
NOTICE OF COUNCIL MEETING 
PUBLIC AGENDA 

An Ordinary Meeting of City of Parramatta Council will be held in PHIVE 
(COUNCIL CHAMBER)  COUNCIL CHAMBER AT 5 PARRAMATTA SQUARE, 
PARRAMATTA on Tuesday, 11 June 2024 at 6.30PM. 

Gail Connolly PSM 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

STATEMENT OF ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS: 

 

In accordance with clause 3.23 of the Model Code of Meeting Practice, Council is 
obligated to remind Councillors of the oath or affirmation of office made under section 

Conduct to disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of interest  the ethical 
obligations of which are outlined below: 

 

Obligations 
Oath [Affirmation] 
of Office by 
Councillors 

I swear [solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm] that I will undertake 
the duties of the office of Councillor in the best interests of the people of 
the City of Parramatta Council and the City of Parramatta Council that I 
will faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities 
and discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or 
any other Act to the best of my ability and judgement. 

Code of Conduct Conflict of Interests 
Pecuniary Interests A Councillor who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 

Council is concerned, and who is present at a meeting of the Council at 
which the matter is being considered, must disclose the nature of the 
interest to the meeting. 
 
The Councillor must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting: 

a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or 
discussed, or 

b) At any time during which the Council is voting on any question in 
relation to the matter. 

Non-Pecuniary 
Conflict of 
Interests 

A Councillor who has a non-pecuniary conflict of interest in a matter, 
must disclose the relevant private interest in relation to the matter fully 
and on each occasion on which the non-pecuniary conflict of interest 
arises in relation to the matter. 

Significant Non-
Pecuniary Conflict 
of Interests 

A Councillor who has a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in 
relation to a matter under consideration at a Council meeting, must 
manage the conflict of interest as if they had a pecuniary interest in the 
matter. 

Non-Significant 
Non-Pecuniary 
Interests 

A Councillor who determines that they have a non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest in a matter that is not significant and does not require further 
action, when disclosing the interest must also explain why conflict of 
interest is not significant and does not require further action in the 
circumstances. 
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PRESENT - COUNCILLORS 

 

The Lord Mayor, Councillor Pierre Esber and Councillors Phil Bradley, Kellie Darley, 
Michelle Garrard, Ange Humphries (online). Cameron MacLean, Sameer Pandey, 
Deputy Lord Mayor, Dr Patricia Prociv, Dan Siviero, Georgina Valjak, Donna Wang 
(online) and Lorraine Wearne. 

 
PRESENT – STAFF  

 

Chief Executive Officer - Gail Connolly, Executive Director City Engagement and 
Experience - Angela Jones-Blayney, Executive Director Finance and Information - 
John Angilley, Executive Director City Planning and Design - Jennifer Concato, 
Executive Director City Assets & Operations - George Bounassif, Acting Executive 
Director Community and Culture - David Moutou, Group Manager Office of the Lord 
Mayor and CEO - Roxanne Thornton, Chief People, Culture and Performance Officer 
- Brendan Clifton, Chief Information Officer and Acting Chief Governance and Risk 
Officer - John Crawford, Chief Financial Officer - Amit Sharma, Chief of Staff - Justin 
Mulder, Group Manager Communications & Customer Engagement – Sally White, 
Group Manager City Strategic Planning - Robert Cologna, Group Manager Major 
Projects and Precincts - David Bird, Group Manager Infrastructure Planning and 
Design - Anthony Newland, ICT Service and Delivery Manager - Ian Vong, Stormwater 
Management Coordinator - Paul Hackney, Supervisor Catchment Management - 
James Tsom, Governance and Procurement Manager - Gwendolyn Hughes, Council 
Secretariat and Policy Officer - Marina Cavar, Business Manager - Michelle Samuel, 
Manager Programming and Venue Services - Rachel White and ICT Service Desk 
Team Leader - Alex Piccone. 

 

1. OPENING MEETING 
 
The Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber, opened the meeting at 6.32pm. 

 
2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF LAND 
 
The Lord Mayor acknowledged the Burramattagal people of The Darug Nation as the 
traditional owners of this land, and paid respect to their ancient culture and to their 
elders past, present and emerging. 
 
3. WEBCASTING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
The Lord Mayor advised that this public meeting is being recorded and streamed live 
on the internet. The recording will also be archived and made available on Council’s 
website. 
 
The Lord Mayor further advised that all care will be taken to maintain privacy, however 
as a visitor in the public gallery, the public should be aware that their presence may 
be recorded. 
  

UNCONFIR
MED
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4. GENERAL RECORDING OF MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
As per Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, the recording of the Council Meeting by 
the public using any device, audio or video, is only permitted with Council permission. 
Recording a Council Meeting without permission may result in the individual being 
expelled from the Meeting. 
 
 
5. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR 

ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK BY COUNCILLORS 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor MacLean 
 
(a) That and apology be accepted on behalf of Councillors Noack and a leave of 

absence be granted.  
 
(b) That Councillors Humphries and Wang be permitted to attend the meeting via 

Audio Visual Link. 
 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 
 
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13 May 2024 

4708 RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor MacLean  
 
That the minutes be taken as read and be accepted as a true record of 
the Meeting. 
 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED  
 
 
7. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber disclosed a pecuniary interest in Item 13.9 - Gateway 
Request: Planning Proposal for North East Parramatta (North East Planning 
Investigation Area), for the reason that he owns property in the investigation area. Lord 
Mayor Councillor Esber will not remain in the meeting and will not take part in 
consideration and voting on this item. 
 
Councillor Valjak disclosed a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 13.9 - 
Gateway Request: Planning Proposal for North East Parramatta (North East Planning 
Investigation Area), for the reason that she sat on the Sydney Central Planning Panel 
when a Site Specific Planning Proposal for 23-37 Harold Street and 53 Sorrell Street, 
Parramatta was considered, which is a subject site within the North East Planning 
Investigation Area. Councillor Valjak will not remain in the meeting and will not take 
part in consideration and voting on this item. 

UNCONFIR
MED
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Councillor Siviero disclosed a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 13.9 - 
Gateway Request: Planning Proposal for North East Parramatta (North East Planning 
Investigation Area), for the reason that he sat on the Sydney Central Planning Panel 
when a Site Specific Planning Proposal for 23-37 Harold Street and 53 Sorrell Street, 
Parramatta was considered, which is a subject site within the North East Planning 
Investigation Area. Councillor Siviero will not remain in the meeting and will not take 
part in consideration and voting on this item. 
 
Councillor Green disclosed a pecuniary interest in Item 16.2 - Adoption of the 
Parramatta Flood Study, for the reason that he owns a property in the study area. 
Councillor Green will not remain in the meeting and will not take part in consideration 
and voting on this item. 
 
Councillor Pandey disclosed a pecuniary interest in Item 16.2 - Adoption of the 
Parramatta Flood Study for the reason that he owns a property in the study area. 
Councillor Pandey will not remain in the meeting and will not take part in the 
consideration  and voting on this item. 
 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber disclosed a Pecuniary Interest in Item 16.2 - Adoption 
of the Parramatta Flood Study for the reason that he owns a property in the study area. 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber with not remain in the meeting and will not take part in 
the consideration of this item. 
 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS – DEALING WITH ITEMS BY 
EXCEPTION 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean and Councillor Garrard   
 
That in accordance with Section 13 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, Council 
resolve to adopt the following items in accordance with the recommendations as 
printed, without debate;  

• Item 12.1: Investment Report for April 2024 

• Item 12.2: Referral of Inspection Reports by Fire and Rescue NSW 

• Item 12.4: Minutes of the Traffic Engineering Advisory Group - 24 April 2024 

• Item 13.2: Adoption of Debt Management and Hardship Assistance Policy 
2024 

• Item 13.6: Approval of Civic Link Block 3 Concept Design 
 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 
  

UNCONFIR
MED
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12.1 Investment Report for) April 2024 

(Report of Tax and Treasury Accountant) 

4709 RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean  and Councillor Garrard 
 
That Council receive and note the Investment Report for April 2024. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
12.2 Referral of Inspection Reports by Fire and Rescue NSW 

(Report of Team Leader Building Compliance) 

4710 RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean  and Councillor Garrard 
 
(a) That Council note the inspection reports from Fire and Rescue NSW 

(FRNSW), pursuant to Schedule 5, Part 8 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). 

 
(b) That Council notes FRNSW will be advised in due course of the 

ongoing actions taken by Council officers to address concerns 
identified by FRNSW. 

 
(c) That Council note the exercise of powers pursuant to Schedule 5, 

Part 8 (17) of the EP&A Act, to give fire safety orders addressing fire 
safety measures to the buildings located at: 

 
i. 8 Edwin Flack Avenue, Sydney Olympic Park; and  
ii. 11 Olympic Boulevard, Sydney Olympic Park, 

 
as outlined in this report and provide further notice of its 
determination to the Commissioner of FRNSW. 
 

Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
12.4 Minutes of the Traffic Engineering Advisory Group - 24 April 2024  

(Report of Traffic and Transport Manager) 

4711 RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean  and Councillor Garrard 
 
That Council notes the minutes of the Traffic Engineering Advisory Group 
meeting held on 24 April 2024, as provided in Attachment 1, and 
summarised below: 
 

UNCONFIR
MED



City of Parramatta Council - Minutes of Council Meeting - Monday, 27 May 2024 

 

Page 12 of 594 

(a) ITEM 2404 B1 HILL ROAD, WENTWORTH POINT – UPDATE ON 
THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

 
This report only provides an update on the proposed traffic 
improvements and other proposed works on Hill Road and 
Bennelong Parkway, Wentworth Point and Sydney Olympic Park. 
Therefore, this report has no financial impact upon Council's budget. 

 
(b) ITEM 2404 B2 PROJECTS RECENTLY COMPLETED, 

PROJECTS CURRENTLY FUNDED AND PROJECTS LISTS FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE FUNDING 
 
The recommendation from the report is only to receive and note 
information, and to provide further information.  Therefore, there are 
no financial impacts from the report.  The report includes details of 
projects, timing and funding arrangements. 
 

(c) ITEM 2404 B3 KISSING POINT ROAD, DUNDAS – SAFETY 
CONCERNS AT THE BUS SHELTER NEAR KIRBY STREET 

 
There are no financial implications to Council as a result of this 
report.  
 

Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 

 
13.2 Adoption of Debt Management and Hardship Assistance Policy 

2024 

(Report of Policy Officer) 

4712 RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean  and Councillor Garrard 
 
(a) That Council note that no submissions were received following 

public exhibition of the Debt Management and Hardship Assistance 
Policy 2024. 
 

(b) That Council adopt the Debt Management and Hardship Assistance 
Policy 2024, as attached to this report. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 

 

  

UNCONFIR
MED
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13.6 Approval of Civic Link Block 3 Concept Design 

(Report of Senior Design Manager) 

4713 RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean  and Councillor Garrard 
 
(a) That Council note the results of the public exhibition and community 

engagement of the draft concept design for Civic Link Block 3. 
 

(b) That Council approve the refined concept design as shown in 
Attachment 3, for progression to detailed design, planning and 
technical approvals, and documentation for tender.  

 
(c) That Council note the range of ‘smart city’ infrastructure inclusions 

specified in the project design as detailed in this report and shown 
in Attachment 3. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
Note:   Councillor Humphries joined the meeting online at 6.39pm. 
 

8. MINUTES OF THE LORD MAYOR 
 

 

  

8.1 Winning Design for Reimagined Riverside Theatre 

(Lord Mayor, Councillor Pierre Esber) 

4714 RESOLVED:  Lord Mayor Councillor Esber and MacLean 
 
(a) That Council note that a design consortium led by COX Architecture 

with 3XN Architects, Aileen Sage, Turf Design Studio and 
Bangawarra have been selected as the winning design team for the 
redevelopment of the iconic Riverside Theatres; 

(b) That Council congratulate the winning consortium who have 
produced a bold and sophisticated design vision that will more 
than double current capacity and establish the venue as a world-
class performing arts centre 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 

UNCONFIR
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8.2 Shirley Wehbe's Australia's Biggest Morning Tea 

(Lord Mayor, Councillor Pierre Esber) 

4715 RESOLVED: Lord Mayor Councillor Esber and Councillor Garrard 
 
(a) That Council note Shirley Wehbe's Australia's Biggest Morning Tea, 

an annual community event that raises funds for Cancer Council’s 
work in cancer research, advocacy, awareness and support 
services. 

(b) Further, that Council commend event organisers, Shirley Wehbe 
and the Wehbe family, Maronite Ladies of the Gospel, Making a 
Difference for Christmas and Australian Blouza Association, for their 
excellent efforts. 

(c) Finally, that Council donate $2,000 to Cancer Council through 
Shirley Wehbe's Australia's Biggest Morning Tea community 
fundraising event. 

Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
8.3 Parramatta Light Rail daylight testing 

(Lord Mayor, Councillor Pierre Esber) 

4716 
RESOLVED: Councillor Esber and Councillor Bradley 

(a) That Council note the start of daylight testing of the Parramatta Light 
Rail in both directions between Carlingford and Westmead via 
Parramatta CBD; 

(b) That Council note that the testing is a vital step to ensure the safety 
and reliability of systems and vehicles before services start in mid-
2024; and 

(c) Further, that Council note that the City of Parramatta is working 
closely with Transport for NSW to get the message out to “stop, 
listen and look around” whilst travelling in the CBD to ensure the 
safety of the community.  

Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 

 

Question Taken on Notice (Councillor Pandey) regarding Item 8.3 Parramatta Light 
Rail daylight testing; 

• Could staff provide an update in a few weeks’ time on how the businesses 
near the light rail are feeling in relation to the light rail?  

  

UNCONFIR
MED
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Question Taken on Notice (Councillor Darley) regarding Item 8.3 Parramatta Light 
Rail daylight testing; 

• Could staff provide an update on the improvements made to the difficulties 
faced by people with poor and low vision with guide dogs when using the light 
rail? 

 
 

8.4 National Volunteer Week 2024 

(Lord Mayor, Councillor Pierre Esber) 

4717 
RESOLVED: Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber and Councillor Bradley 

(a) That Council recognise National Volunteer Week from 20-26 May 
2024 and note the City of Parramatta celebrated with an event on 
23 May to thank volunteers. 
 

(b) Further, that Council celebrate all volunteers across the City of 
Parramatta, whether they serve with one of Council’s teams or in 
local community organisations such as service clubs, not-for-profit 
organisations, faith-based groups, arts and culture groups, sports 
teams, recreation clubs, and charities. 

Record of Voting: 

For the Motion: Unanimous 

 

9. PUBLIC FORUM 

 Speaker Report No. Report Title 

1. Cheryl Bates Item 14.3 Establishment of a Heritage Facility in Fleet Street 
Precinct 

2.  Greg Monaghan Item 16.3 Progress Report - Grant Application for the Upgrade 
of Belmore Park (Richie Benaud Oval) 

 

Note: All Councillors were provided with copies of the Public Forum submissions  
prior to the Council Meeting. 

 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS - ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor Pandey 
 
In Accordance with Clause 8.2 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, that Council 
amend the Order of Business for this meeting to allow for the consideration of the  
following items prior to any other business on the agenda. 
 

• Item14.3: Notice of Motion - Establishment of a Heritage Facility in Fleet Street 
Precinct.  

 

UNCONFIR
MED
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• Item 16.3: Notice of Motion - Progress Report - Grant Application for the 
Upgrade of Belmore Park (Richie Benaud Oval). 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 
 
14.3 Establishment of a Heritage Facility in Fleet Street Precinct 

(Councillor Georgina Valjak) 

4718 MOTION: Councillor Valjak and Councillor Garrard 

That the CEO provide a report to Council on the potential establishment 
of a stand-alone heritage facility in the Fleet Street Precinct, including 
estimated capital and operational costs, potential funding sources and 
opportunities to partner with relevant State agencies and local 
stakeholders. 
 
 
AMENDMENT: Councillor MacLean and Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor 
Prociv 
 

That Council defer further consideration of this matter until such time as 
the Property Strategy and Cultural Strategy is complete. 
 
Record of Voting: 

For the Amendment: Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber and Councillors 
Bradley, Darley, Humphries, MacLean, Pandey and Deputy Lord Mayor, 
Councillor Prociv 
 
Against the Amendment: Councillors Garrard, Green, Siviero, Valjak, 
Wang and Wearne 
 
On being Put to the meeting, voting on the Amendment was seven (7) 
votes FOR and six (6) votes AGAINST. The Amendment became the 
MOTION. 
 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean and Councillor Prociv 
 
That Council defer further consideration of this matter until such time as 
the Property Strategy and Cultural Strategy is complete. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
  

UNCONFIR
MED
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PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 

MOVE TO CLOSED SESSION 

RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Prociv 

That at this time of the meeting, being 7.33pm, the Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber 
advised that the meeting would move into Closed Confidential Session to allow 
consideration of matters in Closed Session in accordance with Section 10A of the 
Local Government Act 1993. Accordingly, members of the press and public are 
excluded from the closed session and access to the correspondence and reports 
relating to the items considered during the course of the Closed Session will be 
withheld. 

This action is taken to discuss: 
 

Item 16.3  Progress Report - Grant Application for the Upgrade of Belmore 
Park (Richie Benaud Oval)  (Councillor Sameer Pandey) 
 

This report is confidential in accordance with section 10A (2) (c) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 as the report contains information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 
(or proposes to conduct) business. 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 

 

16.3 Progress Report - Grant Application for the Upgrade of Belmore 
Park (Richie Benaud Oval) 

(Councillor Sameer Pandey) 

 RESOLVED: Councillor Pandey and Councillor MacLean 
 

That the CEO provide a report to Council on 11 June 2024 that provides: 

i. An update on the progress of Council’s 2023 grant application to 
the Federal Government’s Priority Community Infrastructure 
Program (PCIP);  

ii. Proposed project construction milestones, including any options for 
fast tracking the project if the grant funding application is 
successful; and  

iii. Project costs and any relevant budget allocations by Council to 
date. 

Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
  

UNCONFIR
MED
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PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Prociv 

That Council return to open session. 
 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 
 
Note: Council returned to Open Session at 7.35pm. 
 
 
 

PETITIONS  

 
NIL 
 
 

12.     REPORTS TO COUNCIL – FOR NOTATION 

 
12.1 Investment Report for) April 2024 

(Report of Tax and Treasury Accountant) 

 This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting. 

 
 
12.2 Referral of Inspection Reports by Fire and Rescue NSW 

(Report of Team Leader Building Compliance) 

 This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting. 
 
 
12.3 Library Opening Times - Customer Feedback 

(Report of Library Services Manager) 

4719 RESOLVED: Councillor Darley  and Councillor Wearne 
 
That Council receive and note the report. 
 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
  

UNCONFIR
MED



City of Parramatta Council - Minutes of Council Meeting - Monday, 27 May 2024 

 

Page 19 of 594 

Question Taken on Notice (Councillor Darley) regarding Item 12.3 Library Opening 
Times - Customer Feedback; 

• Do we know the qualitative reasons why people were dissatisfied with the 
Library Hours? 

 
 
12.4 Minutes of the Traffic Engineering Advisory Group - 24 April 2024  

(Report of Traffic and Transport Manager) 

 This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting. 
 

 
13.  REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

 
13.1 Quarterly Budget Review - March 2024 

(Report of Chief Financial Officer) 

4720 RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor MacLean 
 
(a) That Council adopt the March 2024 Quarterly Budget Review 

Statement (QBRS) and the Responsible Accounting Officer’s report 
on the financial position of the Council (Attachment 1). 
 

(b) That Council approve the revised budget for the 2023/24 financial 
year: 

 

i) Net operating result (including capital) of $172.6 million 
surplus (including the loss on asset disposal of $2.2 
million and additional capital revenue of $83.2 million). 
 

ii) Underlying net operating result (excluding capital) of 
$91.6 million surplus. 

 

iii) Capital expenditure of $214.2 million. 
 

Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
13.3 Adoption of Media Policy 2024 

(Report of Policy Officer) 

4721 RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor Valjak 
 
That this item be deferred to the next Council Meeting on 11 June 2024. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 

UNCONFIR
MED
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ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 

At 8.36pm, The Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber adjourned the meeting and the following 
Councillors were present:  
 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber, Deputy Lord Mayor Councillor Prociv and Councillors 
Bradley, Darley, Garrard, Green, Humphries (online), MacLean, Pandey, Siviero, 
Valjak, Wang (online) and Wearne. 
 
 
RECONVENED MEETING 
 

At 8.50pm, the Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber reconvened the meeting and the 
following Councillors were present: 
 
Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber, Deputy Lord Mayor Councillor Prociv and Councillors 
Bradley, Darley, Garrard, Green, Humphries (online), MacLean, Pandey, Siviero, 
Valjak, Wang (online) and Wearne. 
 
