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Table 1: Summary of community submissions and Council officer response 

Community submissions 

Submission   Key points Council response 

Community 
submission #1 
 
 

Felt that “Parramatta is dead at the moment… compared to popular 
cities in the world”. Called for more night life in Parramatta to attract 
more tourists, support small business, increase visitation as well as to 
make Parramatta feel alive.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
Issue addressed in ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ Game Changer.  

Called for a multi-story entertainment complex in Parramatta, with a 
few night clubs.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. This level of detail can 
be considered in future prospectuses and/or Council’s other strategic documents and 
action plans. 

Policies and regulation are outdated and do not support night life in 
the Parramatta CBD.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
Issue addressed in the ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ Game Changer.  

Powerhouse Museum alone is not enough to attract international 
visitors to Parramatta and encourage them to stay.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
Issue addressed in the ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ Game Changer.  

Community 
submission #2 

Supported draft Parramatta 2050. Comment noted, no change proposed.  
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Wanted to see a central focus on the eastern entry of the Parramatta 
River. Emphasised the importance of Wentworth Point Peninsula for 
its natural, historical and cultural significance, including for First 
Nations Peoples.  

The importance of nature and green space in ‘Global Parramatta’, including in Sydney 
Olympic Park are addressed in the ‘An unrivalled river city’ Game Changer. 

Felt that Wentworth Point Peninsula has the potential to be 
Parramatta’s version of Barangaroo Reserve. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
The importance of nature and green space in ‘Global Parramatta’, including in Sydney 
Olympic Park are addressed in the ‘An unrivalled river city’ Game Changer. 

Consider including a natural playground on the Wentworth Point 
Peninsula to honour First Nations heritage and create a legacy for all 
residents.  
 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. This level of detail can 
be considered in future prospectuses and/or Council’s other strategic documents and 
action plans. 

Community 
submission #3 

Did not support draft Parramatta 2050 as the document reads as a 
promotional brochure without clear figures and research presented. 
The participant believes that that it is not feasible given the following 
challenges: 

• Increased population growth 
• Instability of power supply. 
• Increasing need for power with development. 
• Cancellation of PERL and infeasibility of a new train line from 

Parramatta to Epping due to approved development.  
• Risks of the new Western Sydney Airport failing as its oil 

supplies mean that increased plane travel is not viable. 
• Rising sea level and it’s impacts on the River and Camellia-

Rosehill 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. This level of detail can 
be considered in future prospectuses and/or Council’s other strategic documents and 
action plans. 

Provided a range of links to newspaper articles, websites, images and 
other data sources that relate to the challenges above. 

Comments noted, no change proposed.  
 

Community 
submission #4 

Noted that one strategy for managing hot weather is to visit local malls 
to take advantage of air conditioning during hear waves.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 

Emphasised excessive heat in the food court on Level 5 of Westfield, 
especially with regard to heat of digital screens. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Out of scope. Westfield Parramatta is not owned or managed by City of Parramatta.   

Expressed concern about the potential hacking of computer systems.  
 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
Out of scope. Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. 
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Requested that Council consider including heat stress measures into 
existing retailer checks, such as food hygiene assessments. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
Council officers will share this feedback with relevant Council area.  

Community 
submission #5 
 

Called for faster action on climate change, including stronger action to 
improve air quality and reduce fossil fuel. 

 

Comment noted. Environmental sustainability is critical to the success of all global cities. 
Sustainability broadly is addressed in the ‘An unrivalled river city’ Game Changer. 
 
Detailed actions to address climate change are out of scope of draft Parramatta 2050 and 
are addressed in Council’s other strategic documents and action plans, including the draft 
Parramatta Environmental Sustainability Strategy. 
 
Council officers have reframed the Game Change ‘An unrivalled river city’ to include a key 
move relating to climate action, resilience, and regeneration.  

Provided a range of links to newspaper articles, websites, YouTube 
videos, images and other data sources that relate to the challenges 
facing the environment and climate.   

Comments noted, no change proposed.  
 

Community 
submission #6 

Called for a fountain with heritage features in Parramatta Square. Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. This level of detail can 
be considered in future prospectuses and/or Council’s other strategic documents and 
action plans. 

Community 
submission #7 

Called for draft Parramatta 2050 to include better public transport from 
Telopea to Sydney Central Station.  
 
Noted that in the past there was a direct rail line from Telopea to 
Sydney Central Station.  

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 reflects Council’s core advocacy position for priority transport 
connections and is informed by Transport for NSW’s Future Transport Strategy. Additional 
transport connections will be further considered through Council’s undertaking of an 
Integrated Transport Strategy. 

Community 
submission #8 

Strong support for the Game Changers ‘A world leader in First 
Nations Partnerships’ and ‘Connections to the world’. 

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
 

Protecting existing suburban areas from redevelopment, including 
ugly buildings and excessive traffic.  
 
Some existing precincts need to be protected and enhanced, not 
ignored and forgotten. 
 

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 introduces ‘Global Parramatta’, which includes five Districts 
spanning from Westmead to Sydney Olympic Park, where the key global opportunities for 
our City will be concentrated. While the ‘Global Parramatta’ area does not include 
suburban areas of the Parramatta LGA, the benefits of this global city vision will be felt 
throughout our neighbourhoods, Greater Sydney, and beyond.  
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Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. The character of 
suburban areas is addressed in Council’s other strategic documents and action plans, 
including the Local Strategic Planning Statement.  

Provision of aged care has been forgotten.  Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position Parramatta 
as a global city. The provision of aged care is critical to every city, but will not set 
Parramatta apart, which is the intention of this document. 

The introduction page does not mention Parramatta’s natural assets 
and heritage items.  

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have updated the introduction section of draft Parramatta 2050, to include 
recognition of Parramatta’s natural assets and heritage items.  

Would like to see North Parramatta become a heritage district, as all 
great cities have heritage districts that people visit.  

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to become 
‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced to this Game 
Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 

Impractical to have alternative campuses for a number of competing 
universities as multiple campuses reduce the efficiencies of 
universities and poste travel challenges for lecturing staff. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 

Discussion about expanding the narrative of the Parramatta River in 
draft Parramatta 2050 to include feeder creeks. Also acknowledged 
the importance of cleaning up waterways and a focus on rubbish 
reduction, bank stabilisation and bush regeneration.  

Recommendation partially supported.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ and associated 
diagrams to refer to specific parks and reserves to elevate the importance of these.  
 
Council officers have also updated diagrams relating to the Parramatta River to include 
creeks and tributaries.  
 
As a high-level visioning document, draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss specific 
actions on cleaning waterways, and these are contained in Council’s Draft Environmental 
Sustainability Strategy 2023-32, and Sydney’s New Central River Parklands vision 2024. 

Consideration of traffic management and active transport e.g. 
underground walkways to Silverwater. 
 

Recommendation partially supported.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ to include a key 
move of “active transport worthy of a global city”.  
 
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss specific 
actions on transport management, and these are contained in Council’s other strategic 
documents and action plans.  
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Strong support for the vision for Camellia and Rosehill to be 
developed consistent with the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
and to be a leader in circular economy, green jobs and green 
infrastructure. Noted the importance of providing amenity, supporting 
infrastructure and appropriate housing in Camellia. Would like to see 
this vision extended to all areas of the City of Parramatta.  
 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Already addressed in ‘The Model City District’ in draft Paramatta 2050.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 introduces ‘Global Parramatta’, which includes five Districts 
spanning from Westmead to Sydney Olympic Park, where the key global opportunities for 
our City will be concentrated. While the ‘Global Parramatta’ area does not include 
suburban areas of the Parramatta LGA, the benefits of this global city vision will be felt 
throughout our neighbourhoods, Greater Sydney and beyond.  

Support for developing the night time economy through live music and 
art. Noted that policies and infrastructure are needed to protect 
residents from noise and associated impacts.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Already addressed in the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ in draft 
Parramatta 2050.   

Affordable housing across the LGA, not just for students.  Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Graduate student housing is already addressed in the Game Changer ‘Asia Pacific’s 
centre for research and education’ in draft Parramatta 2050.   
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss specific 
actions on housing affordability. Detailed actions on affordable housing in Parramatta are 
contained within the Social Sustainability Strategy 2023-33 and the Affordable Housing 
Action Plan. 

Inclusion of digital installations, such as TeamLabs in Japan.  
 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. This level of detail can 
be considered in future prospectuses and/or Council’s other strategic documents and 
action plans. 

Providing affordable spaces for community groups. 
 

Recommendation partially supported.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ to 
include a sentence about the impacts of this initiative for local community by 2050, 
highlighting the importance of access to affordable practice and performance spaces.  
 
Detailed actions on subsidised space and community halls and hubs in Parramatta are 
contained within Council’s Community Infrastructure Strategy.  

Partnerships with a variety of sports, in an open and transparent 
matter.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Already addressed in the Game Changer ‘Home of sports, festivals & entertainment’ in 
draft Parramatta 2050.   
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Strong support for Parramatta to be a hub of public transport 
connections. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  

Noted that a stronger case needs to be made for the proposed City of 
Parramatta Act and Western Sydney Council of Mayors, and how 
these can contribute to the vision. 
 

Recommendation partially supported.  
 
Council officers have updated these elements to more clearly demonstrate the benefits of 
these initiatives.  

Community 
submission #9 

Supportive of Parramatta 2050 and congratulated Council for seeking 
a bright future for Parramatta.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 

Emphasised importance of making Parramatta a world class, exciting 
‘smart city’. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 

Recommended additional design and development features relating 
to: 
• Smart cities. 
• Walkability and amenity. 
• Preserving green space and promoting heritage. 
• Developing cultural experiences. 
• Creating an “innovation centre” or “knowledge arc” in Parramatta 

to support startups. 
• Transport connectivity to a number of key areas. 

 

Recommendation partially supported.  
 
Council officers have updated / reframed: 

• the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ to include a key move that addresses 
active transport, including walking and cycling – “active transport worthy of a 
global city”.  

• the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ to include more of a focus on green 
spaces.  

•  the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of Creativity’ to become ‘The epicentre of 
culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced to this Game Changer 
which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 

 
Council officers have also updated /included: 

• the introduction to include more of a focus on history and heritage. 
• the document to include more of a focus on innovation, including in the 

‘Accelerate’ strategic direction. Innovation is critical to a global city, and this is 
recognised throughout the draft document. Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, 
aspirational vision document. Opportunities raised for provision of low rent 
meeting and research spaces can be considered in future prospectuses and/or 
Council’s other strategic documents and action plans  

• a new District page for the Health and Innovation District which explores 
strengthening connections between Westmead and Sydney Olympic Park. 
 

Suggestions made regarding developing cultural experiences are captured in part in the 
Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’, including promoting night life.  
 
The Game Changer ‘Connections to the world” addresses suggestions raised about public 
transport, including connecting Carlingford to Epping via a rail line, extending the 
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Parramatta Light Rail to Macquarie Park and fast tracking the Metro connection to the new 
Western Sydney International Airport.  
 
Some specific recommendations provided in this submission are out of scope for this 
document and can be considered in future prospectuses and/or Council’s other strategic 
documents and action plans. Council officers will also share this feedback with relevant 
Council areas. 

Supportive of the ‘Global Parramatta’ Districts and would like to see 
innovation spread across each of the Districts, and not just 
Silverwater in isolation.  

Recommendation supported. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 introduces ‘Global Parramatta’, which includes five Districts 
spanning from Westmead to Sydney Olympic Park, where the key global opportunities for 
our City will be concentrated. 
 
Council officers agree that innovation is not just limited to the ‘Future jobs’ District in 
Silverwater. Council officers have updated the ‘Global Parramatta’ copy to include a 
statement about the names of the Districts amplifying their key strengths and highlighting 
their point of difference, but they are not mutually exclusive. Opportunities for innovation 
will be seized across all five Districts.  

There is no specific mention of Parramatta Park, or of the 
opportunities to turn this into a world class asset. 
 
Provided suggestions to strengthen Parramatta Park’s offering.  

Recommendation partially supported. 
 
Council officers have included reference to Parramatta Park in the introduction section of 
draft Parramatta 2050.  
 
Council officers have strengthened the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ to include 
stronger mention of Parramatta Park and updated Figure 4 – Central River Parklands to 
reflect this.  

Community 
submissions 
#10 & #11 

These community submissions reshared the Winston Hills and 
Toongabbie Bushcare + Friends of Toongabbie Creek Landcare 
Network submission. 

See Organisational Submission No 10 in Table 2 below. 
 
 

Community 
submission 
#12 

Commended Council for undertaking this significant body of strategic 
planning work for the urban core and wider LGA. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
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Identified opportunities for City of Parramatta to better leverage the 
established and highly recognised national/global brand of the Sydney 
Olympic Park (SOP), beyond sporting and major events with a 
stronger focus on sustainable development and growing the legacy of 
the world’s first ‘Green Games’ and elevating SOP’s current ranking 
by the Green Building Council of Australia.  
 
Felt that the title of the ‘Celebration’ District is limiting as it does not 
acknowledge that SOP is already home to 50,000 people with a 
further 50,000 people by 2050. 
Suggested renaming this District to be ‘Celebration and Sustainability 
Showcase’ District.  

Recommendation partially supported. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 introduces ‘Global Parramatta’, which includes five Districts 
spanning from Westmead to Sydney Olympic Park, where the key global opportunities for 
our City will be concentrated. 
 
Council officers note that ‘celebration’ is only one component of Sydney Olympic Park’s 
story and offering. 
Council officers have updated the ‘Global Parramatta’ copy to include a statement about 
the names of the Districts amplifying their key strengths and highlighting their point of 
difference, but they are not mutually exclusive. A focus on sustainability is critical to all 
global cities and will be felt across all five Districts.  
 
