planning Institute of Australia 2024 NSW Awards for Planning 
Excellence. 

iii. Parramatta 2050 – Strategic Planning Project Award Commendation at the 
Planning Institute of Australia 2024 NSW Awards for Planning Excellence. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Parramatta’s community, cultural and civic hub PHIVE scooped up a prestigious 

global award for sustainable architecture at the 2024 Asia Pacific Leadership in 
Green Building Awards in India. Selected as one of three finalists, PHIVE won the 
Highly Commended Award for Leadership in Sustainable Design and Performance 
– Institutional Projects, earning praise for its commitment to green building 
practices. 
 

2. Each year the Planning Institute of Australia’s 2024 NSW Awards for Planning 
Excellence honour outstanding planners, projects, programs, research, initiatives 
and ideas that contribute to excellence in planning in New South Wales. The 
Healthy Higher Density for Families with Children: An Advocacy, Planning and 
Design Guide was developed by the Centre for Population Health, Western Sydney 
Local Health District in partnership with City of Parramatta Council, and Cities for 
Play. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION FOR COUNCIL  
 
3. There are no new financial implications for Council as a result of this Lord 

Mayoral Minute. 
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Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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MINUTE OF THE LORD MAYOR 

ITEM NUMBER 8.4 

SUBJECT Riverside Theatres Redevelopment Advocacy 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519836 

REPORT OF Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter         
 
 

CSP THEME: Thriving  
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  4 November 2024 
 
PURPOSE:  To advocate for all available grant funding opportunities to support the 
redevelopment of the Riverside Theatres into a world-class performing arts centre that 
will welcome more than 400,000 visitors a year.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council approve the Lord Mayor and CEO advocating for all available grant 

funding opportunities to support the redevelopment of the Riverside Theatres into 
a world-class performing arts centre that will welcome more than 400,000 visitors 
a year.  
 

(b) That the CEO prepare a report to the meeting of Council on 10 March 2025, that 
investigates future funding approaches and best-practice operating and 
governance models, including: 

 
i. Development of a high-level philanthropy, donor and fundraising strategy, 

including the consideration of a philanthropy target; 

ii. Options analysis on best practice venue operating and governance models, 
including the consideration of a special purpose vehicle; and 

iii. Potential timeframes for consultation, development and delivery. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. The Riverside Theatres redevelopment will establish the 36-year-old venue as a 

an iconic world-class performing arts centre that will welcome more than 400,000 
visitors a year.  

2. The redevelopment project will more than double the theatres’ capacity to 2780 
seats and is aimed for completion in 2028.  Along with a 1500-seat lyric theatre, 
the redevelopment plan includes a refurbished 760-seat Riverside Playhouse 
theatre, a new 420-seat black-box drama theatre, an 80-seat digital studio and 
cinema and public spaces. 

Budget and Funding Strategy 

3. In December 2022, Council considered a report that updated the estimated cost 
for the project to $188.02 million based on a reference design and QS cost plan. 
This estimate was subject to change once detailed designs were undertaken. 

4. The report noted that Council was able to provide project funding of $134.1 million 
and the funding shortfall would need to be sourced from grants, philanthropic and 
corporate donations and other sources. 
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5. Council subsequently allocated developer contributions ($7m) and obtained NSW 
government grant funding (WestInvest $40m) to increase the available funding for 
the project to $182.5 million. 

6. As at 2024, the existing funding for the project is comprised of: 

• Council: $142.5 million 

• NSW government: $40 million grant funding 

• Federal Government: $0 

• Other: $0 

Design Competition 

7. In February 2024 Council released Stage 2 of the Riverside Theatres Design 
Competition to the five shortlisted proponents. The Design Competition was 
concluded in May 2024 with the Design Jury selecting Cox Architecture as the 
winner.  

8. On 11 June 2024 Council appointed Cox Architecture as the lead consultant on the 
project.  Council also noted that in response to the design competition, an updated 
budget and funding strategy would be required. 