 
13.4 Adoption of Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure 

Contributions Plan (Amendment No 3) - Church Street North Precinct 

(Report of Project Officer) 

4722 RECOMMENDATION: Councillor Garrard and Councillor MacLean 
 
(a) That Council note the submissions made during the public exhibition 

of draft Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure Contributions 
Plan (Amendment No. 3) and the officer responses provided at 
Attachment 1. 

 
(b) That Council adopt the Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure 

Contributions Plan (Amendment No. 3) provided at Attachment 2 to 
allow the proposed contributions rates – being 4% for development 
that contains residential accommodation, and 3% for any other 
development – to be applied to the Church Street North Precinct. 

 
(c) That Council authorise submission of the approved contributions 

plan at Attachment 2 and the supporting Justification Report 
Supplement at Attachment 3 to the Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure with a request for: 

 
i. the Minister of Planning and Public Spaces to amend 

Section 209 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2021 to apply the new rates specified in the 
approved contributions plan; and 
 

ii. the rates to be applied no later than that 1 July 2023 which 
is the date that new planning controls for the precinct 
specified in State Environmental Planning Policy (Church 
Street North Precinct) 2023  (CSN SEPP) come into force. 
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(d) That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make any 
minor amendments and corrections of a non-policy and 
administrative nature that may arise during finalisation of Parramatta 
City Centre Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan (Amendment No 
3).  

 
(e) That Council note that Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure 

Contributions Plan (Amendment No 3) will come into effect upon 
amendment of Section 209 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021 by the Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces and this will be notified on Council’s website. 

 
AMENDMENT: Councillor Bradley and Councillor Darley 
 
(a) That Council note the submissions made during the public exhibition 

of draft Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure Contributions 
Plan (Amendment No. 3) and the officer responses provided at 
Attachment 1. 

 

(b) That Council adopt the Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure 
Contributions Plan (Amendment No. 3) provided at Attachment 2 to 
allow the proposed contributions rates – being 4.5% for development 
that contains residential accommodation, and 3.5% for any other 
development – to be applied to the Church Street North Precinct. 

 

(c) That Council authorise submission of the approved contributions 
plan at Attachment 2 and the supporting Justification Report 
Supplement at Attachment 3 to the Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure with a request for: 

 

i. the Minister of Planning and Public Spaces to amend 
Section 209 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2021 to apply the new rates specified in the 
approved contributions plan; and 
 

ii. the rates to be applied no later than that 1 July 2023 which 
is the date that new planning controls for the precinct 
specified in State Environmental Planning Policy (Church 
Street North Precinct) 2023  (CSN SEPP) come into force. 

 
(d) That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make any minor 

amendments and corrections of a non-policy and administrative 
nature that may arise during finalisation of Parramatta City Centre 
Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan (Amendment No 3).  

 
(e) That Council note that Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure 

Contributions Plan (Amendment No 3) will come into effect upon 
amendment of Section 209 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021 by the Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces and this will be notified on Council’s website. 

 
Record of Voting: 
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For the Amendment:  Councillor Bradley 
 
Against the Amendment: Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber,  Deputy Lord 
Mayor Councillor Prociv,  Councillors Darley, Garrard, Green, 
Humphries, MacLean, Pandey, Siviero, Valjak, Wang and Wearne 
 
On being Put to the meeting, voting on the Amendment was one (1) vote 
FOR and twelve (12) votes AGAINST. The Amendment was LOST. 
 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor MacLean 
 
(a) That Council note the submissions made during the public exhibition 

of draft Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure Contributions 
Plan (Amendment No. 3) and the officer responses provided at 
Attachment 1. 

 
(b) That Council adopt the Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure 

Contributions Plan (Amendment No. 3) provided at Attachment 2 to 
allow the proposed contributions rates – being 4% for development 
that contains residential accommodation, and 3% for any other 
development – to be applied to the Church Street North Precinct. 

 
(c) That Council authorise submission of the approved contributions 

plan at Attachment 2 and the supporting Justification Report 
Supplement at Attachment 3 to the Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure with a request for: 

 
i. the Minister of Planning and Public Spaces to amend 

Section 209 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2021 to apply the new rates specified in the 
approved contributions plan; and 
 

ii. the rates to be applied no later than that 1 July 2023 which 
is the date that new planning controls for the precinct 
specified in State Environmental Planning Policy (Church 
Street North Precinct) 2023  (CSN SEPP) come into force. 

 
(d) That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make any 

minor amendments and corrections of a non-policy and 
administrative nature that may arise during finalisation of Parramatta 
City Centre Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan (Amendment No 
3).  

 
(e) That Council note that Parramatta City Centre Local Infrastructure 

Contributions Plan (Amendment No 3) will come into effect upon 
amendment of Section 209 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021 by the Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces and this will be notified on Council’s website. 

 
Record of Voting: 
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CARRIED  
 
Note:  Councillor Bradley requested that he be recorded as an official vote 

AGAINST the above Motion. 
 

 
 
 
13.5 Approval of Planning Proposal for 8 Lincluden Place, Oatlands 

(Report of Project Officer) 

4723 RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor Valjak 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the submissions made during the 

exhibition period. 
 
(b) That Council approve the finalisation of the Planning Proposal, at 

Attachment 1, for land at 8 Lincluden Place, Oatlands. 
 
(c) That Council enters into the Planning Agreement at Attachment 2 

and delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer to sign it on 
behalf of Council. 

 
(d) That Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to 

make any minor amendments and corrections of a non-policy and 
administrative nature that may arise during the plan finalisation 
process relating to the Planning Proposal and Planning Agreement. 

 
(e) That Council note the advice of the Local Planning Panel at 

Attachment 3 is consistent with the Council Officer’s 
recommendation to support the proposal. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
  UNCONFIR
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13.7 Public Exhibition of Draft Code of Meeting Practice 

(Report of Policy Officer) 

4724 MOTION:  Councillor Wearne and Councillor Garrard 
 

(a) That the draft Code of Meeting Practice be placed on public 
exhibition for the prescribed period of 42 days. 

 

(b) That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to make any 
necessary editorial and content changes to the draft Code of 
Meeting Practice for public exhibition to give effect to Council’s 
resolution. 

 

(c) That following public exhibition, officers submit the final Code of 
Meeting Practice to Council for adoption. 

 
 
AMENDMENT: Councillor Darley and Councillor Bradley 
 
(a) That the draft Code of Meeting Practice be placed on public 

exhibition for the prescribed period of 42 days. 
 
(i) Clause 5.37 ‘within 5 days’ 
(ii) Update Clause 3.15 the restriction of one (1) Question with 

Notice to three (3). 
(iii) Clause 4.9 remove the words ‘a total of up to 15 minutes will 

be allocated for the entire consideration of Public Forum’. 
 

(b) That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to make any 
necessary editorial and content changes to the draft Code of Meeting 
Practice for public exhibition to give effect to Council’s resolution. 

 

(c) That following public exhibition, officers submit the final Code of 
Meeting Practice to Council for adoption. 

 

 
On being Put to the Meeting the Amendment was LOST. 
 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor Wearne and Councillor Garrard 
 
(a) That the draft Code of Meeting Practice be placed on public 

exhibition for the prescribed period of 42 days, with inclusion of the 
following amendment  

 
(i) Clause 4.9 remove the words ‘a total of up to 15 minutes 

will be allocated for the entire consideration of Public 
Forum’. 

 

(b) That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to make any 
necessary editorial and content changes to the draft Code of Meeting 
Practice for public exhibition to give effect to Council’s resolution. 
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(c) That following public exhibition, officers submit the final Code of 
Meeting Practice to Council for adoption. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
13.8 Parramatta as a C40 Global City - Application for Membership 

(Report of Manager Sustainability & Waste; Acting Manager Environmental 
Sustainability) 

4725 RESOLVED: Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Prociv and Councillor 
MacLean 
 
(a) That Council authorise the CEO to apply to join the C40 Global City 

program as an “Innovator” member, by submitting an expression 
of interest through the official channels. 

 
(b) That Councillors be notified of the outcome of the expression of 

interest.  
 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
Note: At 9.39pm and due to disclosed a pecuniary interest in the following Item 

(Item 13.9), the Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber vacated the Chair and left the 
meeting. The Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Prociv assumed the role of 
Chairperson. 

 
Note:   Councillors Green, Siviero and Valjak left the meeting at 9.39pm. 
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13.9 Gateway Request: Planning Proposal for North East Parramatta 
(North-East Planning Investigation Area) 

(Report of Team Leader Land Use Planning) 

4726 Note:    Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber disclosed a pecuniary interest in this 
Item and he did not participate in the consideration or voting on 
the matter. 

Note:    Councillor Valjak disclosed a significant non-pecuniary interest in 
this Item and she did not participate in the consideration or voting 
on the matter. 

Note:     Councillor Siviero disclosed a significant non-pecuniary interest 
in this Item and he did not participate in the consideration or 
voting on the matter. 

RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean and Councillor Pandey 
 
(a) That Council approve: 

 
i. The Planning Proposal at Attachment 1 for the purposes of it 

being forwarded to the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure to request the issuing of a Gateway 
Determination for the land identified as the North-East 
Planning Investigation Area which seeks the following changes 
to the Parramatta Local Environmental Plan 2023: 

 
a. Increase the Maximum Floor Space Ratio from 0.8:1 to a 

range between 2:1 and 3.6:1; and  
b. Increase the Maximum Height of Building from 11m to a 

range between 24m and 40m (approximately 6 – 12 
storeys). 

 
ii. The supporting draft DCP amendments at Attachment 2 

applying to the land in the North-East Planning Investigation 
Area for the purposes of public exhibition. 

 
(b) That Council advise the Department of Planning, Housing and 

Infrastructure that the CEO will be seeking to exercise her plan-
making delegations for this Planning Proposal, as authorised by 
Council on 26 November 2012. 
 

(c) That Council authorise the CEO, if the Gateway determination is 
issued by the Department, to place the draft DCP amendments on 
public exhibition concurrently with the Planning Proposal.    

 
(d) That Council note the Parramatta Local Planning Panel’s (LPP) 

advice to Council (refer to Attachment 4) is consistent with Council 
officers’ recommendation in the report. 

 
(e) That Council delegate authority to the CEO to correct any minor 

anomalies of a non-policy and administrative nature that arise 
during the plan-making process. 
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Record of Voting: 
 

For the Motion:, Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Prociv and Councillors 
Garrard, Humphries, MacLean, Pandey, Wang and Wearne 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Bradley and Darley 
 
 
On being Put to the meeting, voting on the Motion was seven (7) votes 
FOR and two (2) votes AGAINST. The Motion was CARRIED. 
 

 
 
Note: At 9.53pm the Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber returned to the meeting and 

resumed the role of Chairperson. 

Note: Councillors Green, Siviero and Valjak returned to the meeting at 9.53pm. 
 
 
14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 DEFERRED OCM 13 May 2024, Procurement of Australian Goods 

(Councillor Ange Humphries) 

4727 RESOLVED: Councillor Humphries and Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber 

(a) That this Council prefers the use of Australian supplies, 
manufacturers, goods and services. 

(b) For future tenders, preferably locally sourced and Australian made 
products be given additional weighting when items are procured by 
Council staff. 

Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
14.2 Safety of e-Bikes 

(Deputy Lord Mayor Clr Dr Patricia Prociv) 

4728 RESOLVED: Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Prociv and Councillor Green 

(a) That Council note: 

i. The influx of delivery riders riding electric power-assisted 
bikes (e-bikes) in the City of Parramatta Local Government 
Area. 

ii. Some CBD delivery drivers currently ride e-bikes that have 
a larger than normal legally permitted motors, allowing 
speeds in excess of the legally permitted speed limit of 
25kmh. 

iii. E-bike delivery riders currently ride on the Light Rail tracks. 
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iv. With the commencement of Light Rail services, e-bike 
delivery riders servicing cafes and restaurants on the Light 
Rail route may illegally share footpaths with pedestrians and 
wheelchair users. 
 

(b) That Council recognises the importance of the safety of all active 
transport users in the City of Parramatta Local Government Area, 
pedestrians, wheelchair users, bicycle riders etc. 

 
(c) That Council write to the Minister for Transport, the Hon. Jo Haylen 

MP, the Minister for Roads, the Hon. John Graham MLC, the 
Minister for Police and Counter-Terrorism, the Hon. Yasmin Catley 
MP, the Minister for Work Health and Safety , the Hon. Sophie Cotsis 
MP and the Minister for Better Regulation and Fair Trading, the Hon. 
Anoulack Chanthivong MP and the State Member for Parramatta, 
Ms Donna Davis MP: 

i. Expressing concern about the un-safe conditions and 
conflict between active transport footpath users and e-bike 
delivery riders; and 

ii. Advocating for compliance enforcement with NSW Road 
Rules - Bicycle among e-bike delivery riders including 
consideration for requiring occupational licenses for e-bike 
delivery riders and/or the platforms that assign them work. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
Note: Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Prociv left the meeting at 10.30pm and did 

not return. 
 
 
14.4 Proposed Establishment of an Entrepreneur Grant Program 

(Councillor Sameer Pandey) 

4729 RESOLVED: Councillor Pandey and Councillor Green 

(a) That a report come back to a Council meeting in August 2024 on 
details of an entrepreneur grant program including financial 
assistance or non-financial assistance options. 

 
(b) That the CEO investigate potential funding sources. 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
 

UNCONFIR
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15. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

15.1 Questions Taken on Notice at the 13 May 2024 Council Meeting 

(Report of Council Secretariat & Policy Officer) 

4730 QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE: 
 
Councillor Garrard asked two questions in relation to Item 13.3 – LATE 
REPORT: Public Exhibition: 'Parramatta 2050' - A Long Term Strategic 
Vision for the City; 
 

• How much has the work that has already been undertaken cost to 
date including external consultants? 

  
Executive Director City Planning and Design Response: 

 
 The cost to date is $84,000 funded from the 2023/24 City Strategy 

operational budget. 
 

• There is no mention of consultation with youth? 
 

     Executive Director City Planning and Design Response: 
 

As part of the preparation of draft Parramatta 2050, Council staff 
utilised the results of existing consultations, which included youth 
consultation undertaken as part of the refresh of the Cultural, 
Social, Economic, Environmental and Smart City and Innovation 
strategies.  Additionally, representatives from Western SRC 
(WSU’s Student Representative Committee) have attended an 
external focus group session to provide feedback.  The exhibition 
program for Parramatta 2050 also includes three activities 
specifically with young people: a youth-focused event, a primary 
school-focused event, and an engagement with young children in 
an early learning setting. 

 

 
Councillor Bradley asked a question in relation to Item 13.4: Public 
Exhibition: Draft Kleins Road Pedestrian and Cyclist Corridor Study; 
 

• The location of the bridge, is there a reason why the bridge could 
not be designed to be a little further upstream? 
 
Executive Director City Planning and Design Response: 
 
The location of the bridge (red line on image below) is based on a 
number of factors: 
 

1) The land identified in yellow (on the image below) is privately 
owned and therefore the bridge cannot be located on that land. 
The current proposed alignment is the furthest upstream the 
bridge could be located whilst remaining on publicly owned 
land. 
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2) The preferred location is close to existing power lines that have 
been kept clear of vegetation for decades (blue box on the 
image below), because of this it is the location likely to have 
the lowest ecological impact. Should the bridge be pushed 
further east, new paths at the top of bank would need to be 
cleared of vegetation to get users to the alternate bridge 
location. 

 

3) In this location the creek narrows and has steep embankments, 
this makes the bridge shorter and simpler to build. Minimising 
the size of the new structure will decrease the visual and 
environmental impact (especially given an attempt to avoid 
putting piers in the creek). 

 

4) It lines up with the existing and proposed street network. The 
advantages of this are best demonstrated by the Alfred Street 
bridge where as a user you walk towards the bridge on the 
approaching streets with clear sight lines. This makes following 
the path much easier for first time users. 

                    

 
 

 
 

  

 

UNCONFIR
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PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 

MOVE TO CLOSED SESSION 

RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean and Councillor Garrard 

That at this time of the meeting, being 10.40pm, the Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber 
advised that the meeting would move into Closed Confidential Session to allow 
consideration of matters in Closed Session in accordance with Section 10A of the 
Local Government Act 1993. Accordingly, members of the press and public are 
excluded from the closed session and access to the correspondence and reports 
relating to the items considered during the course of the Closed Session will be 
withheld. 

This action is taken to discuss: 
 

Item 16.1 Stage 2 Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works - Archer Park 
Memorandum Of Understanding (Project Interface Manager - Parramatta Light Rail) 

 

This report is confidential in accordance with section 10A (2) (e) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 as the report contains information that would, if 
disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law. 

 
Item 16.2  Adoption of the Parramatta River Flood Study (Stormwater 

Management Coordinator) 
 

This report is confidential in accordance with section 10A (2) (c) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 as the report contains information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 
(or proposes to conduct) business. 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 
 

Note:        Council moved into closed session at 10.41pm 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
16.1 Stage 2 Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works - Archer Park 

Memorandum Of Understanding 

(Report of Project Interface Manager - Parramatta Light Rail) 

 RECOMMENDATION: Councillor MacLean and Councillor Bradley 
 
(a) That Council enter into and authorise the CEO to execute the 

following documents in relation to the Archer Park Lands, Melrose 
Park South: 
 
i. The Stage 2 Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works Archer Park 

Memorandum of Understanding (“Archer Park MOU”) 
provided at Attachments 1-3.  
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ii. The leasehold agreement, and s29 agreement under the Land 
Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991, Attachments 
4 & 5. 

iii. All other documents and ancillary agreements necessary to 
implement and manage Council's obligations under the Archer 
Park MoU and leasehold agreement. 

 
(b) That Council authorise the CEO to make any non-significant 

changes necessary to finalise the abovementioned documents.  
 
(c) Further that the Rosehill Ward Councillors discuss the potential 

allocation of the Lease payment for identified Local or Ward 
Community Infrastructure Projects. 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 

 
Questions Taken on Notice (Councillor Darley and Garrard) regarding Item 16.1 Stage 
2 Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works - Archer Park Memorandum Of 
Understanding; 
 
 

16.2 Adoption of the Parramatta River Flood Study 

(Report of Stormwater Management Coordinator) 

 The Lord Mayor, Councillor Esber deferred this item until then next 
meeting on 11 June 2024 to allow time for consideration and debate. 

 
 
 
PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor MacLean 

That Council move into open session. 
 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED  
 
 
Note:       Council returned to Open Session at 10.56pm. 
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PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 

CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
RESOLVED: Councillor Garrard and Councillor MacLean 
 
That the recommendations in relation to the following items be received and noted as 
resolutions of Council without any alteration and amendment thereto:  
 

• Item 16.1: Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works - Archer Park Memorandum 
Of Understanding  

• Item 16.3: Progress Report - Grant Application for the Upgrade of Belmore 
Park (Richie Benaud Oval) 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
 
 

16.1 Stage 2 Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works - Archer Park 
Memorandum Of Understanding 

(Report of Project Interface Manager - Parramatta Light Rail) 

4731 RESOLVED: Councillor MacLean and Councillor Bradley 
 
(a) That Council enter into and authorise the CEO to execute the 

following documents in relation to the Archer Park Lands, Melrose 
Park South: 
 
i. The Stage 2 Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works Archer Park 

Memorandum of Understanding (“Archer Park MOU”) 
provided at Attachments 1-3.  

ii. The leasehold agreement, and s29 agreement under the Land 
Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991, Attachments 
4 & 5. 

iii. All other documents and ancillary agreements necessary to 
implement and manage Council's obligations under the Archer 
Park MoU and leasehold agreement. 

 
(c) That Council authorise the CEO to make any non-significant 

changes necessary to finalise the abovementioned documents.  
 
(d) Further that the Rosehill Ward Councillors discuss the potential 

allocation of the Lease payment for identified Local or Ward 
Community Infrastructure Projects. 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 
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16.3 Progress Report - Grant Application for the Upgrade of Belmore Park 
(Richie Benaud Oval) 

(Councillor Sameer Pandey) 

4732 RESOLVED: Councillor Pandey and Councillor MacLean 
 
That the CEO provide a report to Council on 11 June 2024 that provides: 

i. An update on the progress of Council’s 2023 grant application to 
the Federal Government’s Priority Community Infrastructure 
Program (PCIP);  

ii. Proposed project construction milestones, including any options for 
fast tracking the project if the grant funding application is 
successful; and  

iii. Project costs and any relevant budget allocations by Council to 
date. 

 
Record of Voting: 

CARRIED 

 
 
CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

The meeting concluded at 10.57 pm. 