Council officers have also included a new page to better capture the ‘Celebration’ District’s 
contribution to ‘Global Parramatta’. This includes copy that recognises the legacy of the 
2000 Olympic Games and the world’s first ‘Green Games’.  

Community 
submission 
#13 

Advocate for sustainable development of the City, especially 
residential development.  
 
Recommended ensuring that housing is built for people, not for profit 
and highlighted Nightingale Housing as an example 
 
Called for Council to address the ‘missing middle’ of medium-density 
housing development. 

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
 
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss specific 
actions on housing supply and affordability. Council's strategic governance framework has 
a number of components that focus on housing and affordability. These include the Local 
Strategic Planning Statement, the Social Sustainability Strategy 2023-33, and the 
Affordable Housing Policy and Action Plan. Council continues to respond to housing and 
housing affordability issues through these documents. 

Recommended ensuring that infrastructure delivery is able to meet 
the population growth and where it isn’t able to, preventing more 
development in that area until infrastructure is able to catch up.  

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. Council has a range of 
plans and programs currently underway that address these issues including the 
Community Infrastructure Strategy. 

Community 
submission 
#14 

Provided a short manifesto about how to make Parramatta great. Key 
challenges raised included that Parramatta lacks: 

• People to support its cause. 
• Reason to visit. 
• Ease of travel to there. 

 
This manifesto also noted that Parramatta has hope and that by 
setting the right path, Parramatta can triumph over Sydney as the 
principle city in the Cumberland County. 
 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
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“…Sydney shall be relegated as ‘that historical tourist town’ and 
Parramatta as ‘the real entertainment district’”. 

Community 
submission 
#15 

 

Provided recommendations related to transport opportunities for City 
of Parramatta.  
 
Suggested more wayfinding signage and amendments to existing 
cycling routes to make Parramatta a more enjoyable place to ride. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. Council has a range of 
plans and programs currently underway that address these issues, including the draft 
Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2023-32, Parramatta Bike Plan 2024, and Sydney’s 
New Central River Parklands vision 2024. Work is also progressing towards the delivery of 
a new Integrated Heritage Strategy, as well as a new Destination Management Plan. 

Suggested transit improvements to increase connectivity, including: 
• Rail line between Carlingford-Epping, including a stop 

beneath Carlingford Court.  
• Extension of Parramatta Light Rail 2 from its current terminus 

at Carter Street onwards towards Lidcombe Station.  
• Additional Metro stations at Silverwater and 

Rosehill/Camellia.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 already advocates for a number of public transport improvements, 
including a rail line between Carlingford and Epping, inclusion of additional metro stations 
at Silverwater and Camellia-Rosehill. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 reflects Council’s core advocacy position for priority transport 
connections and is informed by Transport for NSW’s Future Transport Strategy. Additional 
transport connections will be further considered through Council’s undertaking of an 
Integrated Transport Strategy. 

Suggested extending the heavy rail from Leppington to the Airport, 
not the Aerotropolis. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 already advocates to fast track the metro connection between 
Parramatta and the new Western Sydney International Airport.  

Suggested that there is potential for a High Speed Rail link from 
Newcastle to pass through the City of Parramatta LGA. Proposed the 
vicinity of Rosehill/Camellia as a suitable location for Council to be 
setting aside land. 

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have added additional detail in draft Paramatta 2050 that advocates for 
High Speed Rail to pass through the City of Parramatta LGA. This builds on the inclusion 
of High Speed Rail in the draft Game Changer ‘Seamlessly connected to the world’.  

Community 
submission 
#16 

Supportive of the draft Parramatta 2050, particularly the focus on 
creating a sustainable, inclusive and innovative city for the future. 
Noted strong support for the consideration of jobs and for Parramatta 
to become a premier tourism destination.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
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Table 2: Summary of external submissions and Council officer response 

Organisation submissions 

Submission   Key points Council response 

Organisation 
submission #1 
 
K Capital Group 

Congratulated City of Parramatta Council and the State Government for 
their commitment to date to the major infrastructure additions to 
Parramatta. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 

Highlighted the damage arising from the 1.5ha Metro construction site 
dividing the two key commercial areas of the Parramatta CBD – 
Parramatta Square and the Church Street restaurant precinct and forcing 
the Roxy to remain vacant.  
 
Emphasised that the Metro construction site disrupts connectivity around 
the CBD and that the Civic Link’s vision to connect Parramatta Square 
with the River continues “as a vision but not a reality”.  
 
Acknowledged that the Civic Link is critical to improving connectivity in 
the Parramatta CBD and advocates for the opening of the link in full by 
2026.   

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city.  
 
While the ‘Civic Link’ will contribute to the overall experience and amenity within 
the Headquarters District, it is out of scope of draft Parramatta 2050 as 
planning is already underway. Council is working in partnership with the NSW 
Government to transform the heart of Parramatta with the ‘Civic Link’. Council’s 
vision for the ‘Civic Link’ has been established and further developed through 
strategic studies and statutory planning, including the 2017 Civic Link 
Framework Plan, 2017 Parramatta CBD Public Domain Plan, and 2021 
Parramatta City Development Control Plan.  

Acknowledged that Parramatta CBD is currently an unsuccessful CBD, 
particularly at the night time, given the lack of night-life vibrancy after 
6pm. Noted that there is an urgent need for extra night time leisure 
activities to commence so that the large population base surrounding 
Parramatta will visit Parramatta CBD during the evening.  

Draft Parramatta 2050 acknowledges the important role of night life in a global 
city. The Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ calls for enabling 
policies and planning to support 24-hour precincts. 
 
Council officers have also included a new page for the Headquarters District 
which includes a key move relating to ‘A 24-hour cultural and creative 
economy’, including the reopening of the Roxy into a live music venue to 
solidify Parramatta’s position as a major cultural destination and place for 
creative economy to thrive.  

Noted the opportunity to create a vibrant grassed public space on the 
Metro land immediately to the West of the Roxy. This also has the 
opportunity to be a key feature of the Civic Link.  
 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. This level of detail can be considered in future 
prospectuses.  
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Organisation 
submission #2 
 
Nautanki Theatre 

Noted the lack of intimate cultural infrastructure in Parramatta. 
 

Recommendations supported.   
 
Draft Parramatta 2050’s Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ 
acknowledges the need for additional cultural infrastructure in Parramatta, 
including creation and rehearsal spaces. 
 
Council officers have included an additional statement in the Game Changer 
‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ which acknowledges that by 2050 local 
creatives and performers will have access to affordable practice and 
performance spaces and creative educational offerings. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. Council has 
a range of plans and programs currently underway that address these issues, 
including the Community Infrastructure Strategy and the forthcoming draft 
Creative Parramatta Strategy.  

Called for a 120 pax practice and performance space for visual artists, 
that is affordable and appropriate for use by community organisations. 
 
Also called for a range of supporting infrastructure such as rehearsal 
spaces, meting spaces, storage spaces, culture-centric spaces, technical 
facilities etc.  

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. Council has 
a range of plans and programs currently underway that address these issues, 
including the Community Infrastructure Strategy and the forthcoming draft 
Creative Parramatta Strategy.  

Organisation 
submission #3 
 
Sydney 
Conservatorium of 
Music  

Strong support for draft Parramatta 2050. Noted particular support for 
these aspects of the strategy 

• the importance for First Nations knowledge and creative work.  
Recognised the strength of diverse communities for cultural 
understanding and the importance of quality education. 

•  the six Game Changers, including the First Nations, jobs, 
education, festivals, sporting and creative elements of draft 
Parramatta 2050. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  

Noted the synergies between draft Parramatta 2050 and the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music in Parramatta. 
 
Emphasised that it is the Sydney Conservatorium of Music’s desire to be 
located in the Parramatta area. Noted that their curriculum will fit the 
aspirations of Parramatta to support First Nations creatives, enable jobs 
growth, support cultural engagement and provide a demonstrated quality 
of learning.  

Comment noted, no change proposed. 

Organisation 
submission #4 

Support for draft Parramatta 2050 and commended Council’s vision with 
regard to transport facilitating broader community outcomes. 

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
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ALTRAC 

Noted that there may be an opportunity to further emphasise in the 
document that the “unprecedented investment in transport infrastructure” 
is not only “set to transform Parramatta’s accessibility” but also provides a 
solid foundation for other objections set out in the document to be 
achieved.  

Recommendations supported. 
 
Council officers have strengthened the positioning of the Game Changer 
‘Connections to the world” to reflect that Parramatta’s global stature and the 
sustainability of our region hinges on establishing our City as the gateway to 
Australia.  
 
The value of transport and its contribution to jobs growth has been further 
emphasised in the addition of the ‘Headquarters District’ page and the key 
move ‘Metro connection to the new international airport’. 

Consider ALTRAC’s proposal for Parramatta Road Light Rail connecting 
Parramatta to the Eastern City via light rail. 

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
  
Draft Parramatta 2050 reflects Council’s core advocacy position for priority 
transport connections and is informed by Transport for NSW’s Future Transport 
Strategy. Additional transport connections will be further considered through 
Council’s undertaking of an Integrated Transport Strategy. 

Organisation 
submission #5 
 
Greater Sydney 
Parklands  

Congratulated Council for preparing a draft long-term strategic vision for 
the City and supported the following ambitions of draft Parramatta 2050: 

• A world leader in First Nations Partnerships. 
• The epicentre of Creativity. 
• The home of festivals, sports and entertainment. 
• An unrivalled river city. 

and called for additional work to be done to align with Central River 
Parkland Visioning. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  

Greater Sydney Parklands is interested in inclusive approaches to 
engaging with First Nations People, understanding plans for the 24-hour 
city, exploring further partnership opportunities associated with 
environmental initiatives, nature education and sporting programs, 
heritage, arts, and culture (including events and festivals) at Parramatta 
Park, and working with City of Parramatta to realise the Central River 
Parkland ambition. 

Comment noted. 
 
Council officers have strengthened the copy in the enabler ‘Nation leading 
governance’ to include two new key moves regarding regional planning and 
governance and collaboration and partnerships.  

Did not support the following: 
• Responsibilities for Parramatta Park being assigned to City of 

Parramatta under the proposed City of Parramatta Act.  

Council notes the Greater Sydney Parklands objection to transferring certain 
responsibilities of Parramatta Park to Council.  
 
Council officers have revised the text in the enable ‘Nation leading governance’ 
to instead read “the proposed Act must improve governance and streamline 
decision-making across the City, including for Sydney Olympic Park and 
Parramatta Park, which are not managed by Council. This could include 
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centralising responsibilities with Council or improving collaborative governance 
to manage assets across the city in a more integrated way.” 

Felt that the implementation of draft Parramatta 2050 would require more 
than “collective championing” to realise. Active partnerships, collaborative 
processes, joined-up strategies and place based funding models will be 
required to support this bold ambition.” 
 

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have strengthened the copy in ‘An unrivalled river city’ and 
included two new key moves in the enabler ‘Nation leading governance’ 
regarding regional planning and governance, and collaboration and 
partnerships. 

Organisation 
submission #6 
 
WSROC 

Indicated support draft Parramatta 2050. 
 
Noted that what is good for Western Sydney is good for constituent 
Councils. Encouraged Council to consider that Parramatta’s prosperity is 
inextricably linked to Western Sydney’s prosperity.  

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have included a new page dedicated to the role of City of 
Parramatta in Greater Sydney, stating that Parramatta is critical to the success 
of Greater Sydney and that getting Parramatta’s transformation right will not 
only benefit Greater Sydney, it also will be essential to the success of the 
region.  

Referenced a forthcoming review ‘Reconnecting Western Sydney’, which 
calls for increased collaborations across Councils, the need for 
development of a regional strategy and the need for a Council of Mayors 
to champion a few very strategic regional issues.   
 

Comment noted, recommendation supported.  
 
Council offers note that draft Parramatta 2050 already addresses these issues 
in the ‘Nation-leading governance’ and ‘Western Sydney Cabinet of Mayors’ 
enablers address. Council officers have included two new key moves in the 
enabler ‘Nation leading governance’ regarding regional planning and 
governance, and collaboration and partnerships. 

Noted the eight key attributes of Western Sydney, as prepared by 
Western Sydney University in a study commissioned by WSROC. These 
attributes include: 

• Western Sydney is global – it is the physical and demographic 
core of a top ten global city. 

• Western Sydney is the site of Australia’s most significant urban 
growth. 

• Infrastructure spend and a new urban structure. 
• An expanding, quality labour force. 
• Ready availability of fully serviced commercial and industrial 

lands. 
• Growing and wealthy markets. 
• Thick internal and external connections. 
• Stable, supportive regulatory and services environment.  

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers have updated the introduction section of draft Parramatta 2050 
to more clearly articulate Parramatta’s strengths, of which many overlap with 
Western Sydney’s strengths as outlined in this submission.  
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Organisational 
submission #7 
 
Fairfield City Council  

Commented on the proposed rail link to the Western Sydney Airport, 
noting that an east-west rail link has already been established in a 
number of documents which travels through the Fairfield City Council 
suburbs of Cecil Park, Prairiewood and Smithfield. Requests Council 
amend Figure 7 on page 26 of the draft Parramatta to include the east-
west rail link, showing connections through Cumberland City Council and 
Fairfield suburbs of Smithfield, Prairiewood, and Cecil Park towards the 
new airport site.  
 
Commented that the creation of this east-west rail line would not only 
provide essential physical infrastructure to service the new airport, but will 
help deliver a range of social, economic and environmental benefits for 
the residents of Fairfield LGA, which currently has the lowest SEIFA 
ranking in all of NSW.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is informed by Transport for NSW’s Future Transport 
Strategy. Transport maps contained within the document are indicative only and 
do not determine or prescribe proposed routes or specific stations. Planning for 
the Westmead to Western Sydney Airport extension will be undertaken by the 
NSW Government. 
 