9. In July 2024 design development commenced focusing on the development of 

new architectural and engineering drawings and technical advice to inform the 
detailed cost planning of the Design Competition winning scheme. An intensive 
Value Management process was also undertaken to further develop the design of 
the project without any loss of functionality or design integrity. 

 
Updated Project Costs 

 
10. The revised QS cost plan was received by Council officers on 23 October 2024 

and was presented to Councillors at a confidential briefing session on 4 November 
2024. 
 

11. The revised cost estimates indicate that Council could require between $50-$90 
million in additional funding after final design development is completed.  Final cost 
estimates cannot be completed until after the development application for the 
project has been determined (estimated in September 2025). 
 

Advocacy and Grant Funding Opportunities 
 

12. It is essential that the iconic design of the redeveloped Riverside Theatres is not 
diminished by budget constraints. 

13. Given the likely need to source additional funds for the project, his Minute calls on 
Council to endorse the Lord Mayor and CEO advocating for all available grant 
funding opportunities to support the redevelopment of the Riverside Theatres into 
a world-class performing arts centre that will welcome more than 400,000 visitors 
a year.   

14. This advocacy includes authorising the CEO to apply for all current and future grant 
funding opportunities, including the upcoming Australian Government’s Urban 
Precincts and Partnerships Program (UPPP) which has a maximum funding 
opportunity of $50 million. 

15. This Minute also requests that the CEO prepare a report to investigate future 
funding approaches and best-practice operating and governance models, including 
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development of a high-level philanthropy, donor and fundraising strategy and 
consideration of a philanthropy target; an options analysis on best practice venue 
operating and governance models, including the consideration of a special purpose 
vehicle; and potential timeframes for consultation, development and delivery. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONSFOR COUNCIL  
 
16. Should Council not be able to source additional external funding for the 

redevelopment of the Riverside Theatres prior to proceeding to tender for the 
construction of the project, there could be a significant delay to the delivery of the 
project. 
 

17. Should additional external funding not be available, there is likely to be a significant 
funding gap that may need to be addressed by local ratepayers. Alternatively, 
Council may be forced to delay redevelopment of the Theatres until such time as 
appropriate funding can be sourced. 

 
18. As the Riverside Theatres has a catchment that draws audiences from regional 

and rural areas and also from interstate, it is considered that all levels of 
government should be approached to provide funding for this culturally significant 
venue. 

 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
 
 
 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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MINUTE OF THE LORD MAYOR 

ITEM NUMBER 8.5 

SUBJECT 16 Days of Activism 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519894 

REPORT OF Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter         
 
 

CSP THEME: Welcoming 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Nil 
 
PURPOSE: To acknowledge the upcoming 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
based Violence campaign from 25 November-10 December 2024 and City of 
Parramatta’s efforts to raise awareness of gender-based violence.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council acknowledge the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based 

Violence campaign from 25 November-10 December 2024, a global movement 
beginning on the UN’s International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women (25 November) and ending on International Human Rights Day (10 
December). 

(b) That Council note the following 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based 
Violence campaign activities, including: 

i. ‘Invest in Her’ Social Media Campaign from 10 November – 10 
December 2024. 

ii. Rotary Club of Parramatta’s Street March on 4 December 2024 from 
11.30am-1.30pm, starting in Parramatta Park and finishing in 
Parramatta Square.  

iii. Shelter Her Strength: A Leadership Forum on Women’s Housing and 
Safety at PHIVE on 5 December 2024 from 9.15am-12.30pm. Hosted by 
City of Parramatta in partnership with Western Sydney Community 
Forum, Cumberland-Parramatta Domestic and Family Violence 
Prevention Committee, the leadership dialogue features Jodie Harrison 
MP, Minister for Women and the Prevention of Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault and representatives from Older Women’s Network, 
Birribee Housing, Democracy in Colour, Jesuit Refugee Services, 
Settlement Services International and Immigrant Women’s SpeakOut. 

iv. City of Parramatta’s Women @ CoP Employee Reference Group Staff 
Event. 