 
This page and the preceding 27 pages are the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting 
held on Monday, 27 May 2024 and confirmed on Tuesday, 11 June 2024. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
          Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 UNCONFIR
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR NOTATION 

ITEM NUMBER 12.1 

SUBJECT Annual Christmas/New Year Close Down Period 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09464627 

REPORT OF Acting Executive Director People Culture & Workplace         
 
 

CSP THEME: Fair, Green, Innovative, Thriving or Welcoming> 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  October 2023 and Budget Workshops (9). 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the proposed dates for the annual 
Christmas/New Year Close Down period. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note the dates for the annual Christmas/New Year close down period for 
2024/25, being Monday 23 December 2024 until Friday 3 January 2025, inclusive. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Traditionally Council has closed to the public during the Christmas/New Year 

period and all staff have been provided with three paid additional annual leave 
days (Grant Days).   
 

2. This additional paid leave is above the Award entitlement and provided for under 
the Enterprise Agreement. Staff who are required to work during this period 
receive three Grant Days to be taken at a later date.  
 

3. The cost of providing three additional paid leave days to staff each year is 
approximately $1.39 million at current rates of pay. 

 
2023/2024 Close Down Period  

 
4. During the 2023/24 Christmas/New Year closedown period staff used a total of 

3649 days leave during the closedown – this included annual leave, grant days, 
time in lieu, long service leave, flex leave and accrued RDOs.  
 

5. Staff response to the close down period was positive with many reporting 
improved mental health and wellbeing outcomes arising from the four days of 
additional leave taken during the close down period. 

 
6. The leave taken across the close down period resulted in a significant reduction 

in Council’s leave liability of $1.08 million.   
 

7. During the two-week Christmas/New Year Close Down period, three public 
holidays and three Grant Days fall, meaning that a maximum of four leave days 
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need to be taken by staff from their leave entitlements (annual leave, Long 
Service Leave, flex or time in lieu) to cover the balance of the close down period. 

 
8. The positive impact on Council’s leave liability and employee costs as a result of 

the Christmas/New Year Close Down period in 2023/24 has been discussed at 
recent Councillor Budget Workshops and the potential future savings arising from 
this practice was recognised. 
 

9. In addition, Council’s ARIC has recognised both the wellbeing/health and 
financial benefits of the annual close down period, including the reduction in 
Council’s outstanding employee leave liability. 

 
 
LEVELS OF SERVICE DURING THE HOLIDAY PERIOD 
 
10. No complaints were received from the public regarding the reduced levels of 

service during the 2023/24 close down period.   
 

11. It is therefore intended to continue those same levels of service and opening 
hours during the close down period in 2024/25. 
 

12. During the closedown period essential services will continue to be provided and 
some community services will remain in operation in a reduced capacity: 

 
a. Cleansing functions will continue to ensure appropriate service levels 

are maintained; 
b. Parks operations will have reduced staff available to respond to 

customer requests and asset risk management; 
c. Regulatory services will operate in a reduced capacity; 
d. Parramatta Aquatic Centre (PAC) and Epping Aquatic Centre (EAC) will 

be closed on Christmas Day; 
e. PAC and EAC will operate on adjusted hours; 
f. PAC creche will be closed; 
g. Meals on Wheels will not operate on Public Holidays or Grant Days 

however Council will be able to respond to urgent meal needs; 
h. Council’s recreation booking office will be closed with an on-call 

arrangement for any urgent needs; 
i. All Early Learning Centres will be closed; 
j. Parramatta Library at Phive will be closed during Public Holidays; 
k. Dundas, Constitution Hill, Epping, Ermington and Wentworth Point 

Libraries will be closed; 
l. Community Hubs at Phive will be closed on Public Holidays; 
m. Parramatta Artist Studios will remain open for contracted artists only; and 
n. Riverside Theatre will be closed on Public Holidays. 
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CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Councillor Consultation 
 
7. The positive impact on Council’s leave liability and employee costs as a result 

of the Christmas closedown in 2023/24 has been discussed at the 2024/25 
budget workshops (workshops held on 28 Oct 2023, 30 Oct 2023, 6 Dec 2023, 
7 Feb 2024, 14 Feb 2024, 28 Feb 2024, 6 Mar 2024, 27 Mar 2024 and 10 Apr 
2024).  The potential future savings by continuing with this practice was 
recognised. 

 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
9. Clause 23D(vii) of the Award requires Council to give staff at least four weeks’ 

notice of a requirement to take leave in the circumstances of a close down of up 
to two weeks. 
 

10. Staff have recently requested confirmation of the close down dates for 2024/2025 
at various staff briefings and meetings in order to plan holidays and leave for the 
Christmas period. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
10. Implementing an annual close down period with staff taking three grant days and 

four leave days has the potential to reduce Council’s leave liability by 
approximately $460,000 per day. 

 
11. Clause 23D(vii)(2) of the Local Government (State) Award provides that staff who 

do not have sufficient leave accrued to cover the period of the close down shall 
be provided with meaningful duties. In effect this means that any staff who have 
less than four days leave available from either annual, Long Service, flex or time 
in lieu accruals can work during the second week of the close down for the 
number of days that they have a shortfall of leave accrued.  Less than 5 staff did 
not have sufficient accrued leave during the 2023/24 clsoe down. 

 
12. To ensure Council effectively manages future Grant Day leave liabilities, all staff 

that are required to work during the close down period are required to take their 
grant days leave before 31 March each year. 

 
13. During the 2023/24 Christmas/New Year closedown period staff used a total of 

3649 days leave for the four additional days of the closedown – this included 
annual leave, grant days, time in lieu, long service leave, flex leave and accrued 
RDOs. The leave taken across those additional four days resulted in a reduction 
in leave liability of $1.08m million.   
 

14. A concerted focus by the leadership group has seen leave liability reduce 
substantially since the beginning of the financial year as shown below. 
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16. Time in Lieu liability during the first half of the financial year peaked in November 

2023 but reduced significantly over the close down period and has continued to 
decrease in subsequent months. 

 
 
 
Brendan Clifton 
Chief People, Culture and Performance Officer 
 
Roxanne Thornton 
Group Manager Office of the Lord Mayor and CEO 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.1 

SUBJECT DEFERRED FROM OCM 12 FEBRUARY 2024 - Adoption of 
the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09321582 

REPORT OF Senior Project Officer Transport Planning         
 
 

CSP THEME:   Accessible 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Additional Councillor Workshops since deferral: 19 
February 2024, 2 April 2024, 6 May 2024. 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek Council’s adoption of the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council note the outcome of the public exhibition of the draft Parramatta 

Bike Plan 2024 as detailed in this report and Attachment 2.  
 

(b) That Council adopt the draft Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 as provided at 
Attachment 1.  

 
(c) That Council approve the Cycling Projects Development Procedure provided at 

Attachment 5. 
 
(d) That where contact details have been provided, Council officers write to 

submitters advising them of the adoption of the Bike Plan and thank them for 
their submission.  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Council’s Bike Plan sets the overarching planning for infrastructure and programs 

to support cycling in the Local Government Area (LGA). The vision of the draft 
Bike Plan is to enhance accessibility, livability, productivity and sustainability 
through cycling; and for members of the community to feel safe when cycling as 
well as increase the number of cycling trips (see Section 2 in Attachment 1).  
 

2. Since the previous Bike Plan 2017 was adopted by Council, there have been 
significant changes in:  

 
a. Land Use, with a number of precincts proceeding through the planning 

process and new planning controls being finalised. 
 

b. Delivered and planned cycling infrastructure such as the Escarpment 
Boardwalk, Duck River Nature Trail and the Alfred Street Bridge.  
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c. Increased population density, changes in how many people rode a bike 
during or after COVID (see Figure 1 and Figure 2 below), as well as 
changes in community expectations.  

 
d. NSW Government policies related to cycling (have been updated) such 

as the Cycleways Design Toolbox 2020, Active Transport Strategy 2022, 
and Strategic Cycleways Corridors 2023. 

 

 
Figure 1: Patronage on the River Foreshore paths under James Ruse Drive 

 
 

 
Figure 2: Carlingford and Epping Travel Survey: Proportion of those surveyed between 2019 to 2023 
who cycle to work or study (average 395 respondents per year) 

 
3. At its meeting of 10 July 2023, Council resolved: 
 

a) That Council endorses for the purposes of public exhibition the draft 
Parramatta Bike Plan 2023 at Attachment 1 for a period of not less than 
28 days. 
 

b) That Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to make 
formatting and minor editorial adjustments to the draft Parramatta Bike Plan 
2023. 
 

c) Further, that the results of the public exhibition of the draft Parramatta Bike 
Plan 2023 be reported back to Council for its consideration. 

 
4. The draft Bike Plan was publicly exhibited from 31 July - 31 August 2023 with 

just over 1,200 points of engagement recorded, resulting in 809 submissions 
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(138 comments recorded at drop-in sessions, 72 written submissions and 599 
comments made on interactive map).  

 
5. The exhibition was promoted through the Participate Parramatta Community and 

The Community Connective electronic newsletter, paid and organic social media 
activity, pavement stickers and an advertisement in the local newspaper, Parra 
News.  

 
6. Six face to face drop in sessions were held with officers speaking to 531 people 

for a total of 133 recorded comments, and distributing 70kg of bananas as part 
of a ‘Banana for your thoughts?’ promotion. Sessions as below. 
 

• 7:00am to 10:00am on Wednesday 9 August at the CBD Foreshore near 
the Escarpment Boardwalk 

• Midday to 1pm on Wednesday 16 August at the Parramatta Markets 

• 8:00am - 11:00am on Thursday 17 August at Dundas Station 

• 6:30am - 10:30am on Saturday 19 August at the CBD Foreshore near the 
Escarpment Boardwalk 

• 2:00pm to 5:30pm on Wednesday 23 August at the CBD Foreshore near 
the Escarpment Boardwalk 

• 2:00pm - 5:00pm on Friday 25 August at the eastern side of Epping 
Station 

 
7. A total of 72 written submissions were received from individuals, community 

groups, the local Bicycle User Groups (BUG) and the peak cycling advocacy 
group (Bicycle NSW).  

  
8. An online interactive map was made available online that allowed users to drop 

themed pins that “support”, “object” or “comment”.  A total of 598 pins were 
placed with strong concentrations around the CBD, Epping and along regional 
routes. 
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Figure 3: Heatmap of comments 

 
9. A summary of the key themes across all engagement is provided in Issues / 

Options / Consequences below, along with summary diagrams and maps.  
 

10. Feedback from the online map, drop-in sessions and written submissions is 
provided in more detail at Attachment 2 in the Engagement Evaluation and Key 
Findings Report.  A full list of all comments (online/in-person/direct) is available 
on the Participate Parramatta Portal at 
https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/bike-plan-refresh. Respondents 
can look up their comment on a map or on a list and read an officer response 
that directly addresses their feedback and any subsequent actions using this 
table on council’s website. 

 
11. Council considered the draft Bike Plan for finalisation at its meeting on 12 

February 2024 and resolved to defer the report for a workshop. Three workshops 
were held with Councillors.  The focus of these workshops was the process 
followed for design development of cycling projects and ensuring Councillors 
were involved, with a particular focus on the CBD and the proposed Marsden 
Street Cycleway. 

 
12. A ‘Cycleways Project Development Procedure’ has been drafted to clarify and 

formalise the existing process and is available at Attachment 5. This is to 
address concern raised by Councillors about the process Council Officers follow 
in obtaining Councillor endorsement throughout the design and delivery process 
and if endorsed by Council will establish a clear consultation protocol for this 
design and delivery process.  

 

https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/bike-plan-refresh
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13. The following paragraph in italics has been added as a ‘break out’ box in the Bike 
Plan in a new section titled, ‘What we heard in 2023’. This paragraph provides a 
summary for the community about how cycling projects are developed and 
approved. It seeks to provide transparency about the design process for the 
broader community. It is proposed to read as follows:    

 
Projects that make changes to the public domain involve careful 
consideration of budget as well as trade-offs between different users and 
elements. These all need to be carefully considered during the design 
process that follows on from a Bike Plan being endorsed. Feedback from 
the community and their representatives the Councillors, is critical for a 
successful project. Once a design has been prepared for the community to 
provide feedback, prior to public exhibition Councillors are consulted and 
Council endorsement sought. Community feedback is sought during 
exhibition (for a minimum of 28 days under the Roads Act 1993 for any on-
street projects), and this is reported back to Councillors, Council and 
Parramatta Traffic Committee for their consideration and decision. 

 
14. A number of options are available to Council in relation to the next steps for the 

Bike Plan.  Four (4) options are suggested as set out in Table 1 below. Council 
officers recommended “Option 1” as per the Report Recommendation.  If Council 
resolves another option i.e. Option 2, 3 or 4, suggested wording for part (b) of 
the Report Recommendation is included in Table 1.   

 
Table 1: Options 
Option 1 is: Bike Plan 2024 is endorsed as per Attachment 1. 

 
If Option 1 is the preferred option of Council, the current Recommendation 
(b) of this Council Report does not need to be amended.  This 
recommendation reads:  
 
(b) That Council adopt the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 as provided at 

Attachment 1. 
 
Council officer comment:   

i. Option 1 is the Council officer recommended option as it aligns 
with the strongest theme from the public exhibition: separate 
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. 

ii. This option also aligns with NSW Government strategies Greater 
Sydney Strategic Cycleways Corridors and Cycleways Design 
Toolbox and the Strategic Cycleways Corridors Plan 2023, as well 
as Council’s endorsed Integrated Transport Plan 2022 to support 
higher density in the CBD as part of the CBD Planning Proposal. 

Option 2 is:  
 

Bike Plan 2024 is endorsed as per Attachment 1 with the following 
amendment:  

- The removal of the Marsden Street Cycleway. 
 
If Option 2 is the preferred option of Council, the current Recommendation 
(b) of this Council Report needs to be deleted and replaced with the following:  
 

(b) That Council,  
1 Adopt the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 as provided at Attachment 

1 with the removal of the Marsden Street Cycleway;  
2 Seek advice from the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 

about whether the removal of the Marsden Street cycleway is 
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supported given it is identified in the State Government’s Greater 
Sydney Strategic Cycleways Corridors Plan 2023 and was also 
part of Council’s justification for the higher densities in the 
Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal and supporting Integrated 
Transport Plan 2022.   

3 Receive a report detailing the Minister’s response to Council’s 
request detailed in (2) above; and the action Council should take 
(including timeframes and cost) to: 
o amend the CBD Contributions Plan 2023 to remove the 

Marsden Street Cycleway from the Works Program, 
o approve an amendment to the Land Reservation Acquisition 

(LRA) Map in Parramatta Local Environmental Plan 2023 to 
remove the Regional Cycleways on the Marsden Street 
alignment; and that this amendment to the LRA Map occur as 
part of the next Housekeeping Local Environmental Plan 
(LEP). 

o approve an amendment to Parramatta Development Control 

Plan 2023 to remove controls and amend diagrams that 
incorporate the Marsden Street Cycleway; and that this 
amendment to the DCP occur as part of the next 
Housekeeping Development Control Plan.   

 
Council officer comments:   

1. Consequential implications of the amendment to remove the Marsden 
Street cycleway from the Bike Plan are:  
a. The CBD Contribution Plan 2023 must be amended to remove the 

Marsden Street Cycleway from the Works Program. To amend 
the Contribution Plan, Council must publicly exhibit this 
amendment; and  

b. The Land Reservation Acquisition (LRA) Map in Parramatta Local 
Environmental Plan 2023 must be amended to remove the LRA 
associated with Regional Cycleways on the Marsden Street 
alignment; and  

c. Parramatta Development Control Plan 2023 and the draft new 
controls for the Church Street North Precinct (that at the time of 
writing was on public exhibition) must be amended to remove 
controls and amend diagrams that incorporate the Marsden Street 
Cycleway. 

2. Risks with this option: There is a risk that the removal of the Marsden 
Street cycleway may not be supported by the State Government or 
the community for the following reasons: 
a. The Marsden Street Cycleway was part of the Integrated 

Transport Plan endorsed by Council in 2022 as part of its 
transport justification for the CBD Planning Proposal (finalised in 
the same year). To support the significant density increase 
implemented via the CBD Planning Proposal, cycleways were 
one of the measures Council indicated would be put in place to 
address the transport impacts associated with the additional 
density. The Department will need to consider whether they 
accept this change from the Integrated Transport Plan in 
determining whether the LRA should be removed.  

b. A north-south cycleway link through the CBD is part of the State 
Government’s ‘Greater Sydney Strategic Cycleways Corridors 
Plan’ 2023. The Marsden Street Cycleway proposal achieves the 
objectives of the Greater Sydney Strategic Cycleways Corridors 
Plan much better than the O’Connell Street cycleway for the 
following reasons: 
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o Separation between pedestrians and cyclists,  

o lower and safer traffic speeds,  

o opportunities for higher amenity with street tree planting, 

o closer proximity to where people will be riding to and from 

(employment, education, public transport).    
 
Council Officers do not recommend this option given the inconsistency with 
the strongest theme from the community feedback to the public exhibition, 
CBD Integrated Trasport Plan and State Government’s Strategic Cycleways 
Corridors Plan 2023 discussed above.  

Option 3 is:  
 

Bike Plan 2024 is endorsed as per Attachment 1 with the following 
amendments:  

- The Marsden Street Cycleway is replaced by a route along 
O’Connell Street.   

 
If Option 3 is the preferred option of Council, the current Recommendation 
(b) of this Council Report needs to be deleted and replaced with the following:  
 

(c) That Council,  
1 Adopt the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 as provided at Attachment 

1 with the removal of the Marsden Street Cycleway and O’Connell 
Street route identified as the regional route;  

2 Seek advice from the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 
about whether the removal of the Marsden Street cycleway is 
supported given it is identified in the State Government’s Greater 
Sydney Strategic Cycleways Corridors Plan 2023 and was also 
part of Council’s justification for the higher densities in the 
Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal and supporting Integrated 
Transport Plan 2022.   

3 Receive a report detailing the Minister’s response to Council’s 
request detailed in (2) above; and the action Council should take 
(including timeframes and cost) to: 
o amend the CBD Contributions Plan 2023 to remove the 

Marsden Street Cycleway from the Works Program, 
o approve an amendment to the Land Reservation Acquisition 

(LRA) Map in Parramatta Local Environmental Plan 2023 to 
remove the Regional Cycleways on the Marsden Street 
alignment; and that this amendment to the LRA Map occur as 
part of the next Housekeeping Local Environmental Plan 
(LEP). 

o approve an amendment to Parramatta Development Control 

Plan 2023 to remove controls and amend diagrams that 
incorporate the Marsden Street Cycleway; and that this 
amendment to the DCP occur as part of the next 
Housekeeping Development Control Plan.   

 
Council officer comments:   

3. Consequential implications of the amendment to replace the Marsden 
Street cycleway from the Bike Plan are:  
a. The CBD Contribution Plan 2023 must be amended to remove the 

Marsden Street Cycleway from the Works Program. To amend 
the Contribution Plan, Council must publicly exhibit this 
amendment; and  

b. The Land Reservation Acquisition (LRA) Map in Parramatta Local 
Environmental Plan 2023 must be amended to remove the LRA 
associated with Regional Cycleways on the Marsden Street 
alignment; and  
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c. Parramatta Development Control Plan 2023 and the draft new 
controls for the Church Street North Precinct (that at the time of 
writing was on public exhibition) must be amended to remove 
controls and amend diagrams that incorporate the Marsden Street 
Cycleway. 

4. Risks with this option: There is a risk that the removal of the Marsden 
Street cycleway may not be supported by the State Government or 
the community for the following reasons: 
a. The Marsden Street Cycleway was part of the Integrated 

Transport Plan endorsed by Council in 2022 as part of its 
transport justification for the CBD Planning Proposal (finalised in 
the same year). To support the significant density increase 
implemented via the CBD Planning Proposal, cycleways were 
one of the measures Council indicated would be put in place to 
address the transport impacts associated with the additional 
density. The Department will need to consider whether they 
accept this change from the Integrated Transport Plan in 
determining whether the LRA should be removed.  

b. A north-south cycleway link through the CBD is part of the State 
Government’s ‘Greater Sydney Strategic Cycleways Corridors 
Plan’ 2023. The Marsden Street Cycleway proposal achieves the 
objectives of the Greater Sydney Strategic Cycleways Corridors 
Plan much better than the O’Connell Street cycleway for the 
following reasons: 
o Separation between pedestrians and cyclists,  

o lower and safer traffic speeds,  

o opportunities for higher amenity with street tree planting, 

o closer proximity to where people will be riding to and from 

(employment, education, public transport).    
c. As O’Connell Street is part of the CBD Inner Ring Road any 

cycling provision will be relegated to shared paths on either side. 
This would be contrary to multiple key themes from the community 
consultation: 
o Volumes and speeds of cyclists will be higher, but they will be 

forced to share the entire journey with pedestrians, 
o O’Connell Street has a speed limit of 60km/h, this will be less 

safe, less enjoyable, and also reduces opportunities for street 
trees, 

o Priority crossings of side streets may not be supported if 

vehicles giving way top path users queue back into O’Connell 
Street, subsequently impacting traffic,  

o It is further away from destinations in the CBD, thereby likely 

increasing the number of riders on alternatives such as Civic 
Link. 