 
 

Fairfield City Council looks forward to working collaboratively with City of 
Parramatta in the future to facilitate a region which is enhanced by 
transport connections that are strategically positioned for the benefit of 
Greater Western Sydney.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Organisational 
submission #8 
 
University of Sydney 

Indicated support for draft Parramatta 2050. 
 
“…The University of Sydney commends the City of Parramatta Council for 
the proactive and innovative approach it is taking to position the LGA, and 
the Western Sydney region, with a global audience.” 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Noted that the University’s 2032 Strategy articulates a vision to further 
develop their presence in the region, including development of a world-
leading, multidisciplinary University of Sydney campus adjacent to 
Westmead Hospital. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Support for the draft strategic directions – ‘Gather’, ‘Create’ and 
‘Accelerate’. 
 
“…Will serve the community well and align with the University’s ambitions 
to expand our presence and impact the Western Sydney region.” 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Support for the ‘Global Parramatta’ Districts, including the identification of 
the Health and Innovation District in Westmead and Parramatta North. 
 
Support for Council’s advocacy of 50,000 jobs in Westmead.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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Support for the Game Changer ‘Asia Pacific’s Centre for best-in-class 
education’, which aligns with the University’s ambitions. 
 
Support for the inclusion of optimal student experience and appropriate 
planning controls for student housing. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Encourage Council to take meaningful action to ensure that its current 
and future residents, including students and workers, have access to 
diverse housing supply that enables them to live, work and play locally. 

As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss 
specific actions on diverse housing supply or housing affordability. Detailed 
actions on diverse housing supply and affordable housing in Parramatta are 
contained within the Local Strategic Planning Statement, Social Sustainability 
Strategy 2023-33, the Affordable Housing Action Plan 2023-2025, and the 
Affordable Rental Housing Policy 2024.  

Support for the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’. 
 
Encourage Council to continue to advocate for expanded creative arts 
and industry offerings in Western Sydney.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Items already addressed in the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & 
creativity’.  

The University of Sydney will continue their commitment to supporting 
Western Sydney’s growth and the acceleration of Parramatta as a global 
city. They are available for future discussions to help shape the strategy 
and action plans that follow. 

Comments noted, no change proposed.  

Organisational 
submission #9 
 
Royal Agricultural 
Society of NSW 

The Royal Agricultural Society (RAS) looks forward to detailed 
collaboration on the journey outlined in the draft Parramatta 2050 
document. 

Comments noted, no change proposed.  

RAS supports the intent, ambition and overall vision of draft Parramatta 
2050. 
 
RAS noted the long history that the Royal Agricultural Society has in 
Parramatta and outlined their plans for Sydney Showground development 
into the future. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Suggest that the term ‘Global Parramatta’ is used in all circumstances 
throughout the document, where ‘Parramatta’ is referenced, to make it 
clear that the vision encapsulates the entire area and not just the CBD.  

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have updated references to ‘Parramatta’ throughout the 
document, to be ‘Global Parramatta’.  

Support for the ‘Global Parramatta’ Districts, noting that they are well 
defined and clearly represented.  
 
Recommended that references to the Celebration District at Sydney 
Olympic Park to be expanded beyond major cultural and sporting events, 
to include music. 

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have included a new page in the document dedicated to the 
‘Celebration District’. This page highlights the inclusion of music and business 
events in recognition of Sydney Olympic Park’s significant contribution in this 
area.  
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Notes that on page 12, the statement that ‘Sydney Olympic Park must 
propel us forward on employment opportunities, not take us backward’ 
and that ‘key sectorial opportunities for expansion include sports, sports 
science and entertainment’.  Recommends that business events and 
agriculture related activities should be added to this statement.  

Recommendation partially supported.  
 
Council officers have included a new page in the document dedicated to the 
‘Celebration District’. This page highlights the inclusion of music and business 
events in recognition of Sydney Olympic Park’s significant contribution in this 
area. 
It also highlights the opportunities for industry and sector specialisation at 
Sydney Olympic Park, which can also be considered in future prospectuses. 

Recommended changing the word ‘aim’ on page 18 of draft Parramatta 
2050 to be updated to expand and improve on the existing capabilities, 
not create them, as Sydney Olympic Park has already done this.  

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have updated copy to read “Drawing on our rich sporting legacy 
and vibrant cultural landscape, we seek to expand Parramatta’s reputation as a 
premier nation and global destination for sports, conventions, and year-round 
festivals.  

On page 19, recommended adding convention space to existing 
infrastructure at Sydney Olympic Park to create a fully-fledged 
Convention Centre. 
 
Noted that RAS plans to introduce a conference centre auditorium in 
Sydney Olympic Park, and that these plans are sitting with the State 
Government for consideration.  

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have included a new page in the document dedicated to the 
‘Celebration District’. This page identifies a key move of expansion of 
convention and events venues in Sydney Olympic Park. This builds on the 
Game Changer ‘The home of sports, festivals & entertainment’s’ identification 
of the need to explore additional convention infrastructure in ‘Global 
Parramatta’.  

Organisational 
submission #10 
 
The Winston Hills and 
Toongabbie Bushcare 
+ Friends of 
Toongabbie Creek 
Landcare Network 
submission. 
 

Submission did not support Parramatta 2050, overall citing that draft 
Parramatta 2050 overlooks important aspects from significance deserved.  
 
Submission provided key requests to be added to the Central River 
Parklands vision in the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’, including: 
• Restoring the natural riparian habitat cross section for the CBD at 

Old Kinds School. 
• Broad archaeological excavation, reconstructing ‘sand-islands’, 

sedge margins, and specific forest pockets with view vistas.  
• Remove the land-consuming proposed ‘constructed wetland’ and 

transfer to instream floating modules technology. 
• Delete the ‘squaring off’ proposed Parade Ground Oval expansion to 

the river channel where natural habitat needs to be re-established. 
• Increase Botanic Gardens across 15ha of former Cumberland 

Hospital East campus. 
• Acknowledge, celebrate and reactivate colonial farms.  

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers have updated Figure 4 – Central River Parklands in the Game 
Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ to blur the boundaries of the River and 
adjacent open space. It is noted that this Figure is indicative only.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document.  
 
Council has a range of plans and programs currently underway that address 
these issues, including the draft Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2023-32, 
Parramatta Bike Plan 2024, Sydney’s New Central River Parklands vision 2024. 
Work is also progressing towards the delivery of a new Integrated Heritage 
Strategy, as well as a new Destination Management Plan. 
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• Reestablish ‘Camellia Grove Garden” attraction beside Hambleden 
Cottage.   

Requested edits to be made to the City of Parramatta Bike Plan Refresh, 
with specific focus on the regional route proposed through Winston Hills – 
Toongabbie.  
 
The submission also highlighted considerations requested in previous 
Council plans that have not yet been included, such as bike route 
changes, specific considerations for key natural site and consideration of 
threatened species of animal life. The submission identified specific 
opportunities at sites across Winston Hills, Westmead, Old Toongabbie 
and Wentworthville. 

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document.  Council 
has a range of plans and programs currently underway that address these 
issues, including the draft Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2023-32, 
Parramatta Bike Plan 2024, Sydney’s New Central River Parklands vision 2024. 
Work is also progressing towards the delivery of a new Integrated Heritage 
Strategy, as well as a new Destination Management Plan. 
 

Organisational 
submission #11 
 
Business Western 
Sydney  

Indicated support for draft Parramatta 2050.  
 
“A bold blueprint designed to transform Parramatta into a global hub of 
innovation, culture and sustainable urban development. Parramatta 2050 
articulates a strong vision for the city’s future, positioning it as Western 
Sydney’s leading global city and a central player in regional governance. 
With its focus on creating 150,000 new jobs, enhancing the night-time 
economy, and strengthening its status as a cultural epicentre, the strategy 
outlines key initiatives that promise to reshape our urban landscape.” 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Strong support for the following Game Changers: 
• Western Sydney’s jobs engine. 
• The epicentre of creativity.  
• The home of sports, festivals and entertainment.  
• An unrivalled river city. 
• Western Sydney Cabinet of Mayors, however recommended that 

this includes a popularly elected Mayor who serves a full four-
year term: 
 
“Such a leadership structure would ensure consistent and 
dedicated representation, driving the success of collaborative 
regional governance.” 
 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Indicated that while the goal of being a global city is commendable, it 
should note supersede the focus on creating a good city for locals. 

Recommendation supported. 
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Council officers have added in a new page which demonstrates how the 
benefits of draft Parramatta 2050 will extend beyond the five Districts of ‘Global 
Parramatta’, to our neighbourhoods, Greater Sydney and beyond.  
 
Council officers have also included a new statement at the end of each Game 
Changer “By 2050…” to demonstrate the impact that each Game Changer will 
have on the local community by 2050.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is also supported by a range of Council plans and 
strategies. Council’s Community Strategic Plan is responsible for translating 
these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities.  

The Strategy should not ignore the dominant position of the Sydney CBD, 
this strategy should consider Parramatta’s role in a holistic Greater 
Sydney approach to Sydney as a global city.  

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have added in two new pages ‘Our Districts and 
neighbourhoods’ and ‘Our role in Greater Sydney’ which demonstrate how the 
benefits of draft Parramatta 2050 will extend beyond the five Districts of ‘Global 
Parramatta’, to our neighbourhoods, Greater Sydney and beyond.  

Recommend that Council identifies a ‘plan b’ in this strategy if it is 
unsuccessful in its advocacy for additional metro stations at Rosehill and 
Silverwater. Noting that the resilience and adaptability of the strategy 
relies on addressing how these precincts can develop without the 
proposed transport connections 

Council considers it imperative that we achieve the outcome of additional metro 
stations at Rosehill and Silverwater, and draft Parramatta 2050 demonstrates 
the benefits of this vision to ‘Global Parramatta’. 

Organisational 
submission #12 
 
Western Sydney 
Leadership Dialogue  

Congratulates City of Parramatta on its draft Parramatta 2050.  
 
“…which not only sets a clear, long-term plan for the city, but builds on 
Parramatta’s reputation as a leader in local government…Parramatta 
2050 will provide a valuable roadmap, helping drive investment, inform 
critical decisions and advocate for positive change.” 
 
Other comments include:  

• Recognition that draft Parramatta 2050 promotes and leverages 
the city’s identity as well as its key assets including its diverse 
community, river, proximity to two international airports and 
growing public transport network. 

• Strong support for draft Parramatta 2050 and commends City of 
Parramatta Councillors and staff for their professionalism in 
delivering this impressive piece of work 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Organisational 
submission #13 

The Department of Education (DOE) thanks Council for its collaborative 
approach towards future planning within the Parramatta LGA.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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Department of 
Education  

The DOE is generally supportive of draft Parramatta 2050’s intent. Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Recommended that commentary is included regarding the role of public 
education in achieving the future vision. 

Comments noted. 
 
Council officers have updated the wording to reflect public schools as follows: 
“Council will continue to advocate and fight for the planning and delivery of high 
quality early childhood education and care centres and public primary and 
secondary schools, emphasising that global cities offer attractive educational 
opportunities for all residents.” 

Recommended updating the text on page 22 to remove the word ‘better’ 
from the sentence “…Council will continue to advocate and fight for better 
planning and delivery of primary and secondary schools.” 

Comments note. 
 
Council officers have updated the wording as requested. 

The DOE note the importance of safe travel of students to and from 
school and notes that public transport will need to keep up with increasing 
demand. The DOE request that active transport underpins all transport 
planning within the strategic vision. 

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers note the importance of active transport underpinning public 
transport. Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river 
city’ to include a key move that addresses active transport, including walking 
and cycling - ‘active transport worthy of a global city’.  

Organisational 
submission #14 
 
Uniting Church of 
Australia (prepared 
by Ethos Urban) 

Uniting Church of Australia (UCA) is supportive of the overall vision, 
strategic directions, Game Changers, and future opportunities that the 
strategy proposes, especially in relation to the enablers and 
implementation tools. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Acknowledges that the vision in draft Parramatta 2050 is not supported by 
the statutory controls that currently govern Westmead. 
 
UCA notes that if Council were to adopt a vision that places Westmead 
within the context of a global Parramatta, a revision of planning controls 
would be needed in order to facilitate the achievement of a global city 
outcome.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city.  
 
If Council adopts this vision, it is anticipated the Council’s strategic document 
hierarchy will be updated to translate these global aspirations into local 
priorities and outcomes, including City of Parramatta’s Local Strategic Planning 
Statement. 
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Indicates support for the vision, noting the following comments:  
 

• “…Provides a bold strategy for the future spatial layout and 
character of the Central River City.” 

• Support for the Game Changers and notes that UCA is 
committed to collaborating with Council to achieve close 
alignment between policy and practice. 

• Support for Council continuing to advocate for the fast-tracking 
of the metro connection between Westmead and Western 
Sydney International Airport. 

• Supported and recognition of the importance of the City of 
Parramatta Act proposed under the enabler ‘Nation leading 
governance’. The participant noted that greater autonomy over 
planning controls would allow Westmead to reach its full 
potential as a mixed-use site to support both jobs and housing. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Organisational 
submission #15 
 
Western Sydney 
Wanderers 

The Western Sydney Wanderers (Wanderers) commended the City of 
Parramatta on having the foresight to develop this strategic plan, which 
will provide a template for success and ensure that it becomes Western 
Sydney’s first global city. 
 
Other comments include:  

• Noting that the Wanderers are an important part of City of 
Parramatta since their inception in 2012 and that Wanderers 
matches bring people from diverse communities together and 
promote significant economic activity for businesses in the 
Parramatta CBD. 

• Noted alignment of the Wanderers with the strategic directions of 
‘Gather’ and ‘Create’. 

• Western Sydney Wanderers are well placed to deliver on the 
Game Change ‘Home of Festivals, Sports and Entertainment’. 
The Wanderers are the City of Parramatta’s only true sporting 
conduit onto the global stage through the ‘World Game’. 