(c) That Council commend Council officers and community organisations involved 
in these important efforts to raise awareness of gender-based violence. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

1. The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender- Based Violence is an annual 
international campaign that starts on 25 November, the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against Women, and finishes on 10 December, 
International Human Rights Day. The campaign was started by activists at the 
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Women’s Global Leadership Institute in 1991 and is now run nationally in 
Australia as well as 160 other countries across the world. The campaign aim 
is to advocate for the prevention and elimination of violence against women 
and girls. 
 

2. As the level of government that interacts closely with the community, councils 
can play in an important role in promoting gender equity. The positive social 
impact of addressing and preventing domestic and family violence is 
significant. Research indicates that 17% of women and 6% of men are 
affected by domestic and family violence (ABS 2016). In addition, it is 
estimated that domestic and family violence costs the economy $2.1 billion in 
lost productivity and $617 million in healthcare expenditure (PwC, Vic Health 
and Our Watch 2016). Intimate partner violence is also considered the leading 
cause of death, disability and illness amongst women aged 15-44 years. 
 

3. Council has, for several years, regularly participated in or coordinated events 
for the community to mark this international campaign. In 2021, 2022 and 
2023 Council ran social media campaigns to educate the community on how 
to prevent domestic and family violence, promote local events and 
communicate. The 2023 campaign was particularly successful, exceeding all 
Council social media benchmarks. 
 

4. This year to commemorate the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender- Based 
Violence, Council staff have been working with Parramatta-Cumberland 
Domestic and Family Violence Committee to develop and coordinate a series 
of community events and a social media campaign. 
 

5. The key local theme for 2024 is ‘Invest in Her’. The campaign builds on the 
2024 International Women’s Day social media campaign and seeks to 
promote increasing women’s participation in the workforce and reducing 
barriers that prevent this outcome. The social media campaign and events are 
being held in partnership with Parramatta-Cumberland Domestic and Family 
Violence Prevention Committee, Western Sydney Community Forum, and 
Rotary Club of Parramatta. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION FOR COUNCIL  
 

6. The budget for Council’s campaign activities is $9,000, funded from the 
2024/25 Social and Community Services budget.  

 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Martin Zaiter 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR NOTATION 

ITEM NUMBER 12.6 

SUBJECT LATE REPORT - Quarterly Report: Status of Council 
Resolutions 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519842 

REPORT OF Coordinator Secretariat Services         
 

CSP THEME: ACCESSIBLE 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE: Nil 
 
PURPOSE: To provide the community with the quarterly report of outstanding Council 
resolutions. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the report be received and noted.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Councillors are currently provided with an Outstanding Council Resolutions Report 

which is published on the Councillor Portal (Councillor Connect) and circulated 
weekly to all Councillors. This report was not previously made available to the 
community.  
 

2. Council resolved on 11 November 2024 to provide the community with a 
quarterly progress report on outstanding Council resolutions and the report is to be 
made available on Council’s website. A copy of the outstanding resolutions report 
is held at Attachment 1.   

 
FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
3. There is no financial impact associated with the preparation of this report. 
 
Marina Cavar 
Coordinator Secretariat Services 
 
Roxanne Thornton 
Group Manager Office of the Lord Mayor and CEO 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩ 

 

Draft Outstanding Council Resolution Report (as at November 
2024) 

56 
Pages 

 

  
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.5 

SUBJECT LATE REPORT - Draft Sydney Olympic Park Master Plan 2050 
(Council Submission) 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519822 

REPORT OF Project Officer Land Use         
 
 

CSP THEME:   Innovative 
 
COUNCILLOR BRIEFING DATE: 12 November 2024 
 
PURPOSE: To seek Council endorsement of the submission on the draft Sydney 
Olympic Park Master Plan 2050. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

(a) That Council endorse the submission on the draft Sydney Olympic Park Master 
Plan 2050 provided at Attachment 1. 
 