 
Council Officers do not recommend this option given the 
inconsistency with the strongest theme from the community 
feedback to the public exhibition, CBD Integrated Trasport Plan 
and State Government’s Strategic Cycleways Corridors Plan 
2023 discussed above.  

Option 4 is:  Bike Plan 2024 is endorsed as per Attachment 1, with a moratorium on 
all new cycling routes on CBD streets for 5 years. 
 
If Option 4 is the preferred option of Council, the current Recommendation 
(b) of this Council Report needs to be deleted and replaced with the following:  
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(a) That Council adopt the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 as provided at 
Attachment 1 with a moratorium on all new separated bike paths in 
the CBD for 5 years. 

 
Council officer comment:  

- Council Officers do not support his option because: 
o The city is rapidly densifying.  As new employees, students 

and residents arrive in Parramatta an opportunity will be 
missed to provide safe and enjoyable cycling infrastructure 
that supports the health and wellbeing of people.   

o Currently along the length of Marsden Street, there are a 

number of city blocks, intersections and crossing points that 
do not meet current standards, nor community expectations.   

o The Marsden Street Cycleway is an opportunity to invest 

along the entire 2km corridor with the support of the State 
Government and increase safety, amenity and improve the 
experience of walking or riding through the city.   

o Council’s Development Control Plans support riding to 

employment and recreation through the provision of End of 
Trip facilities and bicycle parking and as a result 
developments are delivering in line with these requirements.  
To not provide safe riding facilities is counter-productive to this 
policy.   

o The financial investment to date in the development of the 

Marsden Street Cycleway would also be lost, as during the 
moratorium site conditions, planning context and movement 
would have changed. 

 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES – ADDRESSING THE ISSUES RAISED 
DURING THE EXHIBITION PERIOD 
 
15. The key themes across all consultation platforms can be generally grouped into: 
 

a) Safety: Separated paths for cyclists, pedestrians and vehicles, or wider shared 
paths. Local improvements at locations like sharp corners, removing lips on 
kerb ramps and improved crossing points. A number of requests were made for 
slower speed limits where cyclists are mixing with traffic.  
 
Response 
In this update of the Bike Plan a focus was increased separation on key regional 
routes where space allows.  In particular, the river paths (where it is possible to 
separate or widen them) are now fully funded for construction between the CBD 
and Melrose Park.  There are some limitations on where separation can be 
provided as it generally has a higher cost and can have impacts on open space, 
ecology, parking and traffic circulation that need to be balanced. However, the 
Bike Plan only identifies routes at a strategic level, and Council will continue to 
investigate separation on key routes as funding becomes available, and in 
response to existing or future predicted speeds and volumes of users. 
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b) Behaviour: Education of all users on shared paths is needed.  

 

• Cyclists Issues - ringing of bells, slowing down in high traffic areas, 
management of speed, need to be considerate of pedestrians 
(particularly young children, hearing impaired or those with a disability) 
and  

• Pedestrians Issues - keeping to the left on shared paths, the use of 
retractable leads on shared paths, managing dogs off leash.  

 
Response 
Council has an ongoing program of “Polite Path” activation that targets both 
cyclists and pedestrians, with frequent activations planned for 2024. Council 
officers have also made contact with the local Police Area Commands to 
request support in helping the small minority of users who are consistently 
inconsiderate of other paths users.  
 
The “Sharing the Path” programs identified in the draft Bike Plan 2023 were 
moved to Program 1, and the wording strengthened to reflect this as the area 
of greatest community interest. Should Bike Plan 2024 be adopted by Council, 
this program could be expanded subject to the usual Council budgetary 
processes. 

 
c) Connectivity and Access: More paths to different locations and new kerb 

ramps to improve access to existing paths. 
 
Response 
Where supported, routes were modified or added to improve access and 
connectivity. Small, site-specific requests have been referred to Council’s 
Assets team for their consideration. 

 
d) Supporting Infrastructure: Respondents highlighted the need for lighting, 

bins, bike parking, shade and bathroom facilities, as well as improved 
wayfinding and signage.  

 
Response 
The Bike Plan now explicitly references the need for more supporting 
infrastructure in both the ‘Network Design Principles’ and in ‘Policy’ sections. 

 
e) Site specific comments on proposed routes (online pin submissions): 

• 194 expressed support for the plan, a proposed route or facility,  

• 151 requested changes to the plan that were investigated, but not 
supported, i.e. a particular street should be 30km/h, or new/widened 
bridges that were not feasible, 

• 58 were comments that resulted in minor changes to the plan i.e. routes 
changed, removed or added, 

• 60 were comments that were already resolved within the plan i.e. provide 
a path along the railway line for a grade separated crossing of the 
Cumberland Hwy. This route is proposed in the Bike Plan. 

• 54 resulted in advocacy to other bodies where the issue was outside of 
the control of Council (Greater Sydney Parklands, Sydney Olympic Park 
Authority, adjacent Councils, Transport for New South Wales), 
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• 54 resulted in referrals for minor matters or traffic related issues to 
Council’s Traffic or Asset’s team for their consideration, 

• 13 identified mistakes that are corrected in the final Bike Plan i.e. existing 
paths that were not on the map, 

• 8 were comments that were general in nature, 

• 3 were outside of scope i.e. proposed Light Rail extensions. 
 
Response 
The changes and corrections that were made to the route maps as a result of the 
consultation are shown as bold lines in Figure 4, with a larger map provided at 
Attachment 3. A detailed list of all comments and responses is available on the 
Participate Parramatta Portal at 
https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/bike-plan-refresh. The most 
significant change was to correct the map to show every existing shared path 
within, and close to Sydney Olympic Park. 
 
The other most significant post-exhibition change is the potential extension of the 
Hunts Creek shared path to Lake Parramatta fire trail through the back of The 
King’s School.  A link for the community is supported by The King’s, however the 
School advised Council Officers that Section 83C of the Education Act 1990 
(NSW) prevents formal access being provided as it is not core to the activities of 
the school.  Should regulations associated with the Education Act 1990 change 
and resources become available, a connection could be delivered and is now 
shown on the plan. On the 12th of February 2024, Council resolved: 
 
(a) That Council authorise the Executive Director, City Planning and Design to 

lodge a submission on the NSW Government’s Review of section 83C of the 
Education Act 1990 (NSW). 

 
(b) That the submission outline Council’s concern that the regulation of 

nongovernment schools should not preclude the ability of any school to assist 
in providing potentially valuable community uses and wider community 
benefits on non-government school land, such as the Hunts Creek 
connection identified in Council’s Parramatta Bike Plan 2024. 

 
Subsequently, on the 19th of February 2024 Council made a written submission 
to the S83 Review in line with Council’s resolution. 

https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/bike-plan-refresh
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Figure 4: Map of route changes 

 
16. The changes to the text of the draft Bike Plan resulting from the consultation are 

provided with a marked-up version of the Bike Plan provided at Attachment 4. 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Stakeholder Consultation 
 
17. The following stakeholder consultation has been undertaken during and just after 

the public exhibition in relation to this matter: 
 

Date Stakeholder Stakeholder 
Comment 

Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

1-31 
August 
2023 

Community See comments 
in the report 
above and at 
Attachment 2 

See comments in 
the report above 
and at Attachment 
2 

Group 
Manager City 
Strategic 
Planning 

2 August 
2023 

Parramatta 
Park Trust 
officers 

Requested 
some changes 
to path 
alignments and 
typologies 
within the Park 

Changes made to 
the plan. 

Group 
Manager City 
Strategic 
Planning 
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4 
September 
2023 

The King’s 
School 

A connection 
for the 
community 
along Hunts 
Creek is 
supported, 
however 
regulations 
currently 
prevent this 
from being 
delivered. 

A connection 
along Hunts Creek 
will be put on the 
Bike Plan, should 
regulations change 
Council would look 
to deliver a 
connection 
pending resources 
being available at 
the time. 

Group 
Manager City 
Strategic 
Planning 

19 
September 
2023 
 
7 
November 
2023 

Active 
Travel 
Advisory 
Committee 

Reviewed draft 
Bike Plan in 
detail 
 
In principle 
support for draft 
Bike Plan 

Comments are 
noted. These and 
ongoing 
consultation with 
ATAC will be 
considered during 
implementation of 
the Bike Plan 

Group 
Manager City 
Strategic 
Planning 

 
Councillor Consultation 
 
18. The following Councillor consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter during and after the exhibition of the Plan: 
 

Date Councillor Councillor 
Comment 

Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

21 
August 
2023 

Clr Darley 
(comment 
during 
exhibition) 

More must be done to 
address behaviour on 
the paths. 
 
 
 
It is important that 
kids can learn to ride 
somewhere that is 
well-located, possibly 
with riding tracks for 
teenagers. 
 
 
 
Bike Plan should also 
support bike parking 
and repair stations. 

Bike Plan programs 
will emphasise that 
behaviour and ride to 
school are the top 
two priorities. 
 
Bike Plan will note 
existing locations of 
pump tracks (BMX) 
and infant/child dinky 
tracks and identify 
that a ‘learn to ride’ 
facility location should 
be identified. 
 
Policy updated to 
encourage provision 
of bike parking across 
the LGA and repair 
stations in key 
locations. 

Group Manager 
City Strategic 
Planning 

19 
February 
2024 

Councillor 
Workshop 

Provide maps of the 
CBD showing existing 
paths, paths currently 

Provided at following 
workshop. 
 
 

Group Manager 
City Strategic 
Planning 
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in delivery, future 
paths. 
 
Include in the public 
facing Bike Plan the 
delivery process. 
 
Provide a process 
document outlining 
the project 
development 
process. 

 
 
Provided at following 
workshop 
 
 
Provided at following 
workshop 

2 April 
2024 

Councillor 
Workshop 

Provide map with the 
prioritization and 
indicative time for 
development of the 
future bike paths 
shown on the CBD. 
 
Report back on 
Marsden Street 
cycleway project 
development 
including previous 
decisions and 
consultations with 
Councillors, possible 
staging, need for 
property acquisition, 
funding, and 
design/construction.   

Provided at following 
workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
Provided at following 
workshop 

Group Manager 
City Strategic 
Planning 

6 May 
2024 

Councillor 
Workshop 

O’Connell Street is an 
alternative to 
Marsden Street. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Too much car parking 
would be lost on 
Villers Street. 

O’Connell Street is 
part of the CBD Ring 
Road and the only 
feasible cycling 
infrastructure is a 
shared path next to a 
busy road with 
limitations on street 
trees. 
 
There are a number 
of options and trade-
offs for each block 
between Victoria 
Road and Harold 
Street, including 
options that minimise 
car parking loss.  
Councillors would be 
consulted prior to any 
exhibition. 

Group Manager 
City Strategic 
Planning 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
19. There are no legal implications if Council endorses this report as recommended. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
20. If Council resolves to approve this report in accordance with the 

recommendation, there are no unbudgeted financial implications for Council’s 
budget. 

 

 FY 24/25 FY 25/26 FY 26/27 FY 27/28 

Revenue     

Internal Revenue     

External Revenue     

Total Revenue Nil Nil Nil Nil 

     

Funding Source N/A N/A N/A N/A 

     

Operating Result      

External Costs      

Internal Costs      

Depreciation      

Other      

Total Operating Result  Nil Nil Nil Nil 

     

Funding Source  N/A N/A N/A N/A 

     

CAPEX      

CAPEX      

External      

Internal      

Other     

Total CAPEX  Nil Nil Nil Nil 

 
 
 
Robert Cologna 
Group Manager, Strategic Land Use Planning 
 
Anthony Newland 
Group Manager Infrastructure Planning & Design 
 
Jennifer Concato 
Executive Director City Planning and Design 
 
John Angilley 
Executive Director Finance & Information 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
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2⇩  Engagement Evaluation and Key Findings Report 44 Pages  

3⇩  Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 - Post exhibition changes map 1 Page  

4⇩  Bike Plan 2024 - Post-exhibition changes 44 Pages  

5⇩  Cycling Projects Development Procedure 2 Pages  
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.2 

SUBJECT DEFERRED FROM OCM 27 MAY 2024 - Adoption of Media 
Policy 2024 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09469612 

REPORT OF Group Manager Communications & Customer Engagement         
 
 

CSP THEME:            Fair 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Policy Review Committee - 26 July 2023 

Council Meeting - 14 August 2023 
         Councillor Workshop - 4 March 2024 
  Policy Review Committee - 30 April 2024 
  Council Meeting (Deferred) - 27 May 2024 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek Council’s adoption of the Media Policy 2024 (Policy 224). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council notes the submission received during public exhibition of the draft 

Media Policy 2024. 
 
(b) That Council adopt the Media Policy 2024 as attached to this report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. A draft Media Policy was prepared in accordance with the Office of Local 

Government’s Model Media Policy 2022. 
 
2. The exhibited draft Policy was considered by Council at its meeting on 27 May 

2024 for adoption.  
 

3. Concern was raised by Councillors that the Policy contained new clauses that 
may restrict a Councillor’s ability to interact with the media, notably Clause 
3.6.2(f) which requires a Councillor to seek information and guidance prior to 
engaging with the media. 

 
4. Council officers confirmed that the clause was not new, and had already been 

considered on multiple occasions by Councillors and had also been previously 
adopted by Council for public exhibition in 2023 within the draft Media Policy.  

 
5. Consideration of the report was subsequently deferred to Council’s meeting on 

11 June 2024 to enable staff to review any inconsistencies between the OLG’s 
Model Media Policy and Council’s draft Media Policy. 

 
6. For the information of Councillors, the table below compares the consistency 

between the Policy clauses and outlines the dates when Council has previously 
considered the specific clause relating to Councillor obligations when engaging 
with the media. 
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Table: Timeline of Consideration of Clause 3.6.2(f) 

 

NSW Office of Local Government  
 
Model Media Policy 2022 
 
Model Clause 3.2 
 

When engaging with the media 
Councillors: 
 
3.2 Must seek information and guidance 
from the General Manager/Media 
Coordinator where appropriate before 
providing comment to the media to 
ensure they have the most up-to-date 
and relevant information and have 
considered reputational or other risks. 
 

City of Parramatta  
 
Policy Review Committee Meeting 
26 July 2023  
 
Draft Media Policy 
 
Recommended Clause 3.6.2(f) 
 

When engaging with the media, 
Councillors: 
 
3.6.2(f) Must seek information and 
guidance from the Corporate Affairs 
Manager where appropriate before 
providing comment to the media, to 
ensure they have the most up-to-date 
and relevant information and have 
considered reputational or other risks. 
 

City of Parramatta  
 
Council Meeting 
14 August 2023  
 
Draft Media Policy  
 
Adopted Clause 3.6.2(f) for exhibition 
 

When engaging with the media, 
Councillors: 
 
3.6.2(f) Must seek information and 
guidance from the Corporate Affairs 
Manager where appropriate before 
providing comment to the media, to 
ensure they have the most up-to-date 
and relevant information and have 
considered reputational or other risks. 
 

City of Parramatta  
 
Councillor Workshop 
4 March 2024 
 
Draft Media Policy 
 
Exhibited Clause 3.6.2(f) 
 

When engaging with the media, 
Councillors: 
 
3.6.2(f) Must seek information and 
guidance from the Corporate Affairs 
Manager where appropriate before 
providing comment to the media, to 
ensure they have the most up-to-date 
and relevant information and have 
considered reputational or other risks. 

 

 

City of Parramatta  
 
Policy Review Committee 
30 April 2024 
 

When engaging with the media, 
Councillors: 
 
3.6.2(f) Must seek information and 
guidance from the Corporate Affairs 
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Draft Media Policy 
 
Recommended Clause 3.6.2(f) 
  

Manager where appropriate before 
providing comment to the media, to 
ensure they have the most up-to-date 
and relevant information and have 
considered reputational or other risks. 
 

City of Parramatta  
 
Council Meeting  
27 May 2024 
 
Recommended Clause 3.6.2(f) 

When engaging with the media, 
Councillors: 
 
3.6.2(f) Must seek information and 
guidance from the Corporate Affairs 
Manager where appropriate before 
providing comment to the media, to 
ensure they have the most up-to-date 
and relevant information and have 
considered reputational or other risks. 
 

 
7. Following Council’s deferral of the matter, officers have reviewed the operational 

Procedures Guide and clarified that the Procedures do not form part of the 
adopted Policy.  Council officers will ensure that the final version of the 
Procedures are consistent with the final adopted Media Policy 2024, should 
Council make further changes to the Policy.  

 
 
 
Sally White 
Group Manager Communications & Customer Engagement 
 
Angela Jones-Blayney 
Executive Director City Engagement & Experience 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩ 

 

Media Policy 2024 8 
Pages 

 

2⇩ 

 

For Information only - Media Policy Review 2024 - Markup of 
administrative amendments post-exhibition 

8 
Pages 

 

3⇩ 

 

For Information only - Media Procedures Guide 2024 6 
Pages 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.3 

SUBJECT 2025 Annual Community Grants Program 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09353414 

REPORT OF Community Capacity Building Officer         
 

CSP THEME:  Fair 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Grants Committee, 7 May 2024 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek endorsement for the 2025 annual Community Grants Program.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the 2025 Community Grants Program proceed with the categories and 

timeframes identified in this report, and the objectives and assessment criteria 
contained within Attachment 1. 
 

(b) That the 2025 Community Grants program be offered over two rounds across 
the 2024/2025 Financial Year and ongoingly, made up of: 

 
i. a Community Round, running from July to December 2024, and  
ii. a Cultural Round, running from January to June 2025. 

 
(c) That Council notes the following changes to the Annual Community Grants 

program: 
 

i. grant funding pools have been increased due to historic CPI increases; 
ii. the base funding cap for the Community Capacity Building grants is 

increased from $10,000 to $12,500; 
iii. the addition of the Nighttime Creative Economy grant and the Heritage 

Activation Grant in the annual Community Grants program; 
iv. the name change of the Cultural Heritage and History Projects Grants to 

the History, Culture and Stories Fund; 
v. the increase in the Parramatta Representative Sports Grants pool 

(funded from a reallocation of funds from the Sport and Recreation 
Grants); and  

vi. the Community Event grant will be offered across both the Community 
Round and the Cultural Round and includes a 10% weighting for events 
held outside the Parramatta CBD. 

 
(d) That Council note the 2025 Community Grants program will be administered in 

accordance with the Grants and Donations Policy (ie: the outcomes of the 
assessment process will be submitted to the Grants Committee prior to the 
officer’s report to Council by December 2024 for the Community Round and prior 
to June 2025 for the Cultural Round). 
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BACKGROUND 
 
1. To achieve its strategic community objectives, Council offers funding to the 

community through various grant programs. These grants are administered 
under Council’s Grants and Donations Policy which sets out the principles, 
procedures and responsibilities to ensure that these programs are run in an 
efficient, effective and ethical manner. The policy guides grant-making activity 
made available by Council, as per s356 of the Local Government Act 1993 and 
independent of the regular procurement of goods, works and services. The 
policy has undergone regular reviews and was last endorsed by Council on 25 
October 2021.  
 

2. The Annual Community Grants program is the largest of the grant programs 
offered by Council. Initiated by the former Parramatta City Council in 2007, the 
Annual Community Grants program provides significant support to many 
community organisations, volunteer groups, sporting clubs, social enterprises, 
creative producers and heritage organisations.  

 
3. The Annual Community Grants program is administered by the Community 

Capacity Building team within the Social and Community Services unit. The 
program is aligned with the FAIR community outcome in the Delivery Program 
and Operational Plan 2022-2026 (2.2): We can all benefit from the opportunities 
our City and neighbourhoods offer. 
 

4. Council’s Grants Committee provides advice and guidance on the design of 
grant programs, reviews the outcomes of assessment processes of major 
grants programs and provides recommendations for the consideration of 
Council, consistent with the roles and responsibilities described within the 
Grants and Donations Policy, Grants and Donations Procedures and Grant 
Program Guidelines. The members of the current Grants Committee are Lord 
Mayor Councillor P Esber, and Councillors K Darley, A Humphries, S Pandey 
and D Wang. The Executive Director Community and Culture is the CEO’s 
delegate on the Committee. 

 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
5. As part of a regular program of feedback and review, there are proposed 

changes to the 2025 round of the Annual Community Grants program. 
Consideration has been given to the feedback of the Grants Committee, the 
feedback of various internal business units that administer grant programs and 
feedback received from applicants and recipients in these programs.  

 
6. The Grants Committee requested that Council Officers prepare a report 

comparing the City of Parramatta’s Annual Community Grants program with 
that of other Local Councils in the Sydney Metropolitan Area. The review was 
presented to the Grants Committee on the 28 March 2024. Of the eight other 
Sydney Councils included in the report, the City of Parramatta offers the most 
diverse range of grants and offers the highest total dollar figure for a grants 
program. However, when this figure is viewed as spend per 100,000 residents 
or as a percentage of Council’s operating budget the City of Parramatta ranks 
in the middle of the group.  
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7. A number of options for possible changes to the Annual Community Grants 
Program were identified in the review, including consideration of CPI increases, 
budget increases, running multiple rounds per year, changes to funding caps, 
and the consolidation of several Council grant programs. Many of the changes 
proposed for the 2025 Community Grants program have been informed by the 
Grants review results. 