• Noted their willingness to partner with Council on bringing draft 
Parramatta 2050 to life. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

The Wanderers have a strong commitment to female participation.  Comments noted. 
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Council officers have updated the key move under the Game Changer ‘Home of 
Festivals, Sports and Entertainment’ to reflect that Parramatta continues to 
empower women in sports, in recognition that Parramatta already plays a 
significant role in this space  

Indicated support for the ‘Global Parramatta’ Districts and highlighted that 
these Districts require social infrastructure such as community sporting 
facilities to ensure that Parramatta is a world-class, liveable city.  

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have updated copy to indicate that ‘Global Parramatta’s’ 
Districts will still function as standalone Districts in their own right.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is also supported by a range of Council plans and 
strategies. Council’s Community Strategic Plan is responsible for translating 
these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities. Council’s Community 
Infrastructure Strategy is responsible for identifying the short, medium, and long 
term social infrastructure requirements to meet population demand across the 
LGA.  

Organisational 
submission #16 
 
Powerhouse 
Parramatta 

Indicated support for draft Parramatta 2050. Noted that the Powerhouse 
Parramatta is the largest investment in cultural infrastructure since the 
Sydney Opera House. Noted the consistency between the document and 
the Powerhouse Parramatta’s own strategic aspirations. 
 
In addition, Powerhouse Parramatta supports the following: 

• The six Game Changers, noting that the Powerhouse 
Parramatta will play an active role in realising the Game 
Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’. 

• The key move of creatives housing that is included within the 
Game Change ‘The epicentre of creativity’. 

• The Headquarters District being transformed into a cultural and 
entertainment precinct and indicated that the Powerhouse 
Parramatta is committed to being an active collaborator to 
release this. 

• The key move of realising a new world-renowned contemporary 
art gallery and welcomes the enabling policies and planning 
activities to realise a culturally friendly precinct. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council officers have updated the imagery in the Game Changer ‘The epicentre 
of culture & creativity’ to include a render of the new Powerhouse Parramatta. 
 
 

Organisational 
submission #17 
 
The Centre for 
Population Health, 

The Centre for Population Health, Western Sydney Local Health District 
(CPH) acknowledged that the six Game Changers influence important 
social determinants of health, including: 

• Shared commitment to improving the wellbeing of Aboriginal 
people living and working in CoP. 

• Vocation/economic. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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Western Sydney 
Local Health District  

• Social connection and physical activity. 
• Education. 
• Urban planning and design that promotes healthy behaviours.  

CPH commends Council on the aspirational long-term strategic vision of 
this document that positions CoP as a vibrant hub delivering initiatives 
that can positively influence the health and wellbeing of residents in CoP 
for future generations to come.  
 
“…We acknowledge the extensive community engagement process 
undertaken to genuinely engage the community on the document, 
especially local level engagement in shopping centres and libraries and 
translating information to non-English speaking communities.” 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Identifies an opportunity for a stronger reflection of the liveability, health 
and wellbeing goals of Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2018-2038 in 
the Game Changers.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is supported by a range of Council plans and strategies, 
including Council’s Community Strategic Plan which is responsible for 
translating these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities. 

CPH indicates strong support for the Game Changer ‘A world leader in 
First Nations Partnerships’ and welcomes the opportunity to work with 
CoP in this vision through collaboration of projects and initiatives that aim 
to reduce health inequities in Aboriginal people.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. With regard to First Nations health inequity, this is 
an important issue that can be considered in future prospectuses.  

CPH recommends that the wording in the ‘Accelerate’ strategic direction 
be broadened to include a health vision beyond amplifying ‘health 
research’.  

Recommendation partially supported. 
 
Council officers have updated the copy relating to the strategic direction 
‘Accelerate’, which now reads “For our community, ‘Accelerate’ is about 
leveraging opportunities to enhance liveability and wellbeing, improving access 
to opportunities and experiences and ensuring that our City’s transformation is 
sustainable.” 

CPH acknowledges that the Health and Innovation District is in alignment 
with key NSW, Federal Government and WSLHD Strategic documents 
that support the health and wellbeing of all the community by enabling 
people to be more physically active, with a corresponding reduction in 
rates of chronic disease. 
 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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CPH are keen to collaborate with Council on the ongoing development 
and implementation of initiatives which provides more affordable and 
equitable travel options and projects which can support CoP’s vision for 
innovation in health and health sciences.  

Recommends that the document be more explicit in its vision to include 
liveability. 
 
Suggests renaming the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ to be ‘An 
unrivalled liveable city’.  

Recommendation partially supported. 
 
While Council officers note CPH’s recommendation to change the name of the 
Game Changer of ‘An unrivalled river city’, we note that the main purpose of 
this Game Changer is to celebrate the importance of the Parramatta River as 
part of the culture and identity of Parramatta.  
 
Council officers have updated the copy relating to the strategic direction 
‘Accelerate’, which now reads “For our community, ‘Accelerate’ is about 
leveraging opportunities to enhance liveability and wellbeing, improving access 
to opportunities and experiences and ensuring that our City’s transformation is 
sustainable.” 

CPH commends the planetary health focus of the Game Changer “an 
unrivalled river city” and its focus on the development of the Central River 
Parklands through a prominent green and blue network, which will 
continue to provide health benefits to the community.  
 
CPH welcomes the opportunity to review submissions and collaborate on 
relevant projects focussed on improving the health and wellbeing of the 
community. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

CPH supports the vision for the Camellia-Rosehill as Australia’s first 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals city.  
 
CPH recommends that this District incorporates healthy higher density 
living for families and children principles – “The Healthy Higher Density 
Living for Families with Children: An Advocacy, Planning and Design 
Guide”.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the ‘Model City District’ will 
be considered in future prospectuses.  
 

CPH recommends CoP include key workers, such as health workers in 
CoP’s employment targets of a least 1 job for every 1.5 residents in 
Camellia-Rosehill. 

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have included a new key move in the Game Changer ‘Western 
Sydney’s jobs engine’ that addresses equity in jobs planning and ensures that 
‘Global Parramatta’ provides a diverse range of jobs at all levels, creating 
suitable opportunities for people with different qualifications and experience, 
and the right supports to enable desired participation in the workforce.  
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CPH commends Council’s commitment to increasing public transport for 
the LGA and acknowledges that timely delivery of transport connections 
is critical to reducing car reliance.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council officers note the importance of active transport underpinning public 
transport. Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river 
city’ to include a key move that addresses active transport, including walking 
and cycling - ‘active transport worthy of a global city’.  

Organisational 
submission #18 
 
Museums of History 
NSW 

Museums of History NSW (MHNSW) thanked Council for the opportunity 
to be involved in draft Parramatta 2050 through focus groups, webinars, 
and a review of the public exhibition materials.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Noted that MHNSW is a leading cultural institution committed to 
preserving and presenting NSW’s unique history. MHNSW include 
significant historical sites and material within Parramatta, including 
Elizabeth Farm and the Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions 
Precinct. MHNSW has provided support for the recent nomination of this 
site for World Heritage listing  

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 

Supports the ambition in draft Parramatta 2050 to secure Parramatta’s 
future as a global city, and on the emphasis on arts, culture, innovation 
and education as key pillars of this vision.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Calls for greater recognition of the diverse heritage of Parramatta and 
how this can enrich the global city.  
 
“…Parramatta 2050 presents the opportunity to further recognise the 
distinctive character of Parramatta’s diverse heritage and to articulate an 
ambition to support and grow the understanding of this diverse cultural 
landscape, enriching the city’s global identity’. 

Comments noted. 
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 

Indicates strong support for the Game Changer ‘A world leader in First 
Nations Partnerships’, and recommends the following: 

• Expanding the discussion of heritage places in the context of 
First Nations history and culture  

• Engaging First Nations communities in the interpretation and 
management of heritage places.  

Recommendations supported. 
 
Council officers have updated the copy in the Game Changer ‘A world leader in 
First Nations Partnerships’ to reflect these suggestions. The copy now reads 
“… We acknowledge the significance of Parramatta’s heritage sites in the 
context of First Nations history and culture and will work to engage Dharug 
People in the interpretation and management of these places to recognise, 
protect, and share the rich and varied heritage and history of Parramatta.” 

Highlights an opportunity to more strongly represent Parramatta’s cultural 
heritage in ‘the epicentre of creativity’ and recommends the following: 

• Recognising the current significance of heritage items beyond 
“adaptive reuse”. 

Recommendations supported. 
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’.  A key move has been 
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• Promote heritage tourism.  introduced to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage 
tourism. 
 
Council officers have also added ‘heritage tourism’ under the key move of 
enabling policies and planning in the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & 
creativity’.  

Recommends including heritage tourism as a key move in the Game 
Changer ‘Home of Festivals, Sports and Entertainment.’ 

Recommendation partially supported.  
 
Council officers have also added ‘heritage tourism’ under the key move of 
enabling policies and planning in the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of 
creativity’.  

Indicates support for the Game Changer ‘Asia Pacific’s Best-In-Class 
Education’ and recommends that the strategy incorporate education 
beyond universities and TAFE, connecting education and heritage and 
using Parramatta’s heritage sites as educational resources for students of 
all ages.  

Comments noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. With regard to connecting heritage and education, 
this is an important issue that can be considered in future prospectuses.  

Organisational 
submission #19 
 
Urban Taskforce 

Urban Taskforce agrees that the current planning system is outdated and 
also agrees with the noting of Paramatta testing innovation planning 
approaches.  
 
However, Urban Taskforce views the suggestion that Parramatta be 
governed by its own Act of Parliament as being unlikely to be achieved 
and at this stage, the proposition is not supported. More detail would 
need to be provided before any final position on this matter were adopted.  

Comments noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the enabler ‘Nation leading 
governance’ and the proposed City of Parramatta Act will be considered in 
future prospectuses.  
 

Notes that housing supply and associated local fees and charges are not 
dealt with in any detail in the draft. 
 
Recommends that more attention be given to these matters, particularly 
in the light of current housing supply and affordability crisis. 
 
It is important that an innovative vision be articulated regarding housing 
supply, e.g. increase housing delivery efficiency with reduced fees, taxes 
and charges.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council officers acknowledge that housing needs to be supported with 
infrastructure to meet community need. Draft Parramatta 2050 outlines the 
supporting infrastructure required to ensure that City of Parramatta’s residents 
and Western Sydney’s residents can benefit from a global city. 
 
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss 
specific actions on diverse housing supply or housing affordability. Detailed 
actions on diverse housing supply and affordable housing in Parramatta are 
contained within the Local Strategic Planning Statement, Social Sustainability 
Strategy 2023-33 and the Affordable Housing Action Plan. 

Highlights that little detail is provided in relation to infrastructure 
investment needed to deliver the vision.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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“…It is important that these terms are not a stalking horse for vale 
capture, increased fees, charges, levies or other “contributions” that 
would serve to reduce the feasibility of both housing and 
commercial/retail development opportunities”.  

Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the enabler ‘Nation leading 
governance’ and the proposed City of Parramatta Act will be considered in 
future prospectuses. Further, Council is proposing a City Deal to establish a 
coordinated and dependable funding pipeline. 

Organisational 
submission #20 
 
The Parramatta 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

The Parramatta Chamber of Commerce (the Chamber) indicates support 
for draft Parramatta 2050.  
 
“…Would like to express our support for the progressive and inclusive 
future it outlines for our city. We commend the comprehensive planning 
and forward-thinking approach that has been adopted to ensure 
Parramatta continues to thrive in the coming decades. The focus on 
sustainable development, infrastructure enhancement and cultural 
enrichment is indeed commendable.” 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Recommends that the matter of homelessness be addressed in draft 
Paramatta 2050, noting that this issue is not just a social issue.  
 
Recommended a dedicated hub that brings together employment 
agencies and government services in a concentrated area.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council officers note the important issue of homelessness and the need for a 
global city to be an equitable one.  
 
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss 
specific actions on homelessness. Detailed actions to address homelessness in 
Parramatta are contained within Council’s Social Sustainability Strategy 2023-
33 and Homelessness Action Plan 2019-2023.  
 
Council officers have updated the copy in draft Parramatta 2050 to emphasise 
that global cities should be equitable places and that Parramatta has an 
opportunity to embed equity at the heart of this journey to ensure we become a 
model global city.  

Recommended that the Districts be expanded to consider North-South 
connectivity, including the surrounding areas in Parramatta.  
 
Recommended that the Districts incorporate balanced development, not 
just targeted development, e.g. Westmead has a medical focus, but it 
should also include the right balance of ingredients which makes places 
successful for residential and business use and required amenities.  

Recommendation partially supported. 
 
The Game Changer ‘Connections to the world’, has been elevated in the final 
draft Parramatta 2050 and renamed to be ‘Seamlessly connected to Australia 
and the world’. This Game Changer outlines key approaches to improving north 
south connectivity for the LGA.  
 
Council officers have updated the ‘Global Parramatta’ copy to include a 
statement about the names of the Districts amplifying their key strengths and 
highlighting their point of difference, but they are not mutually exclusive. Council 
officers have also added copy that specifies that each District will still function 
as a standalone District in its own right. 
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Council officers have added in a new page dedicated to ‘our Districts and 
neighbourhoods’ which demonstrates how the benefits of draft Parramatta 2050 
will extend beyond the five Districts of ‘Global Parramatta’, to our 
neighbourhoods, Greater Sydney and beyond.  
 
Council officers have also included a new statement at the end of each Game 
Changer “By 2050…” to demonstrate the impact that each Game Changer will 
have on the local community by 2050.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is also supported by a range of Council plans and 
strategies. Council’s Community Strategic Plan is responsible for translating 
these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities 

Noted that parking is a growing concern for those living, working and 
visiting Parramatta.  
 