(b) That Council write to Sydney Olympic Park Authority to invite the Authority to 
partner with Council on an economic and planning analysis that identifies how 
150,000 jobs for Parramatta will be best achieved and delivered by 2050. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Sydney Olympic Park Authority (SOPA) has prepared the draft Sydney Olympic 

Park Master Plan 2050 (Master Plan) to guide the development of Sydney 
Olympic Park in accordance with the requirements of the SOPA Act 2001. 
 

2. The Master Plan seeks to change the existing priority for the provision of 
employment and residential uses, with an increased focus on delivering housing 
in Sydney Olympic Park.  

 
3. The Master Plan proposes: 

 

• to increase dwelling capacity by 30%, from 10,000 to 13,000 dwellings 
(28,650 residents); and 
 

• decrease jobs capacity by up to 33%, from 46,400 jobs under the 
previous ‘Aspirational Growth Scenario’ to 31,000 jobs by 2050. 

 
4. Council’s submission raises the following the three key issues: 

 

• Lack of Jobs and Economy – The prioritisation of housing over jobs 
threatens Olympic Park’s potential as an employment centre for Greater 
Sydney. Commercial land should be safeguarded to ensure the precinct’s 
economic significance.  
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• Lack of Supporting Infrastructure – The proposed increase in population is 
dependent on the timely delivery of infrastructure and services. A 
commitment is required to transport upgrades, to manage impacts on 
surrounding areas including Newington, and adequate provision of schools 
and community infrastructure. 

 

• Further Enhance Urban and Natural Environmental Sustainability – Olympic 
Park’s urban and natural environment should support a strong social fabric 
with a connected and resilient community. 

 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
5. Public exhibition of the Master Plan commenced on 28 October and concludes 

on 25 November 2024.  The Department of Planning, Housing, and Infrastructure 
(DPHI) has agreed to an extension to 2 December 2024 to allow for Council to 
provide its submission.  
 

6. SOPA briefed Councillors on the Master Plan on 12 November 2024. Feedback 
provided by Councillors at this briefing has been included in the submission.  

 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
7. There are no legal implications for Council associated with this report. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
8. There are no financial implications associated with the lodgement of the 

submission. 
 
 
CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS 
 
9. It is recommended that Council adopt the submission on the SOPA Master Plan 

provided at Attachment 1.  
 

10. The endorsed submission will be provided to DPHI for its consideration, and 
correspondence will be sent to SOPA inviting it to partner with Council on an 
economic and planning analysis to deliver 150,000 more jobs in the Parramatta 
LGA by 2050. 

 
Simon Coleman 
Project Officer Land Use 
 
Belinda Borg 
Team Leader Land Use Planning 
 
Michael Rogers 
Acting Group Manager Major Projects and Precincts 
 
Jennifer Concato 
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Executive Director City Planning and Design 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩  Draft Council Submission - Sydney Olympic Park Master Plan 13 Pages  

  
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
 

OC_25112024_AGN_999_AT_SUP_files/OC_25112024_AGN_999_AT_SUP_Attachment_12489_1.PDF
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NUMBER 14.1 

SUBJECT Proposed Reduction in Parramatta Station Carpark Fees 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519839 

FROM Councillor Kellie Darley         
 

MOTION 

a) That the CEO reduce the parking fee at Parramatta Station Carpark for people 
parking 5 to 9hrs to $17, by extending the current 4-5hr category to 4-9hrs and 
keeping the parking fee at $17. This represents a $5 reduction each day for 
people parking there for during normal business hours, down from $22 which is 
currently the 5-18hr category. 

b) That this change is effective from 2nd December 2024, and signage is installed 
alerting carpark users of the change. 

c) Further, that as part of the 2025/2026 budget process parking fees are reviewed 
to ensure consistency, reflective of cost of living for people working in our City 
and increasing access to public transport (once Parramatta Light Rail is 
operational). 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. This Notice of Motion is seeking to address the significant hike in parking fees 

for people working in Parramatta CBD and using Parramatta Station Carpark. 