 
8. The recommended program for the coming year increases the grant funding 

pool levels to account for CPI impacts over time. Like many other Councils, the 
City of Parramatta has not allocated annual CPI increases to the Grants pool, 
with this practice having lasted for over 10 years. The 2024/2025 budget that 
was endorsed for public exhibition includes a $50,000 increase in the 
Community Grants budget in line with this proposal. 

 
9. It is proposed that the $50,000 be, generally, shared proportionally across the 

existing categories but with slight adjustments being made to allow funding 
pools to remain as round numbers. Round numbers are easier for potential 
applicants to understand and aligns with the associated with the funding caps 
for each grant. Two categories have not been allocated additional funds as they 
are proportionally smaller grant pools and the need for change not as 
pronounced in those categories. The proposed funding pool adjustments are 
detailed in the table below. 

 

Grant Category Current pool 

total 

Increase New Pool 

total 

Community Capacity Building $225,000 $20,000 $245,000 

Growing Social Enterprise in 

Parramatta 

$75,000 $5,000 $80,000 

Creative Projects $60,000 $5,000 $65,000 

Parramatta Artist Studio Creative 

Fellowship 

$20,000 $0 $20,000 

History, Culture and Stories Fund $20,000 $0 $20,000 

Community Events $75,000 $5,000 $80,000 

Quarterly Grants/ Representative 

Sport 

$100,000 $15,000 $115,000 

TOTAL $575,000 $50,000 $625,000 

 
10. Two new grant categories will be included in the Annual Community Grants 

program, these are the Night Time Creative Economy Grant and the 
Heritage Activation Grant. The City Culture team within the Community & 
Culture Directorate act as subject matter experts for these categories and they 
are aligned to the developing Cultural Strategy. Each grant has a funding pool 
of $50,000. These funds are additional to the program budget discussed in 
Paragraph 9. 
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11. The Night Time Creative Economy Grant is an evolution of the Night Time 
Economy Diversification Grants program, which has been operating since 2019 
under the Night City Framework 2020-2024. The grant aims to enable local 
businesses, community groups, event producers, and creatives to participate in 
the growth of Parramatta’s night time creative economy. Applicants can apply 
for up to $10,000 in funding as a contribution to a project. 

 
12. The Heritage Activation Grant is a new grant category developed in response 

to stakeholder feedback received through the recent consultation for the 
Cultural Strategy Refresh and seeks to increase visitation to heritage sites 
and foster civic pride related to our heritage assets. The grant aims to activate 
sites and enhance visitor experiences at heritage locations in Parramatta. 
Applicants can apply for up to $10,000 in funding as a contribution to a project. 

 
13. The addition of these two grant programs takes the total of the 2025 Annual 

Community Grants program to $725,000. All of the objectives and assessment 
criteria to be applied across all of the grant rounds and categories are listed in 
Attachment 1. 

 
14. It is proposed that the 2025 Annual Community Grants runs with two grant 

rounds over the year. The first round will be a Community Round, running from 
July 2024 to December 2024. The second round will be a Cultural Round, 
running from January 2025 to June 2025.  

 
15. The Community Round will include the grant categories of Community Capacity 

Building grants, Growing Social Enterprise in Parramatta grants and Round 
One of the Community Event grants and will focus on funding community 
projects by not-for-profits, community organisations and social enterprises. 

 
16. The Cultural Round will include the grant categories of Creative Projects grant, 

History, Culture and Stories Fund, Parramatta Artist Studio Creative Fellowship, 
Round Two of the Community Event grants plus new grant categories Heritage 
Activation grant, and the Nighttime Creative Economy Grant and will focus on 
funding local organisations, businesses and creatives to run projects, programs 
and events to promote heritage and cultural activations across the LGA. 

 
17. Running two separate grant rounds per year will provide Council with more 

opportunities to raise community awareness of Council’s grant programs as 
well as increasing the opportunities for the community to apply for a grant. A 
separate Cultural Grant Round will provide an elevated focus on Council’s 
Cultural offerings and support, which aligns with the objectives of the 
Parramatta 2050 vision and the upcoming Cultural Strategy refresh. 

 
18. The Community Events grants category will be offered in both the Community 

and Cultural Grant rounds. A return to offering this grant twice a year will 
provide event organisers with more opportunity to participate in the community 
events grants program due to the cyclical nature of events occurring throughout 
the calendar year. The twice-a-year offer will also allow community event 
organisers to re-submit their applications when advice is provided which 
indicates improvements to their grant applications can be made for 
consideration in the next round.  
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19. The Community Events grants will include 10% assessment criteria weighting 
for applications that propose to hold events outside of the CBD (but still in the 
LGA). The City of Parramatta CBD is host to many wonderful events, however 
recent consultation with the community has indicated they would like to see 
more events closer to their neighbourhoods. This change to the assessment 
criteria would encourage event organisers to consider hosting their events and 
festivals in locations which are in line with this sentiment. 

 
20. The Community Events grant pool of $80,000 will allocate up to $50,000 to be 

available in Round One (Community round) with the remaining $30k available 
in the Round Two (Cultural round). It is worth noting that it is proposed that any 
unallocated funds in the Round One are automatically carried over to Round 
Two within the same financial year. 

 
21. It is proposed to increase the funding cap for the Community Capacity Building 

Grants from $10,000 to $12,500. This is to recognise the reduced buying power 
of a $10,000 grant over time, and that a small increase is a meaningful uplift to 
enable community organisations to run effective projects. 

 
22. It is proposed to change the name of the Cultural Heritage and History Projects 

Fund to the History, Culture and Stories Fund. This name change aims to 
encourage projects which offer different ways to celebrate and document 
Parramatta’s history and culture and to appeal to a broader audience. 

 
23. It is proposed to increase the grant pool for the Representative Sports Grants, 

with the additional funds being reallocated from the Sport and Recreation 
Grants funding pool. The Representative Sports Grant is an increasingly 
popular grant and provides meaningful financial assistance to community 
members competing in high level sporting competitions. This proposal is made 
in recognition of the consistent trend in previous years toward reallocating 
funds from the underutilised Sport and Recreation grant pool into the 
Representative Sports grant pool, in an effort to meet the demand in this 
category. Promotion efforts continue to focus on increasing applications to the 
Sport and Recreation Grants. An increase in applications will still be able to be 
accommodated from the available funding pools. 

 
24. The table below provides a summary of the proposed changes to the 

Community Grants Program discussed above: 
 

Component  Current 
Status 

Proposed 
Change  

Rationale 

Category 
Funding Pools  
 

Funding pools 
have remained 
static for ten 
years 

Increase 
funding pools 
to take into 
account CPI 
increases over 
recent years 

Rather than applying very small 
CPI increases annually, Council 
seeks to provide a larger sum 
periodically to ensure funding 
pools retain meaningful round 
figures.  

Annual 
Community 
Grant round 

Offered once 
per year, with 
all seven 
categories 
available 

Two rounds 
per year. 
Community 
Round (July-
Dec) & 

The community can focus on 
Council’s Annual Grants 
Program twice per year, with 
increased opportunities to apply 
across the year. 
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Cultural Round 
(Jan – June) 

Having distinct Community and 
Cultural rounds enables more 
targeting of grant round 
promotion and support to 
applicants 

Heritage 
Activation Grant 
& Nighttime 
Cultural 
Economy Grant 

Individual 
Grant 
programs run 
by the Cultural 
Strategy 
Team.  

Incorporate 
into the Annual 
Community 
Grants 
program. 

Combine all arts and culture-
based grant programs into one 
grant round to improve 
communication, awareness and 
engagement with Council’s 
cultural program. 

Community 
Event Grant 

One round per 
year. 
 
The location of 
the event is 
not part of the 
assessment 
criteria 

Two rounds 
per year with 
$50,000 
available in the 
Community 
round and 
$30,000 in the 
Cultural round; 
 
A 10% 
assessment 
criteria 
weighting to be 
given to events 
being run 
outside the 
Parramatta 
CBD 

Two rounds per year provides 
event organisers with more 
opportunity to participate in the 
Community Events grants 
program due to the cyclical 
nature of events occurring 
throughout the calendar year.  
 
 
The 10% weighting will 
encourage community events to 
be run in local neighbourhoods 
across the LGA, in line with 
community sentiment. 

Funding Cap for 
Community 
Capacity 
Building Grant 

Current base 
funding cap is 
$10,000. 
Additional 
funds can be 
applied for to a 
funding cap of 
$20,000 

Increase 
funding cap to 
$12,500 
Additional cap 
of $20,000 will 
remain 
unchanged. 

Recognition of the relative value 
of the base funding cap 
diminishing for community 
organisations since the original 
cap was put in place.  

Cultural 
Heritage and 
History Projects 
Fund 

Current Name: 
Cultural 
Heritage and 
History 
Projects Fund 

Name Change: 
History, 
Culture and 
Stories Fund 

Encourage projects which offer 
different ways to celebrate and 
document Parramatta’s history 
and culture 

Parramatta 
Representative 
Sport Funding 
Pool 

Current 
funding pool is 
$30,000 

Increase 
funding pool to 
$45,000. 

An increasingly popular grant 
category that has regularly 
received unallocated funds from 
other small grants categories to 
top up the funding pool. 
The additional funds will be 
reallocated from the Parramatta 
Sport and Recreation funding 
pool reducing this from $30,000 
to $24,000 (this figure includes 
the CPI increase) 
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25. A summary of the proposed 2025 Community Grants Program is outlined in the 
tables below.  

 
 

Community Grant Round  
July – December 2024 

Category Funding pool Funding cap Time frame 

Community Capacity Building $245,000 

$12,500 
Additional funds 
can be applied 
for to a funding 
cap of $20,000  

Annual round 
July-Dec 2024 

Growing Social Enterprise in 
Parramatta 

$80,000 $25,000 
Annual round 
July-Dec 2024 

Community Events (Round 1) $50,000 $10,000 
One of two 
rounds 

 

Cultural Grant Round 
January – June 2025 

Category 
Funding 
pool 

Funding cap Time frame 

Creative Projects $65,000 $20,000 
Annual round 
Jan-June 2025 

History, Culture and Stories Fund $20,000 $5,000 
Annual round 
Jan-June 2025 

Parramatta Artist Studio Creative 
Fellowship 

$20,000 One Fellow 
Annual round 
Jan-June 2025 

Heritage Activation Grant $50,000 $10,000 
Annual round 
Jan-June 2025 

Nighttime Cultural Economy Grant $50,000 $10,000 
Annual round 
Jan-June 2025 

Community Events (Round 2) $30,000 
(plus remainder 
from Round 1) 

$10,000 One of two 
rounds 

 

 

All Year Round  
(Categories not in the annual rounds) 

Category 
Funding 

pool 
Funding cap Time frame 

Small Grants Fund & Social 
Enterprise Business Planning Grants 

$46,000 $2,000 Quarterly round 

Parramatta Sport & Recreation 
Grants 

$24,000 $2,000 Quarterly round 

Parramatta Representative Sport 
Grants 

$45,000 $1,000 Open all year 



Council Meeting Monday, 11 June 2024 - Agenda Item 13.3 

Page 225 of 594 

 

 

26. The 2025 Annual Community Grants round will be administered according to 
the current Grants and Donations Policy, including outcomes of the assessment 
process being presented to the Grants Committee in November 2024 
(Community Round) and May 2025 (Cultural Round). Recommendations will be 
presented to Council for approval in December 2024 (Community Round) and 
June 2025 (Cultural Round).  

 
27. The changes to the 2025 Annual Community Grants round will be promoted 

through general advertisement strategies, including email promotion, social 
media, information on the Council’s Community Grants webpage and 
information sessions will be run for each grant program. In addition, a targeted 
communications campaign will be developed to promote each of the Rounds of 
the annual program to the relevant audience.  

 
28. Within Attachments 2 and 3 is a current status report of recipients within the 

Quarterly Grant programs and Representative Sports Grants program. 
Applications will continue to be assessed throughout June. 

 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Stakeholder Consultation 
 
29. The following stakeholder consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter: 
 

Date Stakeholder Stakeholder 
Comment 

Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

February 
2024 

Grant 
applicants 
and 
community 
peak bodies 

Feedback on 
past grant 
process and 
information to 
inform grant 
comparative 
review. 

Information has 
informed 
recommendations. 

Social and 
Community 
Services / 
Community 
and Culture 

 
Councillor Consultation 
 
30. The following Councillor consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter: 
 

Date Councillor Councillor 
Comment 

Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

28 March Grants 
Committee 

Councillors 
noted the results 
of the Grants 
Review  

Response 
contained within 
this report 

Social & 
Community 
Services 

7 May 2024 
(information 
provided to 
Grants 

Grants 
Committee 

Committee 
indicated their 
support for the 
proposed 

Response 
contained within 
this report 

Social & 
Community 
Services  
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Committee 
on 
additional 
proposed 
changes via 
email on 17 
May) 

changes to the 
Annual Grants 
Program 

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
31. There are no legal implications for Council associated with this report.  The 

content of the revised Policy remains in line with the requirement of s356 of the 
Local Government Act 1993. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
32. All funding associated with the 2024 Community Grants program are allocated 

within existing endorsed budgets in the Community and Culture Directorate. 
Community Event Grants budgets are accounted for within the City 
Engagement and Experience Directorate. 

 
33. The table below summarises the financial impacts on the budget arising from 

approval of this report. These have been reflected in the 2024/25 budget 
recently on exhibition. 

 
 FY 22/23 FY 23/24 FY 24/25 FY 25/26 

Revenue     

Internal Revenue     

External Revenue     

Total Revenue NIL NIL NIL NIL 

     

Funding Source     

     

Operating Result      

External Costs      

Internal Costs    $50,000 $50,000 

Depreciation      

Other      

Total Operating Result  NIL NIL $50,000 $50,000 

     

Funding Source      

     

CAPEX      

CAPEX      

External      

Internal      

Other     

Total CAPEX  NIL NIL NIL NIL 
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Rodrigo Gutierrez 
Community Capacity Building Manager 
 
Gregory Radford 
Acting Group Manager Social and Community Services 
 
John Angilley 
Executive Director Finance & Information 
 
David Moutou 
Acting Executive Director Community & Culture 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩ 

 

Attachment A - Annual Community Grants Program Category 
Objectives and Criteria 

14 
Pages 

 

2⇩ 

 

Attachment B - FY23-24 Representative Sports Recipients 3 Pages  

3⇩ 

 

Attachment C - FY23-24 Quarterly Grants Recipients 3 Pages  

  
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 

 

OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_files/OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_Attachment_12029_1.PDF
OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_files/OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_Attachment_12029_2.PDF
OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_files/OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_Attachment_12029_3.PDF
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.4 

SUBJECT Public Exhibition of Draft Pensioner Rates Rebate Policy 2024 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09390134 

REPORT OF Policy Officer         
 

CSP THEME: Fair 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Finance Committee – 23 May 2024 
 Policy Review Committee – 23 May 2024 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek Council’s endorsement to place the draft Pensioner Rates Rebate Policy 2024 
(Policy 215) on public exhibition. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the draft Pensioner Rates Rebate Policy 2024 be placed on public exhibition 

for a period of 28 days. 
 
(b) That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to make any necessary 

editorial and content changes to the draft Pensioner Rates Rebate Policy 2024 
for public exhibition to give effect to Council’s resolution. 

 
(c) That following public exhibition, officers submit the final Pensioner Rates Rebate 

Policy 2024 to Council for adoption. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Council’s existing Voluntary Pensioner Rebate Policy (Policy 215) was last 

adopted by Council on 10 July 2017 and is due for periodic review. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
2. Before adopting the draft Policy, Council must place the document on public 

exhibition for a period of 28 days. This report is seeking Council’s approval to 
place the draft Pensioner Rates Rebate Policy on public exhibition. 
 

3. Once submissions have closed a further report will be presented to Council 
incorporating any public comment at the next available meeting, where Council 
will be required to adopt the final Policy. This document will become effective 
once it is adopted by Council. 

 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Stakeholder Consultation 
 
4. The following stakeholder consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter: 
 

• Executive Team; 
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• Finance Committee (23 May 2024); and 

• Policy Review Committee (23 May 2024). 
 
Anticipated timeframe 
 

• Public Exhibition 
o Exhibition dates approximately 17 June to 15 July 2024. 

 

• Council Meeting – 12 August 2024 (pending community feedback) 
o Council adopts the final Policy. 

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
5. The draft Policy was reviewed by Council’s Legal Services Unit, and the Policy 

recommended for public exhibition does not present any legal concerns. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
6. If Council resolves to approve this report in accordance with the proposed 

resolution, there are no unbudgeted financial implications for Council associated 
with the exhibition and adoption of this Policy. 

 
 
 
Melissa McIsaac 
Policy Officer 
 
Anna Maunder 
Rates & Receivables Manager 
 
Amit Sharma 
Chief Financial Officer 
 
John Angilley 
Executive Director Finance & Information 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩ 

 

For Public Exhibition - Draft Pensioner Rates Rebate Policy 2024 5 
Pages 

 

2⇩ 

 

For Information - Pensioner Rates Rebate Policy Review 2024 - 
Summary of Proposed Changes 

1 Page  

3⇩ 

 

For Information - Voluntary Pensioner Rebate Policy 2017 3 
Pages 

 

 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.5 

SUBJECT Approval of Scope of Works - Bennelong Parkway Bridge and 
Connecting Paths Project, Wentworth Point 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09394433 

REPORT OF Senior Project Officer Transport Planning         
 
 

CSP THEME:  Accessible 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Nil 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek Council’s endorsement for the scope of works for the Bennelong Parkway 
Bridge and connecting paths project in Wentworth Point. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council note the feedback from the community consultation (provided at 

Attachments 1 and 2). 
 
(b) That Council approve the scope of works to support walking and cycling along 

Bennelong Parkway, as set out below, for submission to the Parramatta Traffic 
Committee for its consideration: 

 
i. Install a new 5m wide pedestrian and cyclist bridge over Haslams Creek, 

ii. Install a separated bike path on the northern verge of Bennelong Parkway 
between the Badu Mangroves and Hill Road, 

iii. Install a wide footpath on the northern verge of Bennelong Parkway 
between the Badu Mangroves and Foreshore Promenade access path, 

iv. Install two new raised pedestrian and cyclist priority crossings of 
Bennelong Parkway at the Archery Centre and Wentworth Common, 

v. Install new center median planting, 

vi. Install new raised bicycle priority crossing over The Piazza, 

vii. Re-build the roundabout at the intersection of The Piazza and Bennelong 
Parkway to meet modern standards, improve circulation and reduce 
vehicle speeds, 

viii. Retain the westbound bike lane and shared path on southern side of 
Bennelong Parkway. 

(c) That Council note that the full cost of construction of the project is not currently 
budgeted and commencement is subject to the receipt of external grant funding. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. On 11 March 2024 Council considered draft plans for the Homebush Bay Circuit 

– Bennelong Parkway Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge and Paths at Figure 1 and 
Figure 2 and resolved: 
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(a) That Council approve the draft Homebush Bay Circuit – Bennelong Parkway 
Bridge and Paths at Attachment 1 for the purposes of public exhibition. 

 
(b) That the draft plans be placed on exhibition for a minimum period of 28 days. 

 
(c) That the outcomes of public exhibition of the plan be reported to Parramatta 

Traffic Committee and Council. 
 

 
Figure 1: Connecting paths to the west 

 

Figure 2: Bridge with connecting paths either side 

 
2. In line with Council’s resolution, letters were sent to local residents and 

businesses on 28 March 2024 inviting submissions on the proposal within 28 
days.  The consultation area is shown in Figure 3.  Additional notifications were 
given to all Strata Plans and Community Associations in Wentworth Point (see 
Figure 4). On 2 April 2024, the proposal was also advertised in the local 
newspaper in accordance with the Roads Act 1993 and on Council’s website. 
Two community drop-in sessions were also staffed by Council officers. 
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Figure 3: Notification area to all owners and occupiers 

 
 

 
Figure 4: Notification area to Strata Managers and Community Associations 

 
3. The proposed bridge is also within a mapped coastal area, therefore co-

exhibition of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was required that 
identifies the impacts and any mitigation measures in detail.  The EIS was hosted 
on the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure website.  A link 
to the EIS exhibition was provided on Council’s Participate Parramatta page for 
the project. The EIS is being assessed by an independent planner, and is 
scheduled to be reported to the Local Planning Panel later this calendar year, in 
parallel with the Parramatta Traffic Committee (PTC) approvals process. 
 

