
Motion Form 

Council Name City of Parramatta Council 
Motion 
Category 
(highlight one) 

• Economic 
• Infrastructure 
• Planning 
• Environment 
• Social & Community 
• Governance 
• Accountability 

Motion Title  
 

Motion Wording: 

 

 

 

Motion Background (maximum 1 or 2 paragraphs): 

 

 

  



Criteria for Motions 

The LGNSW Board seeks to ensure that the motions debate advances the sector wide policy agenda. 

LGNSW has a policy framework consisting of Policy Principles and Position Statements. Members 

should consider how proposed motions adhere to the policy principles or provide strong justification 

for a proposed motion which seeks to change LGNSW policy.  

The Board has resolved that motions will be included in the Business Paper for the Conference only 

where they: 

1. Be consistent with the objects of the LGNSW Rules (Rule 4)  

2. Demonstrate that the issue concerns or is likely to concern a substantial number of local 

governments in NSW  

3. Seek to establish or change a policy position of LGNSW and/or improve governance of the 

association (noting that the LGNSW Board is responsible for any decisions around 

resourcing and campaigns or operational activities, and any necessary resource 

allocations will be subject to the LGNSW budgetary process)  

4. Be strategic  

5. Be concise, clearly worded and unambiguous  

6. Not be focussed on just a small specific part of NSW  

7. Not encourage violation of prevailing laws  

8. Not seek to advantage one or several members at the expense of other members.  

Motions of a similar objective:  

9. May be consolidated by LGNSW as a single item.  

Motions reflecting existing LGNSW policy:  

10. Remain part of LGNSW’s Policy Platform but will not be included for debate as they have 

already been considered by Conference.  

Please note the Board will not include motions in the Business Paper which do not advance the local 

government policy agenda. Therefore a motion will not be included if it is operational, rather than 

strategic; a matter which could be actioned by LGNSW without going to Conference; not local 

government business; focused on a local issue only, or if the motion is consistent with longstanding 

actions of LGNSW and the Local Government and Shire's Association. 

Each motion submission made via the online form should include: 

1. Name and contact details of submitting Officer 

2. Indicative category of the motion 

3. Motion title 

4. Motion wording 

5. Background note explaining the rationale of the motion (max 1 or 2 paragraphs) 

http://lgnsw.org.au/policy/policy-principles


6. Attach evidence of council support for the motion (i.e. extract of the minutes of the meeting 

at which the member resolved to submit the motion for consideration by the Conference, 

or in the absence of a council meeting, a letter signed by the Mayor and General 

Manager) 

How to write a motion – examples 

The format of motions, as much as possible, should call on a specific body (e.g. LGNSW, state 

government, federal government, a specific Department or Minister) and have a specific outcome that 

the motion is aiming to achieve. The wording of the motion should be unambiguous. Some examples 

of motions submitted by the LGNSW Board to Conference are: 

26 The Board – Minister for Rural and Regional NSW  

That LGNSW lobbies the NSW State Government to appoint a Minister for Rural and Regional NSW 

with suitable resources to undertake meaningful representative activities. 

57 Board – Natural Disaster Funding, Day Labour 

That LGNSW requests the Australian and NSW governments reinstate the claimable expense for the 

use of council staff during their normal working hours to attend to natural disaster relief and recovery 

funded works and reverse the present policy that effectively requires the mandatory use of contractors 

for recovery works. 

89 Board – Companion Animal Act matters  

That LGNSW advocates that the NSW Government takes the following steps to improve the 

management of companion animals: 

• establish an integrated on-line statewide registration process as an improved service to 

companion animal owners; 

• resolve difficulties with the Companion Animals Act 1998 definition of an “Authorised 

Officer”, by using the definition contained in the lmpounding Act 1993 as the definition in 

both Acts, allowing councils choice in the business model for its area; and 

• review the dismissal of charges under section 10 of the Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) 

Act 1999 in relation to offences under the Companion Animals Act 1998. 

 