2. In 2024/25 budget process it was reported that there was a missing category of 
parking fee at Parramatta Station Carpark for the 5-18hrs category in 2023/24, 
with people paying the 4-5hr rate of $14 until 18hrs, when the next rate applied. 
This is despite the previous 2023/24 budget endorsing a parking fee range for 
Parramatta Station Carpark that stated “Parking fees range from $3.00 per hour 
to $60.00 per day, per parking space (incl GST) Considering small alignment for 
market trend movements.” 

3. The effect was that for people working in our City and using Parramatta Station 
Carpark, their daily parking fee went from $14 to $22 – representing a 57% 
increase each day. For someone parking there 5 days a week while they were at 
work, the total increase over a year is around $2,000. 

4. In a cost of living crisis, this is a significant burden for a household to bear, 
particularly with Parramatta Light Rail still not operating and other public 
transport gaps that persist across our City. The proposed reduction would result 
in about a $700 saving per person using Parramatta Station Carpark while they 
work an 8hr day over the remaining 7month of this financial year. 

5. It is worth noting that the current corporate rate for 100+ carpark users is $12 at 
Parramatta Station Carpark and the casual rate for the same time period at the 
nearby Secure Carpark on Valentine Avenue is $15. 

6. The endorsed 2024/25 Schedule of Fees & Charges states “Pursuant to section 
610E of the Local Government Act (NSW) 1993, the Chief Executive Officer may 
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waive or reduce parking fees or charges as outlined in the Schedule of Fees and 
Charges.” It is therefore understood that the proposed change does not need to 
go on public exhibition. 

7. It is acknowledged that there will be a cost of Council in the reduction of potential 
parking fees collected at the Parramatta Station Carpark, and that an estimate of 
this for the remainer of the 24/25 financial year be included in the staff response 
to this Notice of Motion. 

 
STAFF RESPONSE  

8. Council’s adopted 2024/25 budget income for all multi-deck car parks is as 
follows: 

24/25 budget 
income 

Q1 budget Q1 actual Q1 shortfall 
24/25 forecast 

result 

$10,300,000 $2,600,000 $2,100,000 $500,000 

 

$8,600,000 

($1.8m deficit) 

 

9. Should Council resolve to proceed with the proposed fee reduction, officers 
predict a revenue loss of approximately 10% - 12% of monthly revenue from this 
car park. This translates to an estimated revenue loss of $30,000 per month or 
$210,000 for the remainder of the financial year for this car park only.   

10. This revenue loss would be in addition to the forecast shown in the table above. 

11. Council officers are aware that the imminent opening of the Parramatta Light Rail 
will provide additional transport options for people travelling to the Parramatta 
CBD and this could result in a further loss of revenue given the predicted 
reduction in entry levels and utilisation rates at the car park.  

12. At this time Council officers have not identified any options to reduce operating 
expenditure at the car park to offset the potential revenue loss arising from this 
motion and the resultant adverse impact on Council’s budgeted surplus. 

 
 
Kellie Darley 
Councillor Kellie Darley 
 
Amit Sharma 
A/Executive Director Finance & Information 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NUMBER 14.2 

SUBJECT Telopea Urban Renewal Project 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519841 

FROM Councillor Kellie Darley         
 

MOTION 
a) That Council note the announcement made during the Council’s caretaker 

period by the Minister for Housing, the Hon Rose Jackson, that Homes NSW 
and Frasers Property Australia have agreed to dissolve their partnership for the 
Telopea Urban Renewal project. 

b) That Council take advantage of the opportunity this presents to improve on what 
was previously approved or being considered by the NSW Government for the 
Telopea Precinct by seeking to have Council’s and the community’s previous 
concerns addressed, including, but not limited to: 

a. increasing the proportion of social and affordable housing within the 
redevelopment site; 

b. satisfying the Design Excellence provisions in the Parramatta LEP 2011;  
c. meeting the parking, tree retention, setbacks, deep soil zones and 

infrastructure requirements specified in the Telopea DCP; 
d. limiting the FSR and height to what is permitted under the Parramatta 