4. In late 2023, Council placed a load limit on the existing Bennelong Parkway road 
bridge due to concerns about the condition.  The temporary load limit will be in 
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place until a repair methodology is developed and implemented. The proposed 
bridge the subject of this report will be a new standalone bridge that will not 
impact on that process. 

 
5. To ensure the pedestrian and cyclist bridge is of adequate width for current and 

future volumes, and also to maintain adequate clearance to the Ausgrid assets 
on the existing road bridge, ongoing public access needs to be secured to a small 
triangular portion of land at 29 Bennelong Parkway, see Figure 5.  Securing this 
access is currently being negotiated with the landowners. 

 

 
Figure 5: Proposed acquisition area 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 

 
6. Should Council endorse the project as recommended, it would be reported to the 

next available PTC for their review and consideration.  The key themes and 
issues are discussed in the following section as raised by the consultation. 
 

CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 

Public Consultation 
 

7. A total of 82,000 opportunities to give feedback were provided to the community 
through targeted emails, newspaper ads, digital advertising, social media, in-
person popups and surface mail.  This resulted in in 8,048 views of the 
Participate Parramatta project page and 275 engagements (121 survey, 151 
quick polls and three email submissions). See Attachment 3 – Engagement 
Evaluation. 
 

8. The quick poll results were 126 yes (84%), 9 yes to an extent (6%), 16 against 
(10%). A total of 124 written responses (direct email and survey) were received 
from the community, all with the exception of 13 were from within the City of 
Parramatta Local Government Area.  Eighty-three responses were received from 
residents of Wentworth Point. Of all responses received, 88 (71%) supported the 
proposed plans, 16 (13%) gave qualified support, and 21 (17%) were opposed 
or unsure. Within Wentworth Point, 53 (64%) supported the proposed plans, 11 
(13%) gave qualified support, and 19 (23%) were opposed or unsure. This 
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feedback is provided in full at Attachments 1 and 2, including detailed Council 
Officer responses.  
 

9. Key themes from the consultation are summarised below in Table 1 in order of 
frequency.  

 
Table 1: Key consultation themes 

Count Comment / Theme Officer Response 

33 The project is an important 
upgrade for pedestrian and 
cyclist safety (including 
feedback on reducing the 
need to cross Bennelong 
Parkway) 

Noted, the primary purpose of this project 
is improved safety of vulnerable road 
users. 

20 The project should be built 
as quickly as possible. 

Noted, however the project must be 
considered through community 
consultation, approval and design 
processes, as well as funding secured 
before construction is considered. 

16 The location of two-way 
cycle traffic in the northern 
verge of Bennelong Parkway 
will increase conflicting 
movements between cars, 
pedestrians and cyclists, and 
will degrade safety and 
increase frustration for all 
users. 

Moving the bike path to the southern side 
was investigated, however this would 
require users to cross Bennelong Parkway 
twice.  Bennelong Parkway carries 18,000 
vehicles per day, this is more than three 
times the combined movements at all 
driveways and the Piazza.  This would 
greatly increase the number of interactions 
for pedestrians and cyclists with vehicles, 
and also delays to the flow of traffic. A bi-
directional cycleway is a common 
treatment in Sydney and across NSW 
including in high density areas and is 
considered the safest option in these 
circumstances.  

9 The speed limit on 
Bennelong Parkway should 
be reduced, and/or the 50 
km/h limit in Wentworth Point 
be extended beyond the 
proposed crossing at 
Wentworth Common. 

The proposed larger roundabout and two 
raised crossings will help to slow traffic 
speeds in line with the posted 50km/h 
speed limit.  The 50km/h speed limit is 
proposed to be extended 100m east of the 
Wentworth Common crossing point, 
subject to the approval of Transport for 
NSW.   

8 Strong support for project 
(including reference to a key 
missing link in the local 
pedestrian and cyclist 
network). 

Noted. 

6 Pedestrians and cyclists 
should have separate 
facilities. 

Separated paths are proposed as part of 
this project along the main alignments, a 
shared path is retained on the southern 
side of Bennelong Parkway where user 
volumes will be lower. 
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6 The project will impact on 
Bennelong Parkway traffic. 

To use the Homebush Bay Circuit (the 
largest flow of users), pedestrians and 
cyclists currently have to cross Bennelong 
Parkway twice.  The proposed path and 
bridge in the northern verge will mean they 
no longer need to cross.  However, for 
those crossing to Wentworth Common, the 
Archery Centre or bus stop on the 
southern side, the two proposed raised 
crossings proposed will provide safer 
crossing points for vulnerable road users. 

6 Fixing the existing road 
bridge should be prioritised.  

The proposed pedestrian and cyclist 
bridge and the existing road bridge are 
separate projects. The proposed 
pedestrian and cyclist bridge can be 
delivered in parallel with any solutions for 
the road bridge.   

6 Impacts to native flora and 
fauna must be considered 
and reduced. 

The location of the bridge, connecting path 
to the east and crossing at Wentworth 
Common were located to minimise 
impacts to the environment. An 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
was prepared for these elements. It 
closely considered impacts to plants and 
animals, and mitigations required for 
planning approval. The concept plan for 
the connecting paths to the west has also 
been carefully planned to minimise 
ecological impacts, and is proposing a 
significant increase in street tree canopy 
along Bennelong Parkway. 

5 The project should connect 
directly to active transport 
facilities at each end, and 
with the Homebush Bay 
foreshore path. 

The project connects to existing facilities 
at Hill Road and the Badu Mangroves path 
at each end without gaps. The connecting 
path through to the foreshore promenade 
is shared between two separate 
community title lots.  Upgrade of this path 
may be considered following the proposed 
works on Bennelong Parkway, subject to 
the approval of the landowners. The 
endorsed Homebush Bay Circuit identified 
extending the pedestrian and cyclist paths 
on the eastern edge of Bennelong 
Parkway down to Olympic Park, however 
this is currently unfunded. 

5 Planned changes at 
driveways will make it difficult 
to access strata plan 
properties on the northern 
side of Bennelong Parkway. 

A turning bay is retained in the middle of 
Bennelong Parkway for residents of 27 
and 29 Bennelong Parkway to use. This 
will allow them to only address one lane of 
traffic at a time. West of 27 Bennelong 
Parkway, volumes of pedestrians and 
cyclists will be much lower as most will 
proceed to the foreshore promenade. The 
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Piazza roundabout is being enlarged to 
slow traffic and provide storage for one 
standard vehicle outside of the roundabout 
circulation. Specific issues on sightlines at 
driveways will be addressed in the detail 
design.   

 
Councillor Consultation 
 
10. In addition to pre-exhibition Councillor consultation, the following consultation 

has been undertaken in relation to this matter: 
 

Date Councillor Councillor 
Comment 

Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

13/5/2024 
(update 
email and 
offer for a 
briefing) 

Rosehill 
Ward 
Councillors 

No request for 
briefing received   

Nil  Group 
Manager City 
Strategic 
Planning 

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
11. There are no legal implications for Council associated with the recommendation 

of this report. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
12. If Council resolves to approve this report in accordance with the 

recommendation, there are no unbudgeted financial implications for Council’s 
budget as construction would be subject to successful external grants.   
 

13. During the 2023 NSW State election, the local MP made an election commitment 
to the project of $8 million, and an application was also made to the TfNSW Get 
NSW Active program for the balance of the funding.  Both applications are still 
being assessed by TfNSW.  

 
 
 
Robert Cologna 
Group Manager, Strategic Land Use Planning 
 
Jennifer Concato 
Executive Director City Planning and Design 
 
John Angilley 
Executive Director Finance & Information 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩ 

 

Bennelong Parkway Bridge and Paths - Long form written 
submissions 

9 Pages  

2⇩ 

 

Community Feedback and Officer Responses - Bennelong 
Parkway Bridge and Paths 

13 
Pages 

 

3⇩ 

 

Engagement Report - Bennelong Parkway Bridge and Paths 10 
Pages 

 

  
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 

 

OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_files/OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_Attachment_12141_1.PDF
OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_files/OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_Attachment_12141_2.PDF
OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_files/OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_Attachment_12141_3.PDF
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.6 

SUBJECT Gateway Request - Parramatta CBD Supplementary Matters 
Planning Proposal 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09389302 

REPORT OF Senior Project Officer         
 

CSP THEME:   Innovative  
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  6 May 2024 
 
APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED BY  
SYDNEY CENTRAL CITY PLANNING PANEL:  Nil 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek Council’s approval to forward the Parramatta CBD Supplementary Matters 
Planning Proposal for the land in the Parramatta City Centre to the Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) for the purpose of seeking a Gateway 
Determination. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council approve the recommended pathways for resolving the outstanding 

“Orange Matters” arising from the exhibition of the Parramatta CBD Planning 
Proposal, as detailed in the table at Attachment 1. 

 
(b) That Council approve the Parramatta CBD Supplementary Matters Planning 

Proposal at Attachment 2, subject to it being updated to include “creative 
industries” as permitted with consent in the E2 Commercial Centre zone, for the 
purpose of seeking a Gateway Determination from the Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure. 

 
(c) That Council advise the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

that the CEO will be seeking to exercise its plan-making delegations for this 
Planning Proposal, as authorised by Council on 26 November 2012. 

 
(d) That Council delegates authority to the CEO to correct any minor anomalies of 

a non-policy and administrative nature that arise during the plan-making 
process. 

 
(e) That Council note the Parramatta Local Planning Panel’s advice to Council 

(refer to Attachment 3) is consistent with Council officers’ recommendation in 
the report. 

 
(f) That Council resolve to prepare a separate strategic precinct planning proposal 

for the Westfield site at 142 and 171 Church Street, Parramatta, given its 
strategic significance to the Parramatta CBD, and that Council officers prepare 
further urban design, land use and economic analysis to inform the policy 
framework for this planning proposal. 
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PLANNING PROPOSAL TIMELINE 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
1. During the exhibition period of the Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal, Council 

received submissions from landholders and other stakeholders seeking changes 

to controls for certain land within the Parramatta CBD. At its meeting of 15 June 

2021, Council endorsed the final Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal with minor 

post exhibition changes and resolved to further investigate some matters raised 

from the submissions through a separate planning proposal process referred to 

in the Report as Decision Pathway 3 – Orange Matters. A list of the ‘Orange 

Matters’, as endorsed by Council 15 June 2021, is summarised in Attachment 

1 to this report. 

 
2. The “Orange Matters” are generally outstanding matters remaining from the 

exhibition of Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal, that: 

(a) were generally consistent with Council’s policy framework for the CBD, 

but were more significant changes, and if integrated into the Parramatta 

CBD Planning Proposal in the immediate post-exhibition period would 

have triggered re-exhibition of the Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal at 

that time; and/or  

(b) had some merit on preliminary review, but required further investigation to 

confirm whether they should be progressed. 

 
FURTHER INVESTIGATION 
 
3. In responding to the “Orange Matters” as resolved by Council on 15 June 2021, 

Council officers have undertaken further investigations, including: 

(a) evaluation of the nature and extent of requested changes from relevant 

submissions that resulted in the formation of the “Orange Matters”;  

(b) assessment on the relevance of each “Orange Matter” against endorsed 

planning policy changes that have occurred at both the State and local 
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level since Council’s resolution on 15 June 2021 (now almost 3 years 

ago); 

(c) assessment of planning merits for certain “Orange Matters” against 

relevant strategic planning policies and directions; and 

(d) undertaking further urban design, land use planning and environmental 

sustainability analysis to inform suitable urban planning outcomes. 

 
4. Following the completion of further investigations, Council officers have 

recommended two pathways, including justification, to address each of the 

“Orange Matters”. These are articulated in detail at Attachment 1. In summary, 

the two pathways include the following: 

(a) matters that have strategic merit and are recommended to progress as a 

part of the Parramatta CBD Supplementary Matters Planning Proposal 

(provided at Attachment 2); 

(b) matters that are recommended to not proceed as a part of the Parramatta 

CBD Supplementary Matters Planning Proposal as they have since been 

resolved or superseded by another planning project or not considered to 

have adequate planning merit, or alternatively require significantly more 

analysis and are therefore recommended to proceed as a separate 

strategic precinct planning proposal. 

 

5. On 21 May 2024, the Parramatta Local Planning Panel (the Panel) considered 

the Parramatta CBD Supplementary Matters Planning Proposal and supported 

Council Officer’s recommendations to progress the Planning Proposal to request 

a Gateway Determination from DPHI, subject to it being updated to include 

“creative industries” as permitted with consent in the E2 Commercial Centre 

zone. For more information in relation to Panel’s consideration of this matter, 

refer to the discussion below in the “LOCAL PLANNING PANEL MEETING” 

section of this report, and also to the Council officer’s planning report to the 

Panel, and the Panel’s subsequent advice, at Attachment 3. 

 

PLANNING PROPOSAL 

Overview 
 
6. As outlined above, the Planning Proposal contained at Attachment 2 to this 

report includes “Orange Matters” that are recommended by Council officers to 

progress to amend the Parramatta LEP 2023. In addition to addressing certain 

“Orange Matters”, this Planning Proposal also makes an update to the BASIX 

points exceedance targets in clause 7.25(3)(c)(ii) of the Parramatta LEP 2023. 

 
7. This Planning Proposal has been prepared consistent with Council’s endorsed 

position on 15 June 2021 in relation to the “Orange Matters” (refer to Attachment 

1) and sections 3.31 & 3.33 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 

1979 (the EPA Act). This Planning Proposal explains the intent and justification 
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for the amendments to Parramatta LEP 2023. The proposed amendments by this 

Planning Proposal include: 

(a) rezoning of some land; 

(b) extending the application of Area B of the Special Provisions Area Map to 

the rezoned land so that clause 7.28 (Additional floor space ratio for office 

premises) also applies; 

(c) amendment to the land reservation acquisition area of some land; 

(d) additional permitted use for the Parramatta CBD area; and 

(e) amendment to some local provisions (i.e. car parking rates and high 

performing building design) applicable to the Parramatta CBD area. 

 
8. The Planning Proposal is collectively referred as the ‘Parramatta CBD 

Supplementary Matters Planning Proposal’ and generally applies to the 

Parramatta City Centre and specific land within the Parramatta City Centre, as 

described in column 1 of Table 1 below.  

Summary of Proposed Changes 
 

9. Table 1 below provides a summary of the changes proposed under the Planning 

Proposal contained at Attachment 2. Further information about the initiator of 

each ‘Orange Matter’, and whether the proposed change aligns with the relevant 

original submission request, is available at Table 1 of Attachment 1.  

Table 1 – Summary of changes proposed under the Planning Proposal 
 

Site  Proposed Change(s) Summary Justification 

Land Reservation Acquisition 
(LRA) Map Notations: 
a. 328 Church Street, 

Parramatta (proposed 
lane); 

b. Marsden Lane, being 
part of 215 Church 
Street, Parramatta;  

c. Firehorse Lane, being 
part of 3 Fitzwilliam 
Street, and 25 
Wentworth Street, 
Parramatta;  

d. Woodhouse Lane, 
being part of 21 
Wentworth Street, 
Parramatta; 

e. Charles Street/Hassall 
Street Intersection, 
being part of 2 Charles 
Street, Parramatta; and 

f. Parkes Street widening, 
being part of 24 Parkes 
Street, Harris Park. 

 
 

a. Deletion of entire LRA. 
 
 

b. Deletion of entire LRA. 
 
 
c. Partial deletion of LRA. 
 
 
 
 
d. Insertion of new splay corner 

LRA notation. 
 
e. Insertion of new road 

widening/splay corner LRA 
notation. 

 
f. Insertion of new road 

widening LRA notation. 

The proposed LRA 
amendments are in 
response to the findings of 
the Parramatta Integrated 
Transport Plan (ITP) and 
updated urban design 
analysis, and they also 
minimise the financial 
implications for Council (ie. 
Overall, the proposed LRA 
removal area is significantly 
larger than the proposed 
new additions). The changes 
will improve safety, promote 
active transportation, and 
facilitate better traffic 
circulation and movement 
throughout the Parramatta 
CBD. 

Walker Corporation 
Landholdings - 10-12 Darcy 
Street, Parramatta, also 

Rezone from MU1 Mixed Use zone 
to E2 Commercial Centre zone. 
Extend application of Area B of the 
Special Provisions Area Map to the 

E2 Commercial Centre zone 
aligns with the current 
significant office tower 
development on site, and 
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known as 4 & 6 & 8 
Parramatta Square 
 
 

rezoned land so that clause 7.28 
(Additional floor space ratio for 
office premises) applies. 

will enable consistency with 
the zoning and application of 
clause 7.28 to the other 
office towers at Parramatta 
Square. 
 

High Performing Building 
Design – Clause 7.25 Update 
(applicable to residential 
development) 
 
 

Updates the BASIX Energy 
exceedance targets as specified in 
clause 7.25(3)(c)(ii), so that for 
buildings with an FSR ranging from 
6:1 to 16:1, developers would need 
to exceed BASIX standards by the 
following BASIX points in order to 
utilise the 5% FSR bonus: 
• 5-15 Storeys – 25 points 
• 16-30 storeys – 20 points 
• 31-40 storeys – 15 points 
• 41 or more storeys – 15 points 

Updates are needed as the 
BASIX system has been 
revised through the 
introduction and 
commencement of State 
Environmental Planning 
Policy (Sustainable 
Buildings) 2022 in October 
2023. 
Updates are supported by a 
study, being the Parramatta 
High Performance Building 
Study Review (Kinesis, 
November 2023). 

Additional land use 
permissibility – E2 
Commercial Centre zone – 
Water recycling facilities 
 
 

Add ‘water recycling facility’ as a 
permissible use with consent in the 
E2 Commercial Centre zone. 

Will enable consistency 
between the MU1 Mixed Use 
zone and E2 Commercial 
Centre zone in the 
Parramatta CBD, noting that 
‘water recycling facilities’ are 
currently permissible in 
MU1, but prohibited in E2. 
This change will enable 
maximum flexibility for 
recycled water systems, 
thereby improving 
environmental and 
sustainability outcomes.  
 

Maximum Residential Car 
Parking Rate for certain land 
at North Parramatta (being 
the part of the Parramatta 
CBD north of Victoria Road) 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce a new Land Use and 
Transport Integration (LUTI) Map, 
which will identify Category A and B 
residential car-parking rate areas 
(refer to Figure 5 of Attachment 1). 
 
Category A will retain the current 
more restrictive maximum car 
parking rates, whereas Category B 
will introduce less restrictive 
maximum rates in the area of the 
Parramatta CBD north of Victoria 
Road. 
 
Amend the table in clause 7.17 to 
show the existing car parking rates 
for “Residential flat buildings, dual 
occupancies and multi dwelling 
housing” will apply to land shown 
as ‘Category A’ on the LUTI Map. 
Further, add a new Land Use type 
in the table for “Residential flat 
buildings, dual occupancies and 
multi dwelling housing – Category B 
land” (as shown on the LUTI Map), 
with the following rates: 
 
“The sum of the following— 
Resident spaces: 

Changes will retain the 
current more restrictive 
maximum car parking rates 
for residential development 
on land to be referred to as 
Category A (which has good 
access to heavy rail and 
metro stations) and apply 
less restrictive rates to land 
referred to as Category B (in 
the Parramatta CBD north of 
Victoria Road), as this land 
is located well away from 
heavy rail and metro 
stations. 
 
The new car parking 
framework is based on the 
recommendations of the 
Parramatta CBD Integrated 
Transport Plan (ITP). 
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(a) 0.2 space for each studio dwelling 
(b) 0.4 space for each dwelling 

containing 1 bedroom  
(c) 0.8 space for each dwelling 

containing 2 bedrooms  
(d) 1.1 spaces for each dwelling with 

3 or more bedrooms 
Visitor spaces (calculated 
cumulatively): 

(e) 0.167 space for each dwelling up 
to 30 dwellings 

(f) 0.1 space for each dwelling more 
than 30 and up to 70 dwellings  

(g) 0.05 space for each dwelling more 
than 70 dwellings” 

 

 

 
 
STRATEGIC PRECINCT PLANNING PROPOSAL – PARRAMATTA WESTFIELD 
SITE 
 
10. The Parramatta Westfield landholdings is situated at 142 and 171 Church 

Street, Parramatta, consisting of multiple blocks extending along Argyle Street, 

Aird Street, Marsden Street, Campbell Street, Fitzwilliam Street and Church 

Street. The site is the single largest private land holding in the Parramatta CBD, 

measuring 6.43 ha in land area. In comparison, this is larger than Parramatta 

Square (including public domain) at about 2.84 ha, the Powerhouse Museum 

site at about 1.81 ha, and the Parramatta Metro site at about 1.76 ha, combined.   

 
11. Consistent with Council’s resolution of 15 June 2021, Council officers undertook 

further investigations in relation to this matter (refer to Attachment 1). 

