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Point Parramatta 2050 meeting two 
Panel Member feedback on draft post-exhibition version and Council officer response 

Issue Council Officer Response 
# Framing and general comments 
1 Different views about the “global city” frame: 

- Be more clear about what global cities and their characteristics, and explain how 
they are already embedded in this City. This will strengthen the ‘ask’ of the 
document. 

- Some confusion over Parramatta being a ‘global city’ in the context of being part of 
the metropolis. 

- Different views over whether to position Parramatta as having the foundations of a 
global city, or already being one and which is more effective as a frame. 

No changes are recommended. Amendments proposed to the 
opening pages of the document in response to public exhibition 
address this feedback. 

2 More emphasis could be given to Western Sydney Airport, as well as highlighting 
Parramatta’s position between the two airports and close proximity to WSI (e.g. 22 minutes). 

No changes recommended, WSI is highlighted in multiple 
places in the documents and its treatment is already 
recommended to be expanded in response to public exhibition. 

3 Make discussion of sustainability more specific – e.g. new energy systems, hydro energy. 
Also call out a collaboration project to do best-in-class work in specific sustainability areas.  

An amendment is proposed in The Model City District to reflect 
this feedback. 

4 Missed opportunity to more clearly discuss cultural diversity and position Parramatta as the 
energy-filled “beating heart”. 

No changes recommended. Amendments proposed to the 
opening pages of the document and The Epicentre of Creativity 
in response to public exhibition address this feedback. 

5 Expand discussion of airport-related jobs, noting that 80,000 jobs are estimated to be 
associated with WSI – e.g. make great jobs near where people live. 

An amendment is proposed to the Transport game-changer to 
strengthen this point. 

6 Suggestion to more clearly consider the social impact of the global city – i.e. becoming a 
global city changes the social fabric as well.  

No changes recommended. Equity and resilience are reflected 
in various parts of the document. The translation of the global 
city vision into socially-equitable outcomes locally should be a 
key issue for Council’s Community Strategic Plan and social 
planning strategic governance framework to address.  

# Gather 
7 A missing aspect of ‘Gather’ is about the cultural diversity of Parramatta outside of First 

Nations element that is already connecting and gathering here as well, and has implications 
for economic development. 

An amendment is proposed to strengthen this point as part of 
discussing the Strategic Direction “Gather” within the document. 

8 A suggestion to expand discussion of the first Aboriginal university in the document. 
Suggestion to elevate the WSU Nation Centre of Indigenous Excellence.   

No change recommended. The reference to an “Aboriginal 
University” is recommended to be removed in response to 
feedback received during engagement, and a reference to the 
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National Centre for Indigenous Excellence is recommended for 
insertion. 

9 A question was raised as to if Council had to prioritise between High Speed Rail and Metro, 
which would be the priority – e.g. sequencing of transport is important. 

No change recommended. Council does not need to prioritise 
between these two links; it has and should continue to advocate 
for both in order to position Parramatta at the centre of 
Sydney’s transport network. The document containing 
recommended amendments in response to public exhibition 
seeks to make both of these priorities clear. 

10 Suggestion to shift the “orange line” more toward Westmead – e.g. move hatching to 
illustrate the intersection of the fast rail and metro to the airport more clearly.  Illustrate that 
the fast rail would need to go to the airport as well, and focus on ‘connectivity’ rather than 
‘either/or’ proposition. 

Amendments are proposed to relevant figures to ensure that 
the potential for a fast rail stop at Western Sydney Airport is 
reflected. 

# Create 
11 In the jobs piece, a suggestion to highlight WSU, and talk about retention and attraction. 

Expansion of manufacturing around the airport is noted, and suggestion to focus on retaining 
current industries and companies. 

No change recommended. The jobs game changer already 
discusses supporting and growing the businesses and sectors 
that already call Parramatta home. Furthermore, this game 
changer does not nominate specific institutions or businesses, 
rather focusing on a high-level jobs target that all 
industries/sectors can rally around. 