Propose a comprehensive review of current parking facilities and public 
transport networks, with a view to improving accessibility for those from 
surrounding areas, e.g. expanding parking facilities, enhancing public 
transport routes or exploring innovation solutions such as park and rise 
schemes.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
The Game Changer ‘Connections to the world’, has been elevated in the final 
draft Parramatta 2050 and renamed to be ‘Seamlessly connected to Australia 
and the world’. This Game Changer outlines key approaches to improving 
public transport connectivity in the LGA and beyond.   
 
Council officers have added in a new page dedicated to ‘our Districts and 
neighbourhoods’ which demonstrates how the benefits of draft Parramatta 2050 
will extend beyond the five Districts of ‘Global Parramatta’, to our 
neighbourhoods, Greater Sydney and beyond 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is supported by a range of Council plans and strategies, 
of which many address the matter of parking. Council’s Community Strategic 
Plan is responsible for translating these global aspirations into local outcomes 
and priorities 

Recommended highlighting the diverse and multicultural nature of 
Parramatta, which is one of our city’s greatest assets. 
 
The multicultural nature of our City should be celebrated and leveraged to 
enhance the cultural richness of our city.  

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have updated the copy in the introduction of draft Parramatta 
2050 to reflect the strength of our diverse community more prominently as one 
of our city’s greatest assets.   
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is also supported by a range of Council plans and 
strategies, of which many celebrate and leverage our diverse community. 
These include Council’s Community Strategic Plan which is responsible for 
translating these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities, Council’s 
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forthcoming draft Cultural Strategy and Council’s Social Sustainability Strategy 
2023-33.  

Propose that the plan includes specific strategies to engage diverse 
communities, including multicultural festivals, sports, support for local 
businesses and initiatives to promote cultural exchange and 
understanding.  

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have updated the copy to include multicultural community 
events and festivals in the Game Changer ‘Home for Festivals, Sports and 
Entertainment’. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is also supported by a range of Council plans and 
strategies, of which many celebrate and leverage our diverse community. 
These include Council’s Community Strategic Plan which is responsible for 
translating these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities, Council’s 
forthcoming draft Cultural Strategy and Council’s Social Sustainability Strategy 
2023-33.   

The Chamber indicated that they look forward to working closely with 
Council to play their part in achieving the vision of Parramatta 2050.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Organisation 
submission #21 
 
Pari 

Indicate support for drat Parramatta 2050, and in particular the following 
Game Changers: 

• A world leader in First Nations partnerships. 
• The epicentre of creativity.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Suggested including support for a creative ecosystem, including 
grassroots and community art spaces to exist alongside large institutions 
like the Powerhouse Museum and the new proposed art gallery.  

Comments noted.  
 
The Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ demonstrates a 
commitment to embedding culture into Parramatta’s fabric. 
 
In recognition of this sentiment, Council officers have included a new sentence 
in this Game Changer to reflect how these global aspirations are translated into 
local priorities and outcomes. The copy reads “By 2050, our community has 
access to world class arts and culture on their doorstep, in a global city where 
local creatives and performers are supported to reach their full potential, with 
access to affordable practice and performance spaces and creative educational 
offerings.” 

Suggested included a response to the cost of living crisis, acknowledging 
that this is a significant challenge faced by the City of Parramatta 
community.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council officers note the important issue of the current cost of living crisis and 
the need for a global city to be an equitable one.  
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As a high-level visioning document to position Parramatta as a global city, draft 
Parramatta 2050 does not discuss specific actions on the cost of living crisis. 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is also supported by a range of Council plans and 
strategies, including Council’s Community Strategic Plan which is responsible 
for translating these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities.  

Suggested including a response to the rough sleeper crisis in City of 
Parramatta within draft Parramatta 2050.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council officers note the important issue of homelessness and the need for a 
global city to be an equitable one.  
 
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss 
specific actions on homelessness. Detailed actions to address homelessness in 
Parramatta are contained within Council’s Social Sustainability Strategy 2023-
33 and Homelessness Action Plan 2019-2023.  
 
Council officers have updated the copy in draft Parramatta 2050 to emphasise 
that global cities should be equitable places and that Parramatta has an 
opportunity to embed equity at the heart of this journey to ensure we become a 
model global city. 

Organisational 
submission #22 
 
National Trust of 
Australia, Parramatta 
Regional Branch 

The National Trust (NSW) Parramatta Regional Branch (the Branch) does 
not support draft Parramatta 2050.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

The Branch indicates that draft Parramatta 2050 has “enormous 
oversight” in relation to acknowledging, protecting, and celebrating the 
rich heritage and history of Parramatta.  
 
“…This document addresses the history and heritage of First Nations 
People and overlooks the overarching context of heritage that is 
Parramatta and its high significance as the “Cradle City.” 
 
The Branch notes that draft Parramatta 2050 only uses the word 
‘heritage’ six times.  

Comments noted. 
 
Updates have been made to Draft Parramatta 2050 post-exhibition which 
expand its treatment of Parramatta's heritage and history.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 

Indicates opportunities to highlight significant “firsts” that have shaped our 
country’s European heritage and history, including: 

• First land grant in Australia (site of Experiment Farm Cottage). 
• Oldest residential building in Australia (Elizabeth Farm, home of 

John Macarthur). 
• Oldest public building in Australia (UNESCO World Heritage 

Listed – Old Government House and Domain). 

Comments noted.  
 
Updates have been made to Draft Parramatta 2050 post-exhibition which 
expand its treatment of Parramatta's heritage and history.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 
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• Earliest purpose-built site for female convicts (tentatively listed 
on UNESCO World Heritage List – Parramatta Female Factory. 

The Branch noted that Parramatta has 50 State Heritage Listed Items, 
700 Local Heritage Listed Items and these are in addition to potentially 
two UNESCO World Heritage Listed Items.  
 
Each of these sites remain and can form part of a rich heritage tourism 
offering within the area.  

Recommends opportunity to tap into non-business travel where tourists 
engage with heritage, in alignment with Council’s other strategic 
documents.  
 
Recommends that the importance of Parramatta’s rich history be 
reconsidered by the authors and highlights the importance of respecting 
this history into the future.  

Updates have been made to Draft Parramatta 2050 post-exhibition which 
expand its treatment of Parramatta's heritage and history.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 

The Branch recommends that in the short term, there is an urgent need 
for Council to re-establish a Visitor Information Centre. This could 
improve the profile of the area’s tangible local heritage through activities 
and experiences.   

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council officers note the important issue of promoting Parramatta’s heritage 
and history.  
 
As a high-level visioning document to position Parramatta as a global city, draft 
Parramatta 2050 does not discuss specific actions relating to re-establishing a 
Visitor Information Centre.  
 
Council officers will share this recommendation with the relevant Council area.  

Organisational 
submission #23 
 
EcoTransit Sydney 

EcoTransit Sydney have submitted their own vision for the Greater 
Parramatta region, and this submission focuses on transport. 
It includes advocacy for a range of transport options across light rail, 
trains, tram-trains, metro and other options. 
 
EcoTransit noted that given Rosehill’s significant rates income, the ward 
should retain a larger pool of funds for infrastructure. Noted that funding 
for public transport is outside of Council’s jurisdiction, so the funding 
should be allocated to active transport and walkability, such as funding 
the Pippita Rail Trail, as well as improving bus stops.  

Comments noted, no changes proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 reflects Council’s core advocacy position for priority 
transport connections and is informed by Transport for NSW’s Future Transport 
Strategy. 
 
Additional transport connections will be further considered through Council’s 
undertaking of an Integrated Transport Strategy. 
 
Specific interventions regarding the existing heavy rail network, Tram-Trains, 
Pippita Rail Trail and active transport interventions are outside the scope of 
draft Parramatta 2050.  
 
Support for draft Parramatta 2050 positioning on additional Metro West stations 
at Camellia/Rosehill and Silverwater is noted.  
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Organisational 
submission #24 
 
Sydney Olympic Park 
Authority  

Sydney Olympic Park Authority (SOPA) broadly supports the ambition of 
draft Parramatta 2050 and at a City level supports the six major Game 
Changers. In particular, SOPA supports the following Game Changers: 

• A world leader in First Nations Partnerships.  
• The home of festivals, sports and entertainment. 
• An unrivalled river city.  

 
SOPA also: 

• Supports developing a strong partnership approach to strategic 
planning on cross-border planning issues. 

• Notes that City of Parramatta will be invited to provide a 
submission on the forthcoming Sydney Olympic Park Place 
Vision and Strategy 2050. 

• Participated in the Council-led visioning work to develop the 
Central River Parkland concept and recommends that this 
visioning work is more fully integrated into draft Parramatta 
2050. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss 
specific actions relating to the Central River Parkland concept. Detail relating to 
this matter is captured in the document “Sydney’s new Central River 
Parklands.” 
 

SOPA highlights that the following aspects of draft Parramatta 2050 are 
not aligned with SOPA’s own strategic plans: 

• City of Parramatta Act. SOPA does not support the assumption 
of any of its functions by the City of Parramatta and seeks 
further information on this proposal. SOPA welcomes further 
conversations on how the two agencies can partner to create 
thriving communities, deliver world class facilities and 
experiences, within the statutory role of each agency.  

Council notes SOPA’s objection to transferring certain responsibilities of 
Sydney Olympic Park to Council.  
 
Council officers have revised the text in the enable ‘Nation leading governance’ 
to instead read “…the proposed Act must improve governance and streamline 
decision-making across the City, including for Sydney Olympic Park and 
Parramatta Park, which are not managed by Council. This could include 
centralising responsibilities with Council or improving collaborative governance 
to manage assets across the city in a more integrated way.” 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the enabler ‘Nation leading 
governance’ and the proposed City of Parramatta Act will be considered in 
future prospectuses.  

SOPA highlights that the following aspects of draft Parramatta 2050 are 
not aligned with SOPA’s own strategic plans: 

• Employment ratios. SOPA agrees that employment growth in the 
Greater Parramatta area is crucial. SOPA does not believe that 
the targets outlined by Council are consistent with the Master 
Plan 2030 or the draft Master Plan 2050. SOPA seeks further 
information on how Council has determined resident to 

Council notes SOPA’s objection to the employment ratios for Sydney Olympic 
Park that are included in draft Parramatta 2050.  
 
The rationale for the employment ratio is clearly explained in the Game 
Changer "Western Sydney's Jobs Engine", and rests on the critical imperative 
for Parramatta to not lose further ground on its local jobs offering. The 
introduction of a metro station at SOP greatly strengthens its potential to be a 
major employment and activity hub. Council officers do not consider that SOP 
should be exempt from the ratio outlined in draft Parramatta 2050. 
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employment ratios in the precinct and the basis for the 
identification of specific industries in the precinct.  

• Considering recent housing shortages across Sydney. Sydney 
Olympic Park draft Master Plan 2050 allocates more residential 
floor space in proportion to commercial floor space than in 
previous Master Plans, which is not aligned to draft Parramatta 
2050.  

 
Council would welcome the opportunity to work in partnership with SOPA 
around continued planning for SOP. 

SOPA highlights that the following aspects of draft Parramatta 2050 are 
not aligned with SOPA’s own strategic plans: 

• Celebration District. SOPA believes the designation of Sydney 
Olympic Park as the ‘Celebration District’ risks foreclosing on the 
great potential of Sydney Olympic Park to be known as a vibrant 
everyday place.  

• Seeks Council’s acknowledgment of the diversified social and 
economic role of this mixed-use precinct as it evolves.  

 

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers have updated the ‘Global Parramatta’ and ‘Accelerate’ copy to 
include a statement about the names of the Districts amplifying their key 
strengths and highlighting their point of difference, but they are not mutually 
exclusive. Council officers have also added copy that specifies that each 
District will still function as a standalone District in its own right. 
 
Council officers have included a new page that focuses on the Celebration 
District at Sydney Olympic Park and provides more detail about its potential 
future and points of difference within ‘Global Parramatta’. This identifies a key 
move for sports science and industry specialisation. 

SOPA outlined several other opportunities for how Sydney Olympic Park 
may support the City to achieve other aspects of its vision, including 
provision of green space, sport and recreation facilities (community 
through to elite), development of a state contemporary art and cultural 
venue and a ‘living lab’ for urban innovation.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Organisation #25 
 
Action for Public 
Transport (NSW) Inc.  

Overall, Action for Public Transport (NSW) Inc. (APT NSW), approves of 
the principles and directions set out in draft Parramatta 2050, and most 
specifically the transport-related section pages 25-26. Notes that there 
have long been deficiencies in Sydney’s strategic planning, of which 
some are apparent in draft Parramatta 2050. 
 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Indicated support for the following: 
• Construction of a railway linking Parramatta with Western 

Sydney Airport and the associated Aerotropolis following a more 
direct route, possible via Blacktown.  

• Construction of Metro stations at Camellia-Rosehill and 
Silverwater. 

• If these cannot be included in the line as opened, 
“futureproofing”, as described in the report, e.g. inclusion in 
tunnels of boxes for station platforms. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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• The “River Rail” link with indicative alignment Norwest-
Parramatta-Bankstown-Miranda. 

• Serious consideration of the case for Paramatta as the Sydney 
station for an East Coast high-speed rail link.  

• Consideration of Council’s other light rail routes – e.g. to 
Macquarie Park, Rouse Hill and Wetherill Park.  

APT NSW noted that they do not support attaching an Epping spur to the 
existing Cumberland line unless it can be shown not to prejudice the 
capacity of that line.  
 
However, APT NSW do support extension of light rail underground from 
Carlingford to Epping, with a station at Carlingford Court. 

Draft Parramatta 2050 reflects Council’s core advocacy position for priority 
transport connections and is informed by Transport for NSW’s Future Transport 
Strategy. 
Additional transport connections will be further considered through Council’s 
undertaking of an Integrated Transport Strategy. 