Following these further investigations, Council officers are of the view that 

further analysis is needed to appropriately determine the future planning policy 

framework for this highly significant site. This further analysis needs to consider 

at least the following:  

 
a. Land Economics – The impacts of the COVID pandemic on both the 

office and retail market are continuing to evolve and will impact the future 

for this site. Further economic analysis is needed to help inform the 

policy framework for this significant site.    

b. Land Use and Urban Design – Given its strategic location near the 

Parramatta Transport Interchange and Parramatta Square, and also its 

large size, this site has significant potential in providing for future 

employment generation for the Parramatta CBD, in particular in large 

floor plate commercial office towers to match those of Parramatta 

Square.  Further analysis is needed to determine the appropriate 

scale/type of residential development that would be suitable for the site, 

including site location considerations, so that strategic commercial and 

residential land use objectives can be properly balanced and managed.  

 
12. In light of the above considerations, associated site complexities, and the 

significance of this large site in the Parramatta CBD, Council officers 
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recommend not progressing this matter as a part of this planning proposal, and 

rather that Council commence preliminary work on a separate strategic precinct 

planning proposal specifically for the Westfield site, given its strategic 

importance, and also to allow more time where these issues can be further 

investigated. 

 

PLANNING PROPOSAL ASSESSMENT  
 

13. An assessment of the strategic merits of the Planning Proposal, including key 
planning considerations, is provided in the Council officer’s report to the Panel – 
refer to copy at Attachment 3. 

 
 
LOCAL PLANNING PANEL MEETING  

 
14. The matter was considered by the Panel at its Meeting on 21 May 2024 (report 

at Attachment 3) and the Panel provided the following advice to Council: 
 

(a) That Council approve the recommended pathways for resolving the 

outstanding “Orange Matters” arising from the exhibition of the Parramatta 

CBD Planning Proposal, as detailed in the table at Attachment 1. 

 

(b) That Council approve the Parramatta CBD Supplementary Matters 

Planning Proposal at Attachment 2, subject to it being updated to include 

“creative industries” as permitted with consent in the E2 Commercial Centre 

zone, for the purpose of seeking a Gateway Determination from the 

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure. 

 

(c) That Council advise the Department of Planning, Housing and 

Infrastructure that the CEO will be seeking to exercise its plan-making 

delegations for this Planning Proposal, as authorised by Council on 26 

November 2012. 

 

(d) That Council delegates authority to the CEO to correct any minor anomalies 

of a non-policy and administrative nature that arise during the plan-making 

process. 

(e) That Council resolve to prepare a separate strategic precinct planning 
proposal for the Westfield site at 142 and 171 Church Street, Parramatta, 
given its strategic significance to the Parramatta CBD, and that Council 
officers prepare further urban design, land use and economic analysis to 
inform the policy framework for this planning proposal. 

 
15. It should be noted that in providing their advice to Council, the Panel 

recommended that the Planning Proposal be “updated to include “creative 
industries” as permitted with consent in the E2 Commercial Centre zone”. This 
was in response to a submission to the Panel made by Walker Corporation in 
relation to the proposed rezoning of their land at Parramatta Square under the 
Planning Proposal. In their submission, Walker Corporation noted that the 
proposed rezoning from MU1 Mixed Use to E2 Commercial Centre would make 
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“creative industries” prohibited development on their land. This was of concern 
as it would make the newly approved ABC Studios on their land a prohibited land 
use, as this development was characterised as a “creative industry” in their 
approved development application (DA/482/2022). 
 

16. Under the provisions of Parramatta LEP 2023, “creative industries” are defined 
as follows:  

 
“creative industry means a building or place the principal purpose of which is to 
produce or demonstrate arts, crafts, design or other creative products, and 
includes artists’ studios, recording studios, and set design and production 
facilities.” 
 

17. To address this issue, Council officers further recommended to the Panel that 
the use of “creative industries” be added as permitted with consent across the 
entire E2 Commercial Centre zone. This was considered justifiable for the 
following reasons: 

a. The Parramatta CBD area primarily consists of two main zones, being 
the MU1 Mixed Use zone and the E2 Commercial Centre zone. The 
primary difference between the two zones is the permissibility of 
residential development. “Creative industries” are already permissible 
with consent in the MU1 zone. This change to make “creative industries” 
permissible in the E2 zone would ensure that “creative industries” are 
permissible with consent across the entire Parramatta CBD area. 

b. The “creative industries” use is consistent with the objectives of the E2 
Commercial Centre zone, in particular the following: 

i. To strengthen the role of the commercial centre as the centre of 
business, retail, community and cultural activity. 

ii. To encourage investment in commercial development that 
generates employment opportunities and economic growth. 

iii. To strengthen the role of Parramatta City Centre as a regional 
business, retail and cultural centre and as a primary retail centre in 
the Six Cities Region. 

c. “Creative industries”, including recording studios, set design and 
production facilities, are strategically desired for the Parramatta CBD 
area as they bring significant economic benefits, including supporting 
businesses and job creation, add to the cultural fabric of the CBD, and 
are a compatible land use with office development, as evident with the 
approval of the ABC Studios at Parramatta Square.  

   
18. The Panel’s advice to Council, including making “creative industries” permissible 

with consent in the E2 Commercial Centre zone, is consistent with the Council 
Officer’s recommendation now provided in this report. Subject to Council 
endorsement, the Planning Proposal at Attachment 2 will be updated to include 
“creative industries” as permitted with consent in the E2 Commercial Centre 
zone, prior to it being forwarded to DPHI for the purpose of seeking a Gateway 
Determination.  
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PLAN MAKING DELEGATIONS 
 
19. It is recommended that Council request to DPHI to exercise its plan making 

delegations for this Planning Proposal. This means that after the Planning 
Proposal has received a Gateway Determination, complied with any conditions 
(including any requirements for public exhibition), Council officers can deal 
directly with the Parliamentary Counsel on the legal drafting and finalisation of 
the amendment to the LEP facilitated by this Planning Proposal. 

 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Stakeholder Consultation 
 
20. Council officers contacted the original submitters (associated with private land 

holdings) who lodged submissions to the Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal 
that were later resolved as the ‘Orange Matters’ to advise them of this project. 
Further consultation with all affected landowners will occur during the public 
exhibition of the Planning Proposal.  

 
Councillor Consultation 
 
21. Table 2 below provides a summary of the Councillor consultation that has been 

undertaken in relation to this matter. 
 

Table 2 – Consultation undertaken with Councillors in relation to the CBD ‘Orange Matters’. 
 

Date Councillor Councillor Comment Council Officer Response Responsibility 

24 
April 
2024 

Councillor 
Briefing Note 
provided  
 

No comments 
received.  

N/A. Group Manager 
City Strategic 
Planning  

6 May 
2024   

Councillor 
workshop 

Councillors provided 
comments in relation 
to the proposed 
Category B car 
parking rates and also 
the proposed pathway 
to address the 
Westfield site. 

Council officers explained 
that the position for the car 
parking rates is supported 
by the Parramatta ITP and 
the suggested pathway for 
the Westfield site is due to 
the complexities associated 
with this site and its strategic 
significance. 

Group Manager 
City Strategic 
Planning 

 
22. The project timeline is detailed in Part 6 of the Planning Proposal (refer to 

Attachment 2). The timeline indicates that the Planning Proposal should be 
completed within 12 months, subject to all necessary approvals from both 
Council and DPHI throughout the statutory planning process. 

 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
23. There are no legal implications for Council associated with this report. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
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24. Under this Planning Proposal, 79sqm of land is being added to the Land 
Reservation Acquisition Map, but 1,098sqm is being removed, resulting in a net 
reduction of 1,019sqm of land being identified for acquisition by Council (refer to 
Table 3). This significant net reduction in land acquisition area will result in an 
associated net reduction in Council’s financial liability in terms of acquisition 
costs, should the land not be secured through redevelopment opportunities. 

 
Table 3 – Land area changes to Land Reservation Acquisition Map under the Planning Proposal 

 
Site Additions (sqm) Retention (sqm) Deductions (sqm) 

2 Charles St, Parramatta (splay 
corner) 

40   

24 Parkes St, Harris Park (road 
taper) 

35   

Firehorse Lane, Parramatta (part 
removal) 

 71 473 

21 Wentworth St, Parramatta (splay 
corner) 

4   

215 Church St, Parramatta 
(Marsden Lane) 

  187 

328 Church St, Parramatta (full 
removal) 

  438 

Totals 79 71 1,098 

 
25. There are no financial impact on the budget arising from approval of this 

report as recommended. 
 
 
CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS  
 
26. The Planning Proposal demonstrates both strategic and site-specific planning 

merits and is consistent with the Parramatta CBD planning policy framework, as 
established by the Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal. It is recommended the 
Planning Proposal be endorsed by Council, updated as per the Panel’s advice to 
include “creative industries” as permitted with consent in the E2 Commercial 
Centre zone, and then forwarded to DPHI for a Gateway determination.   

 
27. Subject to Council’s endorsement of the Planning Proposal (including the update 

as advised by the Panel) and recommended pathways to address the ‘Orange 
Matters’, Council officers will forward the updated Planning Proposal to DPHI 
seeking a Gateway Determination, and then commence preliminary work to 
inform the policy framework for a separate strategic precinct planning proposal 
for the Westfield site. 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.7 

SUBJECT Adoption of the Social Sustainability Strategy 2024 - 2033 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09100348 

REPORT OF Strategy Manager         
 
 

CSP THEME:  Fair, Welcoming  
 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  19 September 2022, 25 November 2022, 20 
February 2023, 26 April 2023, 31 July 2023 and 6 May 2024 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek Council’s adoption of the final Social Sustainability Strategy 2024 – 2033. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council notes the community feedback received during public exhibition of 

the draft Social Sustainability Strategy 2024 - 2033. 
 
(b) That Council adopts the Social Sustainability Strategy 2024-2033 at Attachment 

1 to this report. 
 

(c) That Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to make any 
administrative and/or non-policy editorial amendments to the Social 
Sustainability Strategy 2024 - 2033 during its publication.  

 
 
SUMMARY OF EXHIBITION 
 
1. Council endorsed the draft Social Sustainability Strategy (the Strategy) for 

exhibition at the 14 August 2023 meeting. The draft Strategy was exhibited from 
21 August to 16 October 2023, along with three other draft strategies 
(Environmental Sustainability Strategy, Economic Development Strategy and 
Smart City and Innovation Strategy). Public exhibition was extended from six to 
eight weeks to allow stakeholders additional time to provide submissions. 
 

2. Engagement activities included: 
 

a. Participate Parramatta portal 
b. Future Parramatta social media campaign 
c. Future Parramatta Luncheon for external delivery partners held on 7 

September 2023 
d. Four community pop-up sessions held at Phive, Wentworth Point 

Community Centre and Library, North Rocks Shopping Centre, and 
Parramatta Lanes Festival 

e. Community engagement competition delivered online and at pop-ups 
 
 
 

3. Key engagement statistics from public exhibition include:  



Council Meeting Monday, 11 June 2024 - Agenda Item 13.7 

Page 457 of 594 

 

 

a. 14,600 visits to the Future Parramatta page on Participate Parramatta  
b. 685 visits to the Draft Social Sustainability Strategy page on Participate 

Parramatta 
c. 191 community members engaged at pop-ups 
d. 70+ attendees at the Future Parramatta luncheon 

 
4. See Attachment 2 for an overview of engagement activities.  
 
5. The three draft strategies that were simultaneously exhibited alongside the draft 

Social Sustainability Strategy are intended to be reported to Council over the 
coming months.  

 
EXHIBITION RESPONSE SUMMARY  
 
6. During the public exhibition period, 15 submissions were received on the draft 

Social Sustainability Strategy, of which nine were from community members and 
six from organisations. 
 

7. All submissions on the draft Social Sustainability Strategy were supportive of the 
priorities and actions.  

 
8. Submissions raised a range of matters, some of which were outside of the scope 

of the Social Sustainability Strategy. Matters outside the scope of this Strategy 
have been referred to relevant teams for consideration in future planning 
documents or for project implementation.    

 
9. Key themes raised across the submissions and Council Officer responses are 

summarised below:  
 

Theme Summary of Council Officer response 

Community infrastructure 
– need for indoor recreation 
facilities, community 
gardens, and parks with 
accessible amenities 

The importance of community infrastructure is 
emphasised in Priority 1 – A socially connected 
community. Feedback on community infrastructure 
will be considered as part of Action 1.1.1 Evaluate 
and update Council’s Community Infrastructure 
Strategy and release a regular report card on 
progress. 

Housing – need for 
affordable housing, 
improved high density living 
options, and increased 
support for people 
experiencing 
homelessness 
 

The Social Sustainability Strategy addresses 
housing affordability and diversity in Priority 4 – A 
City with affordable and diverse homes for all. 
Submissions expressed support for actions relating 
to housing, which is noted and appreciated. 

Health - collaboration to 
improve health outcomes 
for disadvantaged 
communities and the need 
to address food insecurity 

The Social Sustainability Strategy addresses 
housing in Priority 3 – A community where people 
can live healthy lives. The draft Strategy adopts a 
holistic understanding of health and acknowledges 
the 'social determinants of health', the non-medical 
factors that influence health and wellbeing 
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outcomes. It also addresses healthy equity. A new 
action has been added to address food insecurity.   

Social cohesion, cultural 
diversity, and inclusion - 
celebration of cultural 
diversity as a key strength 
and recognition that we are 
on Dharug land 

The Social Sustainability Strategy recognises and 
celebrates cultural diversity as City of Parramatta's 
strength. Council’s commitment to partnering with 
Dharug and First Nations people is set out in the 
First Nations Strategy 2024-2029. 

Safety – enhancing 
community safety 

The Social Sustainability Strategy addresses safety 
in Priority 2 - A safe, inclusive, and welcoming City. 
Focus areas include domestic and family violence, 
crime prevention, and experiences of safety for 
LGBTQIA+ communities, women, and young people.  

Partnerships between 
Council and external 
organisations to ensure a 
more equitable and resilient 
Parramatta.   

Council recognises the importance of partnerships 
and welcomes external partners’ willingness to 
collaborate. 

 
 

10. See Attachment 3 for more detailed Council Officer responses to submissions.  
 
KEY CHANGES FOLLOWING EXHIBITION 

 
11. Council officers recommend several post-exhibition amendments to the draft 

Social Sustainability Strategy, which are outlined in further detail in Attachment 
4.  In summary, changes include the following:  

 

Proposed change Rationale 

Reworded and consolidated 
content throughout 
document 

To streamline the document, improve clarity, and 
better utilise spreads 

Reorganised actions to be 
included within each priority 
section, rather than as a 
standalone action plan at the 
end of the document 

To enable the reader to read the priority and 
associated actions more easily    

Removed "outputs" layer 
from action plan 

To improve readability and clarity, as this layer was 
useful in the drafting of the document but not 
helpful for the reader 

Changed timeframe of 
targets for indicators from 
two years to four years 

To align the target with the duration of action plan 
for consistency    

Added baseline data for 
indicators, where available 

To provide context for four-year targets 

One new action to address 
food insecurity  

To include action in response to new Our City My 
Life data, which became available following public 
exhibition and highlighted the issue of food 
insecurity in our community. Food insecurity was 
also highlighted in Resilient Sydney’s submission. 
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Removed four actions To remove actions that were already completed, 
overlapped with other actions, and/or were not best 
placed in the Social Sustainability Strategy. 

 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Stakeholder Consultation 
 
12. The following stakeholder consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter: 
 

Date Stakeholders Stakeholder 
Comment 

Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

Late 
2022 – 
early 
2023 

External stakeholders, 
including Greater Cities 
Commission, Sydney 
Olympic Park Authority, 
Department of 
Communities and Justice, 
Western Sydney 
Community Forum, 
Western Sydney Local 
Health District, and 
Resilient Sydney 
 

Broad support was 
expressed for the 
direction of the 
draft Strategy, and 
stakeholders 
offered strategic 
views on 
Parramatta’s 
future. 
 

Feedback was 
considered while 
preparing the 
draft Strategy. 
Stakeholders 
were also invited 
to provide 
feedback during 
public exhibition. 
 

City Strategy  

 
Councillor Consultation 
 
13. The following Councilor consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter: 
 

Date Councillor Councillor Comment Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

19 
September 
2022 

Councillor 
Workshop – 
Timeline & 
engagement 
program 

Councillors were 
supportive of the 
timeline and 
engagement program 
put forward. 
Councillors made 
suggestions to 
enhance the 
engagement program.  

Council Officers 
ensured each ward 
and Parramatta CBD 
were covered by pop-
up sessions and 
organised a half-day 
workshop to delve into 
content. 

City Strategy 

25 
November 
2022 

Half-day 
Strategy 
workshop 

Councillors provided 
feedback on trends, 
challenges, 
opportunities, and 
themes identified 
through research & 
engagement to date. 

Councillor feedback 
was considered when 
progressing the draft 
Strategy. 
 

City Strategy 

20 February 
2023 

Councillor 
workshop 

Councillors provided 
feedback on priorities 
and objectives. 

Councillor feedback 
was considered when 
progressing the draft 
Strategy. 

City Strategy 
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26 April 
2023   

Councillor 
workshop 

Councillors provided 
feedback on proposed 
actions. 

Council staff made 
minor updates to 
actions based on 
Councillor feedback. 

City Strategy 

31 July 2023 Councillor 
workshop 

Councillors provided 
feedback on proposed 
indicators. Councillors 
asked if baseline data 
could be included. 

Council staff added 
baseline data 
alongside the 
indicators, where 
available. 

City Strategy 

6 May 2024 Councillor 
workshop 

Councillors provided 
feedback on proposed 
post-exhibition 
changes.  

Council staff 
considered feedback 
in final draft.  

Group Manager 
City Strategic 
Planning 

 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
14. There are no legal implications for Council associated with this report. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
15. If Council resolves to approve this report in accordance with the 

recommendations, there are no unbudgeted financial implications for Council. 
The various actions outlined in the Social Sustainability Strategy are able to be 
executed within Council’s existing resources. 

 
 
Mark Egan 
Strategy Manager 
 
Robert Cologna 
Group Manager, Strategic Land Use Planning 
 
Jennifer Concato 
Executive Director City Planning and Design 
 
John Angilley 
Executive Director Finance & Information 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩  Draft Social Sustainability Strategy 58 Pages  

2⇩  Engagement Report 5 Pages  

3⇩  Response to Submissions 7 Pages  

4⇩  Summary of Proposed Changes 6 Pages  
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.8 

SUBJECT Lord Mayor and Councillor Remuneration for 2024/25 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09390140 

REPORT OF Executive Officer         
 
 

CSP THEME: FAIR 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Nil 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To set the annual fees payable to the Lord Mayor and Councillors for 2024/25.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council determine the Lord Mayor and Councillor annual fees for the period 

1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025.  
 

(b) That Council note the resolution of 7 June 2022 (resolution no. 4341) which 
resolved that the Lord Mayor and Councillors will receive superannuation 
contribution payments, in addition to their annual fees, from 1 July 2022, in 
accordance with Section 254B of the Local Government Act 1993. 

.  
(c) That Council note that effective from 1 July 2024, the superannuation guarantee 

rate will increase from 11 per cent to 11.5 per cent. 
 

(d) That the Chief Executive Officer apply to the Local Government Remuneration 
Tribunal for Council’s classification to be amended from Major CBD to Principal 
CBD (the highest category of general purpose councils). 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. The Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) requires the Local Government 

Remuneration Tribunal to report each year on its determination of categories of 
councils and the amounts of annual fees to be paid to mayors and councillors. 

 
Local Government Payments for 2024/25 

 
2. The Tribunal has determined an increase of 3.75% in minimum and maximum 

mayoral and councillors fees for the 2024/25 financial year, with effect from 1 
July 2024.  

 
3. The Statutory and Other Offices Remuneration Tribunal (SOORT) has 

determined that there will be 0% increase for senior staff in the 2024/25 financial 
year and a 0% increase in the 2025/26 financial year, with effect from 1 July 
2024. 

 
4. The Local Government (State) Award 2023, has awarded an increase of 3.5%    

and a one-off payment of $1000 for the 2024/25 financial year, for non-senior 
staff Local Government employees, with effect from the first full pay period after 
1 July 2024.  



Council Meeting Monday, 11 June 2024 - Agenda Item 13.8 

- Page 538 of 594 - 

 
Categories of Councils 

 
5. Section 239 of the Act requires the Tribunal to determine the categories of 

councils and mayoral offices at least once every 3 years. A review of categories 
was last carried out by the Tribunal in 2023. The Tribunal will next consider the 
model criteria for each group, and the allocation of councils in the 2026 review.  

 
6. The categories for general purpose councils for 2024 are as follows: 

 

Metropolitan Non-Metropolitan 

Principal CBD Major Regional City 

Major CBD Major Strategic Area 

Metropolitan Major Regional Strategic Area 

Metropolitan Large Regional Centre 

Metropolitan Medium Regional Rural 

Metropolitan Small Rural Large 

 Rural 

 
7. In 2023, Council resolved for the Chief Executive Officer to apply to the Tribunal 

for Council’s classification to be amended from Major CBD to Principal CBD (the 
highest category of general purpose councils). 