12 Position advocacy for a national reconstruction fund opportunity which could support 
economic development in Parramatta and leveraging existing Australian companies in 
western Sydney.  

An amendment to Western Sydney’s Jobs Engine is 
recommended to reflect this feedback. 

13 Suggestion that focus on tech jobs could be strengthened and made more explicit; the need 
for industry clusters that engage whole supply chains was also discussed. 

No change recommended. Technology is already called out as 
a key sector in multiple locations within the amended post-
exhibition version. Further detailed strategic work will be 
developed that will address these matters in more detail. 

# Accelerate (districts) 
14 Note the high concentration of PhDs in Westmead/Parramatta. No change recommended. The role of innovation, education 

and research in Westmead is already discussed in the 
document; no further changes are required. 

15 Relocation of urban services as a critical issue for Camellia-Rosehill – a genuine 
understanding of cost required is needed, as well as potential conflict between urban 
services and housing. (e.g. liquid fuel pipelines, 24hr freight traffic implications) 

No change recommended. This document sets a high level 
vision for Camellia’s future and potential future governance 
structure. The infrastructure changes required to deliver this 
vision will be subject to further detailed analysis outside of the 
Parramatta 2050 vision process. 
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16 Need to acknowledge the scale and significance of plans for the Rydalmere campus and the 
connection between industries and university; suggestion to designate as an education 
precinct. 

No changes recommended. The opportunities for education 
precincts including at Rydalmere are already discussed as part 
of the Model City District. 

17 Suggestion to provide more detail on what a reimagined Silverwater Gaol would involve. No change recommended. This is a matter for the additional 
detailed planning outside of the Parramatta 2050 vision 
process. 

18 Suggestion to move the racecourse to SOP - “retain but move” strategy. No change recommended. It is not the role of this document to 
comment in specific detail on active planning matters in private 
land ownership. 

19 Suggestion to rename “future jobs” district to “future industries” district An amendment is recommended to this District title throughout 
the document to reflect both jobs and industries. 

20 Strengthen discussion around infrastructure required for a convention centre – hotels, 
restaurants, etc. including 5-star worldclass options.  

An amendment is recommended to strengthen this point in The 
home of festivals, sports and entertainment to reflect this 
feedback. 

21 Suggestion to focus on placemaking to promote visitor retention and Parramatta’s ability to 
leverage its ‘bustling energy’. 

No change recommended. The Visitor Economy Strategy, 24 
Hour Economy Strategy and other more specific Council 
strategies will address placemaking in more detail. 

22 Suggestion to add nuance to the convention/conference facilities discussion – i.e. there is a 
need for smaller ones as well as larger ones. 

An amendment is recommended to strengthen this point in The 
home of festivals, sports and entertainment to reflect this 
feedback. 

23 Issues were raised regarding the ability of hospitals to keep up with the needs of growing 
communities; this infrastructure must be delivered in a timely manner and to appropriate 
size/scale. 

An amendment is recommended to strengthen this point in the 
Nation-leading governance enabler to reflect this feedback. 

# Enablers 
24 A suggestion that the Parramatta International enabler seems to clarify the ‘audience’ of the 

document – i.e. global investment. Should this be elevated in the document? 
No change recommended. There are multiple audiences of this 
document. 

25 Talk about a Special Economic Zone or other alternative title and frame rather than “City 
Deal” – there was a perception that City Deals are no longer supported and a method like 
SEZ could be more impactful. Issues like housing, taxation, visa requirements could be 
examined; link to fast rail.  

An amendment is recommended to the Nation-leading 
governance enabler to reflect this feedback. 

26 Suggestion to cover housing in more detail – e.g. models like Singapore, building housing on 
public land. Could we pilot this in our districts? 

No change recommended. Themes of social sustainability and 
liveability appear throughout the document. Various 
components of council’s strategic governance framework 
including its Affordable Housing Action Plan address housing in 
more detail. 

 