APT NSW noted that there should be value capture from urban 
development in all locations along rail corridors as a funding mechanism.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the enabler ‘Nation leading 
governance’ and the proposed City of Parramatta Act will be considered in 
future prospectuses.  
 
Further, Council is proposing to establish a coordinated and dependable 
funding pipeline. 

Noted that modes of transport may be less important than the existence 
of a dedicated corridor when planning. Noted that some of the routes may 
be initiated by bus services and investment in these routes should be 
serious rather than a stopgap, with least possible impact to car and truck 
drivers. T The benefits of integration wayfinding and signage to improve 
the effectiveness of the transport system are also discussed. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the Game Changer 
‘Connections to the world’ will be considered in future prospectuses.  
 

Recommended that Council press the NSW Government to issue a long-
term strategic plan for transport. 

Comment noted, no changes proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 offers a comprehensive ‘next moves’ for transport 
planning for Greater Sydney, reflects Council’s core advocacy position for 
priority transport connections and is informed by Transport for NSW’s Future 
Transport Strategy. Additional transport connections will be further considered 
through Council’s undertaking of an Integrated Transport Strategy. 

Recommended that Council simplify walking between Parramatta Railway 
Station and the Macquarie Street tram stop.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Detail regarding the public domain and wayfinding 
between public transport services is beyond the scope of this document. 
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Organisation 
submission #26 
 
Shelter NSW 

Re-imagine the entire City of Parramatta 2050 as a ‘model city’ - one 
where people from all works of life, income, age, culture, ability or 
housing tenure can live; supported by accessible and affordable housing. 
Adopt a new Game Changer … a place where everyone can happily, 
healthily and affordably live. 
 

Recommendation noted. 
 
Council officers have updated the copy relating to the strategic direction 
‘Accelerate’, which now reads “For our community, ‘Accelerate’ is about 
leveraging opportunities to enhance liveability and wellbeing, improving access 
to opportunities and experiences and ensuring that our City’s transformation is 
sustainable.” 

Ensure lower-income residents (overwhelmingly renters) whether in 
social, affordable or private dwellings are a key focus for the future City 
places, building and dwelling design considerations. Take account of the 
overlaying housing diversity and adaptability needs that arise from 
disability, cultural considerations, family size and the desire to age in 
place. 
 
Ensure Parramatta’s growing dwelling stock can accommodate large and 
changing family sizes and circumstances, especially in high-rise 
buildings. 
 
Increase its goals for social and affordable housing in the LGA: at least 
10-15 % social housing and at least 25% affordable rental housing by 
2050 commensurate with the current and growing demand for social 
housing and to support low-moderate income key/essential workers to 
live in Parramatta. 
 
Identify the urgent need for a robust Affordable Housing Contribution 
Scheme as a key requirement for the future Parramatta (under the 
Governance category), especially as ongoing upzoning is occurring 
without it (undermining the expansion of affordable housing stock). 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
As a high-level visioning document draft Parramatta 2050 does not discuss 
specific actions on housing and housing affordability. Detailed actions on 
affordable housing in Parramatta are contained within the Social Sustainability 
Strategy 2023-33 and the Affordable Housing Action Plan. 
 

Organisation 
submission #27 
 
The North Parramatta 
Resident Action 
Group (NPRAG) 

The North Parramatta Resident Action Group (NPRAG) do not support 
draft Parramatta 2050 and have several significant concerns regarding 
the draft document.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

NPRAG noted that that it is critical to provide “measurable fundamental 
statistics” of the makeup of the City and Council area between now and 
2050, including population and demographic composition, urban make 
up, environmental and social impacts etc.  
 
“…Without a base understanding of the key factors impacting the 
direction and rate of change how can Community and the 
Council/Councillors understand and support a vision that has no 
consideration of the Parramatta cities various stakeholders.” 

Council notes NPRAG’s objections. 
 
In preparing draft Parramatta 2050, Council prepared a comprehensive 
Research and Evidence base that included analysis of the demographics of 
City of Parramatta now and into the future, analysis of social, economic, and 
environmental issues, and global trends that may shape cities into the future. 
A summary of this work was included in the attachment to the Council Report 
dated 13 May 2024. 
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A comprehensive community and stakeholder program has been undertaken to 
inform draft Parramatta 2050, the details of which are attached to the Council 
Report dated 12 August 2024.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 also sits within the context of a range of Council plans 
and strategies, including Council’s Community Strategic Plan which is 
responsible for translating these global aspirations into local outcomes and 
priorities. 

NPRAG indicated that draft Parramatta 2050 has excluded proportions of 
the community, including children, young adolescents and the elderly, 
stating that there is no mention of early childhood facilities, parklands and 
open spaces, nor accommodation and services for the growing population 
of elderly residents.  
 
NPRAG also specific that the current and recent Councils have failed to 
meet the expected parameters for providing open space, access to 
sunlight and the greening of the city. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level aspirational vision document intended to 
position Parramatta as a global city. Draft Parramatta 2050 is supported by a 
range of Council’s other strategies and planning documents. These include 
Council’s Community Strategic Plan which is responsible for translating these 
global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities, Community Infrastructure 
Strategy, Councils draft Environmental Sustainability Strategy, and Council’s 
Social Sustainability Strategy 2023-33. 

NPRAG highlights that draft Parramatta 2050 has not shown an 
estimation “of the costing of this wishlist if propositions were implemented 
in the future.” 
 
“…NPRAG would have thought a Council with an unfunded backlog of 
outstanding works over $1 billion should be concentrating on managing it 
responsibilities, for which they are accountable to the ratepayers and 
residents.” 
 
NPRAG does not support Council partaking in this visioning activity and 
notes that other private and government organisations should be 
undertaking their own activities and not Local Government.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level aspirational vision document intended to 
position Parramatta as a global city, and it acknowledges that further detailed 
planning is required to advance implementation of the vision. 
 
 

“…Extraneous activities such as Regional Councils and power structures 
and creating a Global Parramatta does little to nothing for the residents of 
Parramatta and Western Sydney. There are other organisations and 
structures available now (which the Council has Failed to tap into).” 
 

Comments noted, no change proposed.  

NPRAG felt that the statements regarding the “River City” are hyperbole 
and directed attention to recent decision of Councillors to approve a 
significant development in Phillip Street which was perceived to be in 
opposition to the preservation of the Upper Parramatta River area.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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NPRAG notes that draft Parramatta 2050 does not address the very 
significant colonial and heritage assets.  

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 
 
Council officers have updated the introductory section of draft Parramatta 2050 
to strengthen recognition of Parramatta’s significant colonial and heritage 
assets.  

NPRAG comments that the suggestions for Silverwater and Rosehill-
Camellia are ‘nonsensical” and that they appear to have been prepared 
with little consideration of the facts and current challenges and usage.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

NPRAG recommend that Council strongly advocate to the NSW 
Government to transfer the Sydney Olympic Park area, to be directly 
under its control by including it with the Parramatta LGA. 

Comments noted. 
 
Council officers have revised the text in the enable ‘Nation leading governance’ 
to instead read “…the proposed Act must improve governance and streamline 
decision-making across the City, including for Sydney Olympic Park and 
Parramatta Park, which are not managed by Council. This could include 
centralising responsibilities with Council or improving collaborative governance 
to manage assets across the city in a more integrated way.” 

NRPAG raises multiple concerns regarding clarity and transparency of 
ongoing evaluation and monitoring of draft Parramatta 2050.  

Comments noted. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level aspirational vision document intended to 
position Parramatta as a global city.  
Action planning, evaluation, and monitoring cannot proceed until the long term 
direction for the city has been agreed. For this reason, Council has exhibited 
draft Parramatta 2050 to ensure it clearly understands the prospectives of the 
community and a range of stakeholders, and then should Council endorse it 
further information will be made available on Council’s website about the next 
steps for this work, ensuring that all community members can stay up to date 
with progress.  

NPRAG questioned the validity of the jobs ratio of 1 job for 1.5 residents.  Developing benchmarks to better understand current and future provision of 
jobs is a commonly accepted planning methodology.  
 
While benchmarking cannot be considered in isolation, the employment ratio of 
1 job for every 1.5 residents approximately reflects the current ratio of jobs to 
local residents in the City of Parramatta LGA. The rationale for this is clearly 
explained in the Game Changer "Western Sydney's Jobs Engine", and rests on 
the critical imperative to advocate for no further loss of local jobs for Parramatta 
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residents by 2050, to ensure that as our population grows, our community will 
not lose ground in terms of local jobs opportunities.  

NPRAG does not believe that draft Parramatta 2050 is fit for purpose and 
caution that this document could have “significant and detrimental 
impacts upon the community of Parramatta and NSW generally.”  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Organisation 
submission #28 
 
Floodplain 
Management 
Australia  

Floodplain Management Australia (FMA) commends the City of 
Parramatta for developing a policy to provide guidance for the growth, 
change and management of the City, that acknowledges the need for 
ongoing “innovative approaches to flood management.” (pg. 22).  
 
FMA sees this as an important platform to ensure that the management 
and development of the City’s floodplains remains sustainable into the 
future.  

Comments noted, no change proposed.  

As recognised in draft Parramatta 2050, the Parramatta River and its 
tributaries have provided a focus for living and working in the “River City” 
for many years. The significance includes linkages to First Nation people, 
ecological values, recreational and amenity qualities, and transport. 
Future development expectations are also alluded to in draft Parramatta 
2050 for areas such as Camellia-Rosehill, Silverwater and the Parramatta 
CBD itself. The development of these areas, and the floodplains of the 
Parramatta LGA overall, will need to ensure that flood risks are identified 
and appropriately managed. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

A balance needs to be struck between the positive attributes of the river 
and the risks of associated flooding, when setting a course for how the 
floodplain of the river will be managed and developed into the future. We 
see draft Parramatta 2050 as an important policy platform to establish the 
principles necessary to provide the required balance. 
 
Noted that City of Parramatta has prepared several flood studies which 
have identified the significant flood risks associated with the use and 
development of the floodplains of Parramatta River and tributaries.  
 
Attached the ‘Flood Risk Management Manual’ and the consideration of 
climate change flood risk in land use planning.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Recommended that draft Parramatta 2050 include a commitment to: 
• Providing for the management of flood risks to life, property and 

public infrastructure.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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• Policies and practices recommended by the Manual when making 
future decisions on the management and development of the 
floodplains of the City.  

• Applying a risk based approach that reflects a graded level of control 
dependent on the vulnerability of different land uses and the degree 
of hazard identified for different floodplains and different parts of a 
floodplain.  

• Factoring in climate change considerations. 
• Investment in mitigation and management of flood risks.  

Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city.  
 
The document acknowledges matters relating to climate change and flood 
management. 
 
Council has a detailed flood management framework where issues raised in 
this submission are addressed. 
 

Organisational 
submission #29 
 
Western Sydney 
University  

Recommended the proposed Model City District of Camellia-Rosehill be 
expanded to include nearby Rydalmere, including Western Sydney 
University’s Parramatta South Campus. 

Comment noted, no change proposed. 
 
The Districts are not proposed to be expanded in scope, however the 
opportunity presented by the proximity of Camellia-Rosehill to education 
precincts including at Rydalmere is referenced in the Camellia-Rosehill District 
page. 

Recommended for Council to investigate the concept of ‘innovation 
districts’, particularly for the redevelopment of Silverwater. 

Council officers have updated draft Parramatta 2050 to include more of a focus 
on innovation, including in the ‘Accelerate’ strategic direction. Innovation is 
critical to a global city, and this is recognised throughout the draft document. 
 
Council officers have updated the ‘Global Parramatta’ copy to include a 
statement about the names of the Districts amplifying their key strengths and 
highlighting their point of difference, but they are not mutually exclusive. 
Opportunities for innovation will be seized across all five Districts. 

Suggest that WSU's Indigenous Centre for Excellence be acknowledged 
as a leading institution for Parramatta to grow and sustain partnerships 
and engagement with First Nations. 

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘A world leader in First 
Nations partnerships’ to recognise the Indigenous Centre of Excellence at 
Western Sydney University. 

Western Sydney University believe that Council should be more 
ambitious with its job target and aim for 124 jobs for every 100 workers on 
par with the rest of Sydney 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
The employment ratio of 1 job for every 1.5 residents approximately reflects the 
current ratio of jobs to local residents in the City of Parramatta LGA and 
presents a jobs target more ambitious than previous jobs planning for 
Parramatta. 
 
The rationale for this is clearly explained in the Game Changer "Western 
Sydney's Jobs Engine", and rests on the critical imperative to advocate for no 
further loss of local jobs for Parramatta residents by 2050, to ensure that as our 
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population grows, our community will not lose ground in terms of local jobs 
opportunities. 
 
Pending its approval, monitoring of draft Parramatta 2050 will allow Council 
officers to review the jobs target if it is determined that progress is being made 
to achieve this target. 
 

Parramatta has the potential to become a powerhouse within the Creative 
Economy by: 
 

• Fostering Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Establishing innovation 
hubs and creative incubators that support startups and entrepreneurs 
in the arts and creative industries. 

• Facilitating Collaborations: Encouraging partnerships between artists, 
tech companies, and other industries to create interdisciplinary 
projects that push the boundaries of traditional art forms. 

• Promoting Cultural Tourism: Developing strategic marketing 
campaigns to attract tourists, positioning Parramatta as a must-visit 
destination for cultural experiences. 

Council officers have updated draft Parramatta 2050 to include more of a focus 
on innovation, including in the ‘Accelerate’ strategic direction.  
 
Council officers have also updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of 
creativity’ to become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has 
been introduced to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage 
tourism. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level aspirational vision document intended to 
position Parramatta as a global city. The purpose of draft Parramatta 2050 is to 
agree a long term direction for the future city, and it does not discuss specific 
actions. 
 

Parramatta can enhance its support for small to medium arts 
organisations by: 

• Providing Financial Support: Offering grants, subsidies, and financial 
incentives tailored to the needs of small to medium arts organisations 
and artists. 