 
8. The Tribunal has considered this application and has determined to maintain the 

City of Parramatta’s categorisation as the sole council in the Major CBD category.  
 

9. Pursuant to Section 241 of the Act, the annual fees to be paid to councillors and 
mayors for the Major CBD category effective on and from 1 July 2024 have been 
determined as follows: 

 

2024/2025 
 

Councillor Annual Fee Mayor Annual Fee 

 Minimum Fee Maximum Fee Minimum Fee Maximum Fee 

 
Major CBD 
 

$20,500 $37,960 $43,530 $122,640 

Current  
Parramatta 
Fees 
 

$35,520 + super $35,520 + $114,770 + super 

 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
10. A Council cannot fix a fee higher than the maximum amount determined by the 

Tribunal and all councillors must be paid the same fee. 
 

11. Section 249 (2) of the Act stipulates that payment of a mayoral fee is in addition 
to the fee paid to the incumbent in their councillor capacity. 

 
12. If a council does not fix a fee, the council must pay the minimum fee determined 

by the Tribunal. 
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13. Where a council has resolved to make superannuation contribution payments for 
its Councillors, the amount of the payment is to be the amount the council would 
be required to contribute under the Commonwealth Superannuation Guarantee 
(Administration) Act 1992 as superannuation if the Councillors were employees 
of the council. 

 
14. As of 1 July 2024, the superannuation guarantee rate will be 11.5 per cent. The 

rate will continue to increase by half a per cent each year until 1 July 2025 when 
it reaches 12 per cent.  

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 

 
15. The are no legal implications for Council associated with this report. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
16. In preparing the draft 2024/25 Council Support budget, Council foreshadowed a 

3% increase by the Tribunal, not a 3.75% increase. If Council were to endorse 
this option, an adjustment of $5,497 would be required to the 2024/25 Council 
Support budget. 
 

17. Listed below, for the information of Councillors, are the options available for 
Council.  

 
OPTION 1: Status Quo (total cost of $722,040.55 incl superannuation) 

Council can resolve to set the Lord Mayor and Councillor annual fees at the same 
levels as those adopted for the current financial year being $114,770 and 
$35,520 respectively. These rates are within the permissible range. 
 
The attributable superannuation contribution for the 2024/25 financial year for 
this option would be $13,198.55 for the Lord Mayor and $4,084.80 each 
Councillor.  
 
Importantly, while this option has been labelled as ‘status quo’ there is an 0.5 per 
cent increase to the superannuation guarantee which must be applied. 
 
There are no unbudgeted financial implications for Option 1. 

 
OPTION 2: Minimum fee (total cost of $391,398.45 incl superannuation) 

Council can resolve to set the Lord Mayor and Councillor annual fees at the 
minimum permissible value, being $43,530 and $20,500 respectively. 
 
The attributable superannuation contribution for the 2024/25 financial year for 
this option would be $5,005.95 and $2,357.50 respectively. 
 
There are no unbudgeted financial implications for Option 2. 

 
OPTION 3: Maximum fee (total cost of $771,624.60 incl superannuation) 

Council can resolve to set the Lord Mayor and Councillor annual fees at the 
maximum permissible value, being $122,640 and $37,960 respectively. 
 



Council Meeting Monday, 11 June 2024 - Agenda Item 13.8 

- Page 540 of 594 - 

The attributable superannuation contribution for the 2024/25 financial year for 
this option would be $14,103.60 and $4,365.40 respectively.  
 
In preparing the draft 2024/25 Council Support budget, Council foreshadowed a 
3% increase by the Tribunal, not a 3.75% increase.  
 
Therefore, if Council was to endorse this option, the unbudgeted financial 
implications are $5,497. An adjustment would be required to the 2024/25 Council 
Support budget to support the maximum possible fee increase. 
 
 

 
Bronwyn Pullen 
Executive Officer 
 
Roxanne Thornton 
Group Manager Office of the Lord Mayor and CEO 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL - FOR COUNCIL DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 13.9 

SUBJECT Wentworth Point Playground and Social Space 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09455011 

REPORT OF Project Officer         
 
 

CSP THEME: Accessible, Fair, Thriving and Welcoming 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  6 March 2024 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To seek Council’s endorsement to contribute to the construction of a playground and 
social space for the Wentworth Point community on the temporary ‘Town Square’ at 
Wentworth Point. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
(a) That Council approve a contribution of $200,000 from the Better Neighbourhoods 

Program (BNP) FY23/24 budget allocation to Billbergia (for the purpose of 
exercising Council’s functions) for the delivery of a temporary playground and 
social space for community use in the ‘Town Square’ located at Wentworth Place 
and Footbridge Boulevard, Wentworth Point 2127; 

 

(b) That Council enter into an agreement for Billbergia to deliver and maintain the 
project on its land for a minimum period of two years as part of its temporary 
development of the Town Square, and require the play equipment to be returned 
to Council at the completion of the project; 

 

(c) That Council endorse the concept design plan proposed by Billbergia at 
Attachment 1; and 

 
(d) That Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to finalise and 

execute all legal and necessary documents. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Council has limited land ownership in Wentworth Point and as a result Wentworth 

Point currently has a limited number of parks, ovals and play equipment.   
 
2. Community members have provided feedback to and sought support from the 

Rosehill Ward Councillors for Council to contribute to the supply of playground, 
social and sporting equipment for the community to enjoy. 

 
3. A March 2022 survey of residents in Wentworth Point carried out by the 

Wentworth Point Peninsular Town Team Inc. revealed that over 80% of residents 
strongly supported the need for the construction of play equipment and open 
spaces for local children.  
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4. The ‘Town Square’ and associated spaces created by Billbergia as part of the 
post-COVID recovery program were encouraged by government and Council as 
they contribute towards the provision of recreation space for the community of 
Wentworth Point. 

 
5. Billbergia has agreed in-principle to partner with Council and deliver this project 

as part of its wider plans to temporarily expand the Town Square for the 
community. 

 
11. It is important to note that the existing Wentworth Point Development Control 

Plan 2014 requires a significant peninsula park (minimum area of 3.9ha) and a 
20m wide foreshore promenade to be delivered in Wentworth Point.  
 

12. It is the responsibility of the NSW government (Transport for NSW (TfNSW)) to 

deliver the park as the landowner. However, the timing of delivery of the park, 
including its embellishment and public access is tied to the construction of 
residential apartments on the TfNSW land.  At this time there is no approval for 
residential apartments on the land and hence the construction of the open space 
is likely to be some years from now. 

 
OPTIONS 
 
13. Council has the option of contributing towards the cost of constructing a 

temporary playground and social space for the community through Billbergia’s 
Town Square expansion.  
 

14. This option can be further implemented as follows: 
 

a. Council can enter into a legal agreement with Billbergia for the purpose of 
exercising its functions for the Wentworth Point community. 
 

b. This legal agreement is not part of a Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) 
and will exist independently. 

 
c. Council’s contribution of $200,000 can be sourced from an established 

program (BNP) and will go towards the supply, build and installation of the 
Playground and Social Space only. The remaining development of the 
Town Square (estimated at $500,000) will be funded by Billbergia at its own 
expense.   

 
d. At the completion of the temporary activation of the Town Square, Council 

will retain ownership of the playground equipment, with the right to remove 
the playground and repurpose it or reuse it in another part of the Parramatta 
LGA. 

 
e. Given the Town Square expansion is temporary in nature, Council can 

stipulate via this agreement a minimum number of 2 years for the lifecycle 
of the playground and social space, to be open for public and community 
use, in order to secure an appropriate return on investment. 
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CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Stakeholder Consultation 
 
15. The following stakeholder consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter: 
 
Date Stakeholder Stakeholder 

Comment 
Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

3/05/2024 Billbergia  Confirmation 
of support in 
principle to 
delivering this 
project with 
Council 
contribution 

Feedback 
considered for 
draft of legal 
contract 

Infrastructure Grants 
and Major Projects / 
Group Manager / 
Place Manager 
Coordinator / Project 
Officer 

12/04/2024 Wentworth Point 
Neighbourhood 
Association Inc. 
 

Follow up on 
the need and 
urgency to 
have a 
playground 
and open 
outdoor 
space for 
children and 
the 
community. 

A proposed 
concept design 
and forward plan 
is being worked 
through with 
Billbergia and 
internal 
stakeholders. 

Infrastructure Grants 
and Major Projects / 
Group Manager / 
Place Manager 
Coordinator / Project 
Officer 

21/02/2024 Billbergia 
Confirmation 
of cost 
budget and 
design 
concept for 
Playground 
and Social 
Space. 

Budget and 
design concept 
to be presented 
to Ward 
Councillors for 
consideration. 

Infrastructure Grants 
and Major Projects / 
Group Manager / 
Place Manager 
Coordinator / Project 
Officer 

6/12/2023 Wentworth Point 

Public School 

Parents & 

Citizens 

Association;  

Wentworth Point 

Neighbourhood 

Association Inc; 

Wentworth Point 

Peninsular Town 

Team Inc. 

Supportive of 
proposed 
solution 
between 
Council and 
Billbergia for 
the temporary 
provision of 
play 
equipment in 
Town Square 
at Wentworth 
Point. 

Budget and 
refined concept 
design to be 
confirmed by 
Billbergia. 

Infrastructure Grants 
and Major Projects / 
Place Manager 
Coordinator / Project 
Officer 

15/11/2023 Wentworth Point 

Public School 

Parents & 

Citizens 

Association;  

Community 
have been 
asking 
Council since 
March 2023 
for a 

Investigate the 
history of 
Council’s 
engagement 
and community 

Infrastructure Grants 
and Major Projects / 
Project Officer 
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Wentworth Point 

Neighbourhood 

Association Inc;  

Wentworth Point 

Peninsular Town 

Team Inc. 

community 
playground 
and outdoor 
space. 

feedback, to 
seek a solution. 

10/11/2023 Wentworth Point 
Neighbourhood 
Association Inc;  
 
Wentworth Point 
Public School 
Parents & 
Citizens 
Association;  
 
Wentworth Point 
Peninsular Town 
Team Inc.  
 

Presented a 
letter to Ward 
Councillors 
for the 
community’s 
need and 
strong 
support of 
construction 
for play 
equipment 
and open 
spaces for 
local children.  

Feedback was 
allocated to 
Project officer 
for investigation 
and a solution 
for the 
community. 

Place Services 

 
Councillor Consultation 
 
16. The following Councillor consultation has been undertaken in relation to this 

matter: 
 
Date Councillor Councillor 

Comment 
Council Officer 
Response 

Responsibility 

6 March 
2024 

Rosehill 
Ward 
Councillors 

Councillors are in 
support of this 
project and have 
agreed to $200,000 
of BNP funding 
from FY23/24 
budget. 

Legal mechanism and 
legal advice sought to 
deliver this project for 
the community. 

Infrastructure 
Grants and 
Major Projects 

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
17. Legal advice has been provided and Section 356 of the Local Government Act 

allows the Council, in accordance with a resolution of the Council and an 
established program (BNP) to contribute money or provide financial assistance 
to persons for the purpose of exercising its functions. 
 

18. A legal agreement will be drafted by external panel firm Pikes & Verekers 
Lawyers should Council endorse this recommendation. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
19. The proposed $200,000 contribution can be drawn from the budget allocation for 

the Better Neighbourhoods Program (BNP) FY23/24.  Site management, 
security, cleansing, liability, community events and maintenance will be managed 
by Billbergia at its own costs with no further financial impact to Council. 
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Mel Ah Chong 
Project Officer 
 
Beth Andean 
Place Manager - Coordinator 
 
James Smallson 
Group Manager Infrastructure Grants and Major Projects 
 
George Bounassif 
Executive Director City Assets and Operations 
 
John Angilley 
Executive Director Finance & Information 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Concept Design Plan (separately enclosed)   

  
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 

 

OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_files/OC_11062024_AGN_956_AT_Attachment_12225_1.PDF
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NUMBER 14.1 

SUBJECT Update on James Hardie Sites 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09471342 

FROM Councillor Kellie Darley 
 

MOTION 

(a) That Council provide an update on the remediation program for James Hardie 
legacy sites, including work done to date, projected schedule of work 
remaining and cost of the remediation program. 
 

(b) That the Lord Mayor and CEO advocate to the NSW Premier, State Member 
for Parramatta and relevant Ministers for the NSW Government to cover the 
expense of remediating James Hardie legacy sites in the City of Parramatta 
as recommended by the NSW Ombudsman report “Asbestos - How NSW 
government agencies deal with the problem - A Special Report to Parliament” 
(April 2017). 

 
(c) That the Lord Mayor and the CEO meet with James Hardie CEO to discuss 

the ongoing impact of asbestos contamination across the City of Parramatta 
and request their assistance with the remediation of the James Hardie legacy 
sites. 

 
(d) Further, that following this advocacy, the CEO provide a report to Council by 

the end of 2024 on funding sources for the remediation of all known James 
Hardie legacy sites in the Parramatta LGA. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

1. Between the 1950s and 1970s, James Hardie provided asbestos waste as fill 
to various sites around western Sydney, mostly in the Parramatta LGA.  

 
2. Twenty years after asbestos was banned in Australia the impact continues, 

with sadly over 4,000 people dying each year from asbestos related diseases 
and 1 in 3 homes in Australia still containing asbestos as well as a number of 
our local parks. 

 
3. The late Bernie Banton, a well-known Australian social justice campaigner 

and public face for asbestos disease victims, was born in Parramatta in 1946 
and worked at James Hardie in Camellia during the 1960s and 1970s. In 
2006, Bernie was awarded the key to our City and the Marsden Street bridge 
was named in his honour. Sadly a year later, Bernie passed away from 
asbestosis and asbestos-related pleural disease. He is remembered for his 
invaluable contribution to the establishment of the James Hardie 
compensation fund that benefits thousands of asbestos victims and their 
families and is estimated to be worth in excess of $4.5 billion over 40 years.  

 
4. In 2009 and 2010, the then Department of Environment, Climate Change and 

Water (DECCW) released a report identifying approximately 27 sites within 
the Parramatta area as locations where asbestos waste, produced by James 
Hardie Industries, may have been disposed. The report largely suggested 
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that the material present at these sites was remnant fibro sheeting, and that 
the material would remain low-risk if undisturbed. But in 2016, Council 
commissioned its own testing at one of the sites identified in the DECCW 
report and found significant quantities of friable asbestos at shallow depths 
and this altered the understanding of the risk associated with these sites. As 
a result of Council’s test findings, the NSW Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) initiated a reassessment of the original report. The NSW 
Government has since funded testing of residential sites suspected to be 
affected by asbestos. In 2017, varying quantities and forms of asbestos were 
found within the soil at test locations, triggering additional testing and a risk-
based prioritised works program. 

 
5. In 2022, the NSW EPA released the “James Hardie Industries Legacy 

Asbestos Fill Sites in NSW Assessment Update” following further testing, 
which assessed 50 legacy sites, located mostly within the Parramatta LGA. 

 
6. In May 2023, Council estimated that $36.6m was required to remediate 

James Hardie legacy sites across our City. This is on top of about $10m 
already spent to remediate asbestos contamination due to James Hardie. 

 
7. Currently our community are having to pay to remediate the James Hardie 

asbestos polluting our LGA, with Council budgeting about $1m on an annual 
ongoing basis and no financial assistance provided by the NSW Government 
nor James Hardie. This is despite the NSW Ombudsman recommending in 
2017 that where James Hardie asbestos waste contamination is identified, 
those sites should be remediated at NSW Government expense and the NSW 
Government responding at the time that the “NSW Government supports the 
Ombudsman’s Report in principle and is considering how best to progress 
the recommendations” - following the NSW Government passing legislation 
back in 2005 which effectively cleared James Hardie of any responsibility to 
pay for clean-up costs and compensation to landowners, despite decades of 
dumping known toxic materials. 

 
8. The James Hardie legacy sites do not pose a health risk currently, as 

asbestos buried in soil is low risk if it is covered and not disturbed. However, 
if uncovered or disturbed, asbestos fibres can become airborne and breathed 
in or ingested, which can cause health risks. Exposure to asbestos fibres can 
cause serious health conditions like asbestosis, lung cancer and 
mesothelioma. This is why Council has management plans in place and is 
remediating the James Hardie legacy sites. 

 
9. The Parramatta Eels recently announced that James Hardie would return as 

a major sponsor of the NRL club in 2025, following their previous association 
with James Hardie as major sponsor from 1981 to 1995. It is understood that 
the James Hardie logo will now appear on the Parramatta Eels NRLW jersey 
along with City of Parramatta logo. 

 
STAFF RESPONSE 
 
A staff response will be provided in the Supplementary Agenda. 
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Kellie Darley 
Councillor 
 
George Bounassif 
Executive Director City Assets and Operations 
 
Robert Cologna 
Group Manager, Strategic Land Use Planning 
 
Roxanne Thornton 
Group Manager Office of the Lord Mayor and CEO 
 
Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

ITEM NUMBER 15.1 

SUBJECT Annual Fire Safety Statements and Fire Safety in City of 
Parramatta 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09449752 

FROM Councillor Georgina Valjak         
 

QUESTION WITH NOTICE 

The NSW Government requires body corporates to provide an Annual Fire Safety 
Statement that confirms that each essential fire safety measure installed in the building 
has been assessed and found to be performing to the standard requirement. 
 
Specifically, can Officers advise: 
 

1. When did the State Government legislation commence? 

2. What level of involvement does Council have in enforcing the fire safety 
requirements? 

3. What resources does Council need to provide to comply with NSW government 
requirements? 

4. What fines can be imposed for non compliance? 

5. What education has been provided to residents and whose responsibility is it to 
provide education – Local or State government? 

6. How many Fire Safety Officers does Council currently employ? 

7. What is the cost to Council to implement this legislation (including staff, 
education, Court and other costs? 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Council is the statutory record keeper for Annual Fire Safety Statements (AFSS). 
 
2. Council has the responsibility to ensure accurate AFSS records are accurate and 

buildings have the appropriate fire safety measures checked and implemented. 
 
STAFF RESPONSE 
 
A staff response will be provided in a Supplementary Agenda. 
 
 
 
Georgina Valjak 
Councillor Georgina Valjak 
 
George Bounassif 
Executive Director City Assets and Operations 
 
Roxanne Thornton 
Group Manager Office of the Lord Mayor and CEO 
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Gail Connolly 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

ITEM NUMBER 15.2 

SUBJECT NSW CIVIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL - 
COUNCILLOR LEGAL ACTION 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09478150 

REPORT OF Councillor Georgina Valjak         
 
   

CSP THEME: Accessibile 
 
 
 

QUESTION WITH NOTICE 
 

1. In regard to the matter listed in the April 2024 Legal Report: 
 
NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
 
Councillor Kellie Darley v City of Parramatta 
 
Application under the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
 

can you please advise the specific matter that this legal action brought by 
Councillor Darley against the Council relates to? 

 
2. The matter is listed for hearing before the Tribunal on 31 July 2024, Can you 

please advise the costs to date (and estimated future costs) to Council in 
defending this legal action? 

 
3. What information has been withheld (that requires a GIPA application) that has 

not already been provided to Councillors? 
 

4. Are any other parties involved in this legal action? 
 
 
 
STAFF RESPONSE 
 
A staff response will be provided in the Supplementary Agenda. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

ITEM NUMBER 15.3 

SUBJECT Questions Taken on Notice at the 27 May 2024 Council 
Meeting 

REFERENCE F2024/00282 - D09472812 

REPORT OF Council Secretariat & Policy Officer         
 
 

CSP THEME: Accessible 
 
WORKSHOP/BRIEFING DATE:  Nil 
 
 

QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 
Councillor Pandey asked a question in relation to Item 8.3 Parramatta Light Rail 
daylight testing 
 

• Could staff provide an update in a few weeks’ time on how the businesses 
near the light rail are feeling in relation to the light rail?  

 

A staff response will be provided in a Supplementary Agenda. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Councillor Darley asked a question in relation to Item 8.3 Parramatta Light Rail 
daylight testing; 

• Could staff provide an update on the improvements made to the 
difficulties faced by people with poor and low vision with guide dogs when 
using the light rail? 

 

A staff response will be provided in a Supplementary Agenda. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Councillor Darley asked a question in relation to Item 12.3 Library Opening Times - 
Customer Feedback; 

• Do we know the qualitative reasons why people were dissatisfied with the 
Library Hours? 

 

     A staff response will be provided in a Supplementary Agenda. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Councillors Darley and Garrard asked questions in Closed Session in relation to 
Item 16.1 Stage 2 Parramatta Light Rail Enabling Works - Archer Park Memorandum 
Of Understanding  
 

Questions and staff responses will be provided in a Supplementary Agenda as a 
Confidential Attachment to this report. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 
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