LEP 2011 and relevant State Planning Policies; and  
e. complying with Telopea Masterplan, such as the road network. 

c) That Council assess the impact of this announcement, and subsequent delay 
in progressing Stage 1A, on the continued use of Dundas Library and 
Community Centre and report back to Dundas Ward Councillors by March 2025 
on the likely renewal and maintenance program now required. 

d) That the CEO continue to progress securing a Planning Agreement to support 
the local infrastructure needs generated by future residents in the precinct, 
including a new library and community facility, road upgrades and open space. 

e) That Council request that Homes NSW provide an update to the local 
community on the project at least twice a year. 

f) That the Lord Mayor request a meeting with the Minister for Housing, the Hon. 
Rose Jackson and the Member for Epping, Monica Tudehope to discuss the 
redevelopment of the Telopea Precinct, and that Dundas Ward Councillors be 
invited to the meeting. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

1. In December 2019, the NSW Government announced Frasers Property and 
Hume Housing as the Land and Housing Corporation (LAHC) development 
partners for the Telopea Redevelopment Urban Renewal project. This project 
was for the development of 4,700 new homes (including 1,000 social and 
affordable units), plus a new library and community centre. 
 

2. In September 2021, LAHC and Frasers lodged a Concept Plan and Stage 1A 
(detailed development) for the Telopea Estate Redevelopment as a State 
Significant Development (SSD) application to the then NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment. The application applied to LAHC owned land, 
Council’s pathways, roads, 21 Sturt St (Dundas Library site) and Telopea 
Christian Church (16 Shortland St). 
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3. In November 2021, Council endorsed a submission on the SSD application for 

the Telopea Precinct that: 
o in principle supported the regeneration of Telopea and social housing 

stock, retail and other service facilities, including the opportunity to 
provide a new library and open space improvements to the public 
domain around the Light Rail Station; 

o sought confirmation the proposal will make a sufficient contribution to the 

local infrastructure needs to be generated by future residents and 
workers in the precinct, properly implements the provisions of Design 
Excellence as specified in the Parramatta LEP 2011 and satisfies 
parking, tree retention and infrastructure requirements specified in the 
Telopea DCP, across the entire redevelopment; 

o in principle supported Stage 1A of the Development subject to the design 

amendments to the proposed neighbourhood park to be dedicated to 
Council, including removal of basement car parking beneath; 

o in relation to the Concept Area (excluding Stage 1A) objected to the 

proposal exceeding the FSR permitted under the Parramatta LEP 2011 
and relevant State Environmental Planning Policies and height 
variations; and non-compliances with the Telopea DCP and Masterplan 
in particular those related to the road network in the Core which 
contribute to building heights greater than those proposed in the 
masterplan and setbacks and deep soil zones in both the Core and 
Precincts; and 

o objected to any approval being granted for any redevelopment of LAHC 

land in Telopea prior to the Planning Agreement being agreed by Council 
and Frasers. 

 
4. In December 2022, Council resolved the terms of the Planning Agreement, 

being broadly the provision of a new library and community facility, road 
upgrades and open space. 

 
5. In 2022 and 2023, residents in the NSW Government owned properties within 

the Stage 1A site were moved out and Council continued to negotiate the 
Planning Agreement on the SSD application.  
 

6. On 3 October 2024, while Council was in caretaker period, the NSW 
Government announced they were dissolving the $2 billion “dud deal” with 
Frasers to and instead would refurbish the ‘Three Sisters’ (Wade Towers) so 
they could be reopened as public housing, while the NSW Government 
searches for a new developer. 
 