• Creating Affordable Spaces: Ensuring access to affordable rehearsal, 
performance, production and exhibition spaces to foster artistic 
expression and community engagement. 

• Building Networks: Facilitating networking opportunities that connect 
small to medium arts organisations with larger institutions, sponsors, 
and potential collaborators. 

Comments noted, no changes proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level aspirational vision document intended to 
position Parramatta as a global city. The purpose of draft Parramatta 2050 is to 
agree a long term direction for the future city, and it does not discuss specific 
actions. 

To build a sustainable creative future, it is crucial to invest in education 
that equips young people with the necessary skills for tomorrow's creative 
economy. Parramatta should focus on: 

• Establishing Local Art Institutions: Developing/partnering with tertiary 
institutions that specialise in visual and performing arts, ensuring that 

Comments noted. 
 
Through the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’ draft 
Parramatta 2050 advocates for fine arts degrees in our university sector to 
support the local creative economy. 
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students have access to high-quality education within their 
community. 

• Promoting Industry Integration: Supporting programs that integrate 
students with local arts organisations and industry professionals, 
providing practical experience, training and fostering career 
pathways. 

Council officers have also included a new statement at the end of this Game 
Changer “By 2050…” which reinforces access to education: “with access to 
affordable practice and performance spaces and creative educational 
offerings.” 
 

Western Sydney University also provided minor suggestions for 
rewording.  

Noted. 

Organisational 
submission #30 
 
Billbergia Group and 
Keylan Consulting 
Pty Ltd on behalf of 
Billbergia Group 

Billbergia indicates their support for draft Parramatta 2050 and specific 
support for the jobs, creativity, festivals, sports and entertainment, and 
transport connections components of the document. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 presents a significant opportunity to facilitate 
development that aligns with the strategic intent of the Camellia-Rosehill 
Place Strategy, in a manner that better suits the future needs of the LGA 
by addressing the evident shortage of housing and services in the locality 
and more broadly, Greater Sydney. 
 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. 
 

Billbergia is broadly supportive of ‘The Model City’ in Camellia-Rosehill.  
 
Billbergia acknowledges that this District will require the highest level of 
collaboration between government and private sector, along with the best 
international expertise to crystallise a broader vision.  
 
Recommend that core policy positions for jobs and housing targets in 
Camellia should be driven by a Masterplan and considered holistically 
across ‘Global Parramatta’s’ five Districts, aligning with Greater Sydney’s 
need for housing and jobs over the next 25 years.  

Comments noted.  
 
Council agrees that collaboration, including a new governance model, is 
necessary to realise the vision of draft Parramatta 2050 and this is discussed in 
‘Nation-leading governance’ which addresses the need for coordinated regional 
planning and governance, and partnerships. 
 

Noted support for regional open space in Camellia-Rosehill highlighting 
that 1.5km of the Parramatta River could be unlocked for public access 
for the first time in a century, and connect the Western Sydney University 
(WSU), but recommended further consideration for the timing and 
locations of the open space.  
 
Recommended consultation with landowners for decision-making on open 
space provision.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the ‘Model City District’ will 
be considered in future prospectuses. 
 
Council notes that any future directions should be developed in consultation 
with landowners within this District. 



41 

 

General support for the key move of securing long-term employment 
prospects for Camellia-Rosehill, subject to further analysis.  
 
“It is imperative that the while the strategic planning for the Precinct is 
being prepared, which could take a number of years, that it does not 
preclude or restrict development that is consistent with the existing 
statutory framework.” 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. It is not the role of this document to consider or 
unlock specific development opportunities. Further detail regarding the ‘Model 
City District’ will be considered in future prospectuses. 

Noted that the Camellia precinct offers unrivalled scope for catalytic, 
large-scale remediation and the urban renewal of what is currently an 
underutilised and contaminated industrial precinct. Support for 
environmental remediation and green infrastructure at Camellia-Rosehill, 
given the significant contamination status of the site and surrounds.  
 
However, draft Parramatta 2050 does not include any direction of future 
remediation and green infrastructure requirements for the District. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the ‘Model City District’ will 
be considered in future prospectuses. 
 
Council notes that any future directions should be developed in consultation 
with landowners within this District. 

Support for the establishment of a proposed governance structure, such 
as the City of Parramatta Act, with coordinated planning and 
infrastructure decision making for Camellia. 
 
Noted that this would require ongoing collaboration between State and 
Local government and would benefit from the strategic input of major 
landholders and other stakeholders.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the enabler ‘Nation leading 
governance’ and the proposed City of Parramatta Act will be considered in 
future prospectuses.  

Billbergia are committed to working with City of Parramatta on the 
important opportunities that the draft vision provides. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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Organisational 
submission #31 
 
Keylan Consulting 
Pty Ltd on behalf of 
Sonasari Pty Ltd 

Sonasari Pty Ltd (Sonasari) acknowledges the importance of protecting 
the employment and economic functions of Silverwater and offers the 
following comments: 

• Notes that draft Parramatta 2050 fails to identify the range of 
alternate land uses (other than industrial) which are fundamental 
in supporting economic functions of Silverwater and the broader 
Parramatta LGA.  

• Recommended that draft Parramatta 2050 be updated to ensure 
consistency with Council’s existing strategic plans. 

• Support for the future proofed metro station at Silverwater: 
 

“…The operation of a Metro will facilitate the expansion of 
Silverwater, contributing to its future role as a key economic 
pillar for Parramatta and for all of Sydney.” 

 
However, noted it appears a missed opportunity to deliver a 
range of land uses, including commercial and residential uses. 
This appears contrary to the State Government’s recent land use 
planning approaches, which aim to provide mixed use and 
residential development around transport and well located areas. 

• Support for the reimagining of Silverwater Gaol, given that it has 
potential to provide significant benefits for the local community.  

• Noted that any future master planning for Silverwater Gaol 
should be undertaken in consultation with landowners in the 
precinct and the wider community. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the ‘Future Jobs District’ 
will be considered in future prospectuses 

Recommends that Council consider the incorporation of fast bus services 
running north-south from Carlingford to Auburn, to fill the gap while 
waiting for key transport infrastructure.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the ‘Connections to the 
world’ will be considered in future prospectuses. 
 
The Game Changer ‘Connections to the world’ already mentions the role of bus 
routes as follows. Short-term solutions like rapid bus transit and enhanced bus 
services will also be explored as interim measures until more extensive 
infrastructure projects can be actualised. 
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Organisational 
submission #32 
 
Cricket NSW 

Cricket NSW commends Council for its comprehensive vision and 
strategic approach to transforming Parramatta into a thriving, dynamic, 
and inclusive city. Cricket NSW looks forward to collaborating with 
Council and other stakeholders to realise this vision. 
Cricket NSW: 

• supports focus areas of Silverwater and SOP as this aligns with 
their goals for Cricket Central.  

• supports the strategic focus on Silverwater, particular its 
designation as a ‘Future Jobs District’. 

• supports future proofing Silverwater with Metro infrastructure 
that supports target industries across advanced manufacturing, 
biomedical, creative, and innovation sectors. 

• supports vision to reimagine Silverwater Gaol and recognises its 
potential to contribute to infrastructure and employment futures.  

• advocates for the expansion of adjacent parklands to extend 
open space, recreation and sporting options, and proposes that 
part of the site be repurposed for active recreation. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Acknowledges that the lack of turf facilities in the City of Parramatta LGA 
does not meet the needs of current participants. Noted that enhanced 
multipurpose grounds will also support diverse sporting activities and 
events.  
 
Noted that Sydney Olympic Park, designated as the ‘Celebration District’ 
is well placed to host major cultural and sporting events.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is our high-level vision to position Parramatta as a global 
city. Detailed actions to address community infrastructure in Parramatta are 
contained within Council’s Community Infrastructure Strategy and Community 
Strategic Plan.  
 

Cricket NSW strongly encourages Council to invest in repurposing 
contaminated land within Silverwater and Sydney Olympic Park. This will 
address environmental concerns and also create new parcels of land for 
sports and recreation, housing and employment hubs for the community.  

Comments noted.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 already acknowledges the importance of regeneration in 
‘The Model City District’. 
 
Council officers have expanded on the Game Changer ‘an unrivalled river city’ 
to include a key relating to climate action, resilience and regeneration to 
emphasise the importance of regeneration.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Further detail regarding the Game Changer ‘an 
unrivalled river city’ will be considered in future prospectuses.  

Cricket NSW is committed to empowering women in sports.  
 
Cricket NSW advocates for continued investment in facilities and 
programs that support female athletes, coaches and officials. 

Council officers have updated the key move under the Game Changer ‘Home of 
Festivals, Sports and Entertainment’ to reflect that Parramatta continues to 
empower women in sports, in recognition that Parramatta already plays a 
significant role in this space. 
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Ensuring that the Cricket Central is integrated within the overall vision of 
the Silverwater precinct will help nurture the next generation of female 
cricket stars. 

Cricket NSW recommends activation of Engie Stadium as the second 
biggest events hub in Sydney and also to leverage Cricket’s global 
nature, to position Parramatta as an international sports destination, 
attracting tourist and boosting the local economy. 

Comments noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 already acknowledges the importance of leverage sports 
in positioning Parramatta as a global city.  

Organisational 
submission #33 
 
Parramatta Eels 

Indicates support for draft Parramatta 2050, particularly its emphasis on 
establishing our city as the home of festivals, sports and entertainment.  
 

• “The 2050 vision strategy reflects the essence of what 
Parramatta has always strived to be – a centre of cultural and 
recreational excellence.” 

• Sees the potential of 2050 vision strategy to make Parramatta a 
premier destination for both residents and visitors 

• Excited to partner with the City of Parramatta - “Reaffirm our 
unwavering support for the 2050 vision strategy and our 
commitment to playing an active role in its implementation.” 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Organisational 
submission #34 
 
Committee for 
Sydney 

Committee for Sydney (CFS) indicates strong support for draft Parramatta 
2050: 
 

• “This strategy outlines a comprehensive and ambitious roadmap 
for the future development of Parramatta, and we comment the 
council’s dedication to creating a vibrant, inclusive and globally 
recognised city.” 

• Focus on key precincts (Districts) is an effective way to 
recognise the comparative strengths of parts of the LGA. 

• Supported connection of the Districts via the Metro 
• Parramatta’s role as a global city is crucial in bringing together 

the diverse community of the LGA and serving as a hub of 
cultural exchange and economic activity. 

• Draft Parramatta 2050 outlines a vision that leverages 
Parramatta’s centrality in Sydney to enhance its role as a 
dynamic and influential global city. 

• Support for Parramatta positioning itself as a city with creative 
culture at its heart, including adding contemporary art, live music 
and nightlife venues to the ambitious work already underway. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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• Support for ‘Parramatta International’ as a significant step 
forward in enhancing the city’s global connections  

• Supports the River Rail project, which connects Norwest to 
Miranda via Parramatta, Bankstown, Hurstville and Kogarah, 
noting it will greatly enhance then north-south connectivity in 
Sydney. CFS urges Council to prioritise this initiative. 

Organisation 
submission #35 
 
Destination NSW 

Destination NSW recommends that that the visitor economy be 
acknowledged as an aligned growth opportunity for Parramatta that can 
be realised through direct and indirect efforts.   
 
Recommends that Council consider identifying the visitor economy as an 
important sector that will support the region to reach its full potential. This 
includes in planning for the future expansion and activation of the 
Headquarters District and Celebration District.  
 
In line with Council’s vision for the growth of higher education sector in 
the city, the Plan might identify the related opportunity to grow the local 
visitor economy and work with businesses to meet the expectations and 
requirements of this important market. 

Comment noted. 
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 
 
Council officers have updated the introductory section of draft Parramatta 2050 
to strengthen recognition of Parramatta’s significant colonial and heritage. 
 
‘The home of festivals, sports and entertainment’ focuses on the visitor 
economy. 
 

Destination NSW commends Council’s commitment to develop a long-
term plan in Parramatta 2050 that focuses on developing Parramatta as 
an ‘epicentre of creativity’ and the ‘home of festivals, sports and 
entertainment’. This ambition aligns with and supports several NSW 
Government policy priorities and Destination NSW’s ongoing commitment 
to grow the state’s visitor economy. 
 
Destination NSW fully supports Council’s commitment to continuing to 
develop First Nations partnerships. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Recommends that Council consider how NSW Government programs 
and support can be further leveraged such as Parramatta CBD’s Purple 
Flag accreditation and the heritage listing of landmark sites in the future.  

Council officers have included a new page dedicated to the ‘Headquarters 
District’ with a dedicated key move that provides further information about ‘A 
24-hour cultural and creative economy’. 
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of creativity’ to 
become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has been introduced 
to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage tourism. 
 
Further detail regarding specific actions can be considered in future 
prospectuses and/or Council’s other strategic documents and action plans. 
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Destination NSW supports the classification of Parramatta and Sydney 
Olympic Park as ‘the home of sports, festivals and entertainment’.  
 
Recommends that Council consider how it can amplify the benefits of 
leisure and business event visitors by extending visitor length of stay or 
driving repeat visitation through placemaking, service provision and 
programming.  

Comment noted, no change proposed.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document. This level 
of detail can be considered in future prospectuses and/or Council’s other 
strategic documents and action plans, including the future Visitor Economy 
Strategy. 

Notes that draft Parramatta 2050 does not highlight in detail the City’s 
ambition relating to sustainability and access and inclusion.  
 
 

Recommendations partially supported.  
 
Council officers have included a new key move in ‘An unrivalled river city’ that 
more specially focus on climate action, regeneration and resilience. This key 
move identifies that in alignment with the United Nations’ Paris Agreement, 
Council has set a target for our City to achieve a 75% reduction in emissions 
compared to 2016-2017 levels by 2038.  
 