7. It is important to note that the redevelopment of Telopea has long history, with 
a concept plan for over 2,000 social, affordable and private dwellings approved 
in 2010 and discussions commencing years before that still. In 2015, Council 
resolved to partner with the LAHC to prepare a master plan that would guide 
the future redevelopment of on the eastern side of Telopea rail station, 
transforming Telopea into a dynamic and vibrant community and integrated mix 
of housing including social and affordable housing, improved local 
infrastructure including open space and community facilities. In 2017, Council 
endorsed the Telopea Master Plan and later that year, the NSW Government 
declared Telopea a Priority Precinct. 
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STAFF RESPONSE 
 
If Council resolves to adopt this motion, the requests can be undertaken using existing 
resources. 
 
 
 
Kellie Darley 
Councillor Kellie Darley 
 
Jennifer Concato 
Executive Director City Planning and Design 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

ITEM NUMBER 15.1 

SUBJECT Council Submissions (August to November 2024) 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519838 

REPORT OF Councillor Kellie Darley         
 
 

QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 
 
1. What submissions has Council made over the last three months (i.e. since 

Council entered the caretaker period in August)? 

2. If a submission was made on the Office for Local Government Review of the 
Councillor Conduct Framework or the NSW parliamentary inquiry into 
management of cat populations in NSW, please provide a copy. 

 
 
 
STAFF RESPONSE 
 
Council officers made submissions on the following: 
 

i. Legislative Assembly Select Committee on Essential Worker Housing; and 
ii. Draft NSW Special Entertainment Precinct Guidelines and Acoustic Toolkit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
 

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/misconduct-and-intervention/councillor-conduct-framework/
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/misconduct-and-intervention/councillor-conduct-framework/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Eg1mC71G19TmQ4xVf8fJHoPCIv?domain=parliament.nsw.gov.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Eg1mC71G19TmQ4xVf8fJHoPCIv?domain=parliament.nsw.gov.au
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QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

ITEM NUMBER 15.2 

SUBJECT Questions Taken on Notice at 11 November 2024 Council 
Meeting 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09519862 

REPORT OF Secretariat Officer         
 
 
 

QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 
Councillor Darley asked a question in relation to Item 14.1 (Traffic on North Rocks 
Road, Northmead): 
 

• Can Council and the community be updated on the upgrade works of Hunts Creek 
Bridge and the impact on road closures and traffic? 

 
Executive Director, City Assets and Operations Response: 

 
Council officers created a dedicated project website in February 2024 that the 
community can access at any time for regular updates: 
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/hunts-creek-bridge.   
 
The website continues to be the best source of information for ongoing updates 
and the November update is shown below: 

 
November project update 
 
Following formal approval from Transport for NSW (TfNSW) work on Hunts Creek Bridge is now 
expected to begin in early 2025. 
 
The new program will reduce the northbound closure of North Rocks Road from five months to 
one month and will see a series of night work and weekend work programs. 

 
The work program in early 2025 will include installation of construction signage and Variable 
Message Signs, minor saw-cutting of the road pavement at the piling locations on North Rocks 
Road, as well as pre-programming of the existing traffic signal controllers in preparation for the 
works. 
 
The main works at the site are expected to commence in February 2025. 

 
Due to the scale and complexity of the work, regrettably noise and disruption will be unavoidable. 
However, we will keep the community informed of the work schedule, and will work closely with 
our contractors and TfNSW to minimise the impact to residents, businesses and motorists as 
best we can. 
 
Please direct any enquiries to HuntsCreekBridge@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au 

 
The project team is currently working on the full suite of communications with a 
view to having these distributed late November/early December 2024. 

 

 
Lord Mayor Councillor Zaiter and Councillor Pandey and Councillor Prociv 
asked questions in relation to Confidential Item 16.1 (LATE REPORT: Exemption to 
Tender - Q7037 Engagement of B1 Registered Certifier Services for 11 November 
2024). 
 

https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/hunts-creek-bridge
mailto:HuntsCreekBridge@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
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See Confidential Attachment. 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Attachment 1 - Questions Taken on Notice in Confidential Closed Session 

of Council (confidential) 
  

  
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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