Council has a range of plans and programs currently underway that address 
these issues, including the Social Sustainability Strategy 2023-2033, draft 
Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2023-32, Parramatta Bike Plan 2024, 
Sydney’s New Central River Parklands vision 2024. Work is also progressing 
towards the delivery of a new Integrated Heritage Strategy, as well as a new 
Destination Management Plan. 

Council might also consider a strategic plan to promote, develop and 
evolve experiences. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Council has a range of plans and programs currently underway that address 
these issues, including the forthcoming draft Cultural Strategy and the 
Community Strategic Plan. Work is also progressing towards the delivery of a 
new Integrated Heritage Strategy, as well as a new Destination Management 
Plan 

Destination NSW facilitates a Greater Sydney local government visitor 
economy engagement program which provides the opportunity for 
councils to network and learn from each other. We encourage Council to 
continue participating in this program.  
 
Destination NSW looks forward to continuing to work together to realise 
the vision for draft Parramatta 2050.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Organisation 
submission #36 
 

Transport for NSW indicates that Draft Parramatta 2050 outlines 
numerous visionary transport connections which would require significant 
state funding and delivery.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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Planning and 
Programs, Transport 
for NSW 

City of Parramatta should not underestimate that value of transport 
connections and improvements which are within their control for delivery 
including improved walking and cycling facilities, as well as improved bus 
shelters. 

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers note the importance of active transport underpinning public 
transport. Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river 
city’ to include a key move that addresses active transport, including walking 
and cycling - ‘Active transport worthy of a global city’.  

Providing a network of dedicated cycling infrastructure across the LGA 
would increase City of Parramatta’s global appeal as well as provide 
existing and future residents improved mobility options.  

Comments noted, no change proposed.  
 
Council has a range of plans and programs currently underway that address 
these issues, including the draft Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2023-32, 
Parramatta Bike Plan 2024, Sydney’s New Central River Parklands vision 2024.  

Organisation 
submission #37 
 
James Hardie 
Australia 

James Hardie Australia were supportive of draft Parramatta 2050:  
 

• Support for the commitment of maintaining the local jobs density 
of 1 job per 1.5 residents 

• Indicated that draft Parramatta 2050 is closely aligned with 
James Hardie’s vision for the future based on quality jobs, 
prioritisation of global best practices and innovation and enabling 
the continued manufacturing of durable, resilient and affordable 
building products. 

• Acknowledge that they have renewed their partnership with the 
Parramatta Eels and that this partnership is focused on bringing 
the community together through a range of initiatives. 

• James Hardie indicated that they look forward collaborating on 
the future of Parramatta 2050. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

James Hardie Australia proposes to upgrade and expand the Rosehill 
Facility in the near future, to increase manufacturing capacity to meet 
anticipated demand. 
 
“…Our expansion plans for the Rosehill Facility will result in the creation 
of more jobs, both in the construction phase and as part of, or supporting, 
our manufacturing operations into the future. Our plans therefore connect 
directly with the draft Parramatta 2050 vision by supporting the “game 
changer” vision for Western Sydney jobs engine.” 
 
James Hardie Australia emphasized that while their continued operations 
on this land may be different in nature to those of new businesses 
envisaged to move into this area, that they can contribute to the 
furtherance of the goals and values of draft Parramatta 2050, including 
the strategic directions of ‘Gather’, ‘Create’ and ‘Accelerate’. 

Comment noted, no changes proposed.  
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Organisation 
submission #38 
 
Sydney Olympic Park 
Business Association  

Sydney Olympic Park Business Association (SOPBA) congratulates 
Council on its ambitions strategic vision and indicated their support for 
much of what it contains.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

SOPBA recommended that ‘Global Parramatta’ would be better phrased 
as Greater Parramatta, which would make it more inclusive of all the 
geographical locations and people of the LGA, while still having a local 
focus. Noted that a City Council should be primarily focused on their LGA.  

Comments noted. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 introduces ‘Global Parramatta’, which includes five 
Districts spanning from Westmead to Sydney Olympic Park, where the key 
global opportunities for our City will be concentrated.  
 
Council officers have added in a new page dedicated to ‘our Districts and 
neighbourhoods’ which demonstrates how the benefits of draft Parramatta 2050 
will extend beyond the five Districts of ‘Global Parramatta’, to our 
neighbourhoods, Greater Sydney and beyond.  
 
Council officers have also included a new statement at the end of each Game 
Changer “By 2050…” to demonstrate the impact that each Game Changer will 
have on the local community by 2050.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is also supported by a range of Council plans and 
strategies. Council’s Community Strategic Plan is responsible for translating 
these global aspirations into local outcomes and priorities.  

Suggested that naming Sydney Olympic Park the ‘Celebration District’ is 
limiting to how Sydney Olympic Park is perceived. Acknowledged the 
many attributes of Sydney Olympic Park, including its educational 
institutes and the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW. 

Comments noted.  
 
Council officers have updated the ‘Global Parramatta’ and ‘Accelerate’ copy to 
include a statement about the names of the Districts amplifying their key 
strengths and highlighting their point of difference, but they are not mutually 
exclusive. Council officers have also added copy that specifies that each 
District will still function as a standalone District in its own right. 
 
Council officers have included a new page that focuses on the Celebration 
District at Sydney Olympic Park and provides more detail about its potential 
future and points of difference within ‘Global Parramatta’. 

Acknowledged that Parramatta is already well connected to the Sydney 
Airport, especially given particular roadways (M4 & M8), and that this 
hasn’t been captured in the document.  

Comments noted, the focus of Parra 2050 is an advocacy program on future 
transport investment rather than a focus on existing networks no change 
proposed. 

Organisation 
submission #39 
 
Urbis  

Urbis commends Council for setting forth a vision of Parramatta as a 
global city in 2050. 
 
”This is the right time to be bold and inspire sustainable growth. The 
preparation of a plan and the Council communication with the community, 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
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governments at all levels and industry are as important as the plan itself. 
It is appreciated that Council does not have the hard facts about what will 
eventuate in 2050, as what is predicted will not necessarily materialise. 
The importance of having a long-term strategic vision for a city can not be 
understated” 

Highlighted a number of key factors based on what a successful city 
vision looks like, including: 

• Tailored approach. 
• Focus on the purpose note the details.  
• Establishing trust and alignment by being clear about what 

influence the community and stakeholders will have and how 
long change will take.  

• Make it interesting and imaginative.  
• Focus on the issues that matter to the community.  
• Measure success.  
• Good governance delivers results.  

 
Urbis acknowledges that draft Parramatta 2050 delivers on many of these 
factors, in terms of:  

• Building from a position of strength that Parramatta giving 
recognition to a diverse community, the natural environment and 
employment sectors.  

• A global city vision, recognising there are many steps and 
agencies of change required to support the strategic vison. 

• Identifying future opportunities. 
• Parramatta 2050 identifies three governance enablers. 
• Council has identities the next steps in the implementation of 

Parramatta 2050.  
 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 

Recommended that Council find other ways to better integrate the 
Districts with one another, beyond the Metro:  
 
Recommendations included: 

• Highlighting improved pedestrian and cycling infrastructure.  
• Further emphasise the Parramatta River as a key connector of 

the five Districts.  

Recommendation supported.  
 
Council officers have updated the Game Changer ‘An unrivalled river city’ to 
include a key move that addresses active transport, including walking and 
cycling - ‘active transport worthy of a global city’.  
 
Council officers have emphasised the treatment of the Parramatta River 
throughout the document, including in the ‘Global Parramatta’ diagram. This 
has included extending the treatment of the diagram to include the Parramatta 
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River’s creeks and tributaries as well as proving a specific ‘call-out’ to the River 
as an important connector and identified of our City. 

Recommended that Council make clear how the success of the 
aspirations outlined in each of the Game Changers would be measured.  

Comments noted.  
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level aspirational vision document intended to 
position Parramatta as a global city. The purpose of draft Parramatta 2050 is to 
agree a long-term direction for the future city, which needs to be consulted on 
before further work on action planning and evaluation can commence.  
 
Should Council endorse draft Parramatta 2050, further information will be made 
available on Council’s website about the next steps for this work, ensuring that 
all community members can stay up to date with progress. As outlined on the 
‘Implementation page’ it is Council’s intention, should this work be endorsed by 
Council, to develop a robust Evaluation Framework to support the 
measurement of Parramatta’s journey towards 2050. 
 
Council officers note that to ensure the effectiveness of the Game Changers, a 
comprehensive evaluation system, including both qualitative and quantitative 
measures, could be created. Council officers also note that this could be done 
in a creative and imaginative way, and also build community alignment around 
Parramatta 2050.  

Recommended that there be further explanation of what the 24-hour 
precinct within the City’s broad context is. Recommended including 
commentary about safety and the importance of activating night time 
businesses.  

Recommendation supported. 
 
Council officers have included a new page dedicated to the ‘Headquarters 
District’ with a dedicated key move that provides further information about ‘A 
24-hour cultural and creative economy’.  

Acknowledged that there is a lack of benchmarking studies or examples 
within the strategy. Recommended that Council look at other cities of a 
similar scale/nature within a national or global context, which Council can 
use to understand what success looks like and inform next steps of 
implementation.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
In preparing draft Parramatta 2050, Council prepared a comprehensive 
Research and Evidence base that included analysis of comparable 
benchmarking examples. A summary of this work was included in the 
attachment to the Council Report dated 13 May 2024. 

Recommended that draft Parramatta 2050 include links to themes such 
as a reduction of carbon footprint, net zero emissions and sustainability.  

Recommendation supported.  
Council officers have included a new key move in ‘An unrivalled river city’ that 
more specially focus on climate action, regeneration and resilience. This key 
move identifies that in alignment with the United Nations’ Paris Agreement, 
Council has set a target for our City to achieve a 75% reduction in emissions 
compared to 2016-2017 levels by 2038.  



51 

 

Organisation 
submission #40 
 
High Speed Rail 
Authority 

HSRA is developing a business case for high speed rail from Sydney to 
Newcastle and recognises the transformative potential of a stop in 
Parramatta. Business case will explore opportunities for housing, regional 
connectivity, creating jobs and boosting productivity, and supporting 
environmental outcomes. 
 
Parramatta has been identified as a potential station location through 
early planning and the Authority will commence engagement in the 
coming months. 
 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 

Organisation 
submission #41 
 
Sydney Water 

General support for draft Parramatta 2050. 
• Expressed support for the ‘Game Changers’ and noted that 

there are a number of opportunities for Council and Sydney 
Water to partner.  

• Supportive of Council’s position to become a leader in the First 
Nation partnerships. Sydney Water noted their key role in 
protecting the waterways requires partnerships with the Dharug 
community. 

• Offered support to Council to realise the ‘unrivaled river city’ 
aspiration as the lead agency overseeing the ‘DUBA, BUDU, 
BARRA: Ten Steps to a Living River – the Parramatta River 
Masterplan’ and a key owner of water assets.  

• Noted Milson Park as a great example and welcomed Council’s 
collaboration on similar initiatives. 

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
 

Highly supportive of the future opportunity to make Camellia-Rosehill a 
‘Model City’. Sydney Water recommend consideration of associated 
industries in the precinct such as biorefinery of organic waste and biofuel 
production, as well as co-locating water intensive industries to utilise 
recycled water.  

Comments noted, no change proposed.  
 
Should Council endorse draft Parramatta 2050, recommendations will be 
considered in further detail during development of specific plans related to 
projects.  

Noted support for strong governance and are interested to learn more 
about the City of Parramatta Act proposal. Acknowledged existing 
partnerships with Council to pilot the Blue Green Index to understand how 
planning reforms can improve outcomes for the River and the community. 
Requested support to roll out recommendations to the broader LGA.  

Comments noted, no change proposed. 
 
Draft Parramatta 2050 is a high-level, aspirational vision document to position 
Parramatta as a global city. Should Council endorse draft Parramatta 2050, 
further detail will be determined through specific plans related to projects.   
 

Organisation 
submission #42 
 
Property and 
Development NSW 

Additional consideration for the mixed-use of the North Parramatta 
precinct, with arts, culture and storytelling embedded in the precinct.  
 
Provided an attachment with markups to the draft Parramatta 2050 pdf 
that focused on including cultural and creative uses in the Westmead and 

Comments noted. Council has included new content which addresses the role 
of creative and cultural infrastructure and functions in Westmead and North 
Parramatta in facilitating a mixed-use precinct, beyond adaptive reuse. 
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North Parramatta District and changing the tagline to something like 
‘Grow your story’. 

Council officers have also updated the Game Changer ‘The epicentre of 
creativity’ to become ‘The epicentre of culture & creativity’. A key move has 
been introduced to this Game Changer which focuses on cultural and heritage 
tourism including in Parramatta North. 
 
Comment regarding the tagline noted, no change proposed. 

Supportive of and reinforced Council’s position to build meaningful 
partnerships with First Nations people. Noted the benefits already seen at 
Parramatta North and provided some specific comments on language 
around First Nations concepts in the draft document.  

Comments noted.  
 
The language used in Parramatta 2050 is consistent with Council’s endorsed 
First Nations Strategy.  

Other supportive comments included: 
• Supportive of the importance of jobs. 
• Suggested that Parramatta North’s diversity of opportunities can 

support increased employment.  
• Recognised Parramatta’s unique position and supports the 

ambition of Parramatta 2050 to become an unrivalled river city. 
• Noted the importance of collaborative governance from all levels 

and coordinated infrastructure delivery to meeting the 
aspirations of Parramatta 2050. 

Comments noted, no changes proposed.  

Organisation 
submission #43 
 
Baramadagal Dharug 
Tribal Governing 
Council 

Indicated support for draft Parramatta 2050, endorsing it in principle and 
sharing the objective of becoming the first globally recognised sustainable 
city in the nation’s history.  

Comments noted, no changes proposed. 

 


