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GREEN 

ITEM NUMBER 10.1 

SUBJECT North Rocks Park Precinct Masterplan 

REFERENCE F2017/01213 - D06425438 

REPORT OF Acting Service Manager Open Space and Natural Resources          
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To recommend that Council adopts the North Rocks Park Precinct Masterplan 
incorporating amendments recommended in response to the submissions received 
during the public exhibition period. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council adopts the North Rocks Park Precinct Masterplan as amended 

in response to submissions received during the recent public exhibition. 
 
(b) That copies of the adopted North Rocks Park Precinct Masterplan be made 

available to the public at the City of Parramatta Library, Carlingford Branch 
Library and on Councilôs website. 
 

(c)  That Council notes the information concerning approaches for a future 
Carlingford library and receives a further report on specific options in 2019 for 
consideration.  
 

(d) Further, that all those who provided submissions during the public exhibition 
period be advised of Councilôs decision and thanked for their contribution to 
the development of the Masterplan. 

 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
1. A Masterplan has been prepared for North Rocks Park and John Wearn 

Reserve in Carlingford, referred to as the North Rocks Precinct. North Rocks 
Park comprises 7.4 hectares located on the corner of North Rocks Road and 
Farnell Avenue, with the adjacent 2.4 hectare John Wearn Reserve located at 
the corner of Farnell Avenue and Balaka Drive.  

2. North Rocks Park is an important community asset that functions as a district 
level facility with multiple elements that provide for a range of community and 
recreational uses. It includes a Senior Citizens Centre, North Rocks Tennis 
Complex, Don Moore Community Centre, sportsground, large playground as 
well as a significant patch of Blue Gum High Forest Critically Endangered 
Ecological Community. A new preschool has also recently been constructed 
within the park by the City of Parramatta Council (Council). 

3. John Wearn is also a high profile park with a wide range of facilities catering for 
a diversity of ages. It is a key passive recreational area containing BBQ and 
picnic areas, circuit bike/walking tracks, an enclosed playground, 
basketball/netball practice hoops, covered stage and the Council operated 
North Rocks Child Care Centre.     
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4. North Rocks Park and John Wearn Reserve are situated within the North Rocks 
Ward, State Electoral District of Baulkham Hills and the Federal Electoral 
Division of Parramatta. Prior to Council amalgamations both sites were located 
within The Hills Shire Local Government Area (LGA).  

5. This project is being undertaken as part of the Major Projects component of the 
NSW Governmentôs Stronger Communities Fund (SCF). The NSW Government 
SCF provides councils with funding to kick-start the delivery of projects that 
improve community infrastructure and services.  

6. The proposal to upgrade North Rocks Park was submitted as part of Councilôs 
SCF allocation process. Council and the SCF Assessment Panel have 
endorsed funding of $2.5 Million for this project. 

7. It is understood that The Hills Council had an unfunded commitment to 
demolish the existing Don Moore Centre and deliver a new community centre 
on the site. This was proposed to be funded by the sale of the existing 
Carlingford Library, which would then be relocated and incorporated into the 
new facility in North Rocks Park. 

8. Carlingford Library is located at the junction of Lloyds Avenue and Boundary 
Road in Carlingford. It is a small branch library that is used by 12-14 thousand 
people per month and was formerly operated by Hills Shire Council. However, 
the library is now within the City of Parramatta LGA following the May 2016 
local government boundary changes. The library seats 65 people and features 
Wi-Fi and computers facilities as well as providing programs and activities such 
as childrenôs story time.   

9. The draft North Rocks Park Precinct Masterplan was guided by Councils recent 
social infrastructure audit and needs study. This study reviewed existing 
facilities and demographic data to determine the capacity of existing social 
infrastructure to meet the current and future needs of our growing and 
increasingly diverse population. It aims to ensure that that social infrastructure 
is delivered in a strategic manner across the new City of Parramatta LGA. 

 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
10. The Masterplan is a strategic document that will guide works within North 

Rocks Park and John Wearn Reserve for the next 10 ï 15 years. Whilst it 
identifies priority infrastructure to be delivered under the SCF, the Masterplan 
has been designed to provide a broader focus that is to be implemented 
progressively and will require additional future funding.  

11. The vison of the Masterplan is to create a ñMultifunctional District Community 
Hubò co-locating multiple uses and celebrating the precinct as a recreation and 
leisure destination with environmental assets in a bushland setting.  A key 
priority of the Masterplan is to replace the existing ageing separate building 
infrastructure with strategically located multi-use facilities. Key proposed 
improvements are identified on page 30 of the masterplan (refer Attachment 1) 
and include: 

North Rocks Park  

o A new multipurpose community centre and co-located senior citizens 

centre to replace the existing Don Moore Community Centre and Senior 
Citizen Centre buildings; 

o Expanded playground and picnic facilities; 
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o New tennis club house and sports club rooms with amenities; 

o New vehicular access from Farnell Avenue;  

o New parking areas and multi-use courts.  

John Wearn Reserve 

o New playground and picnic areas;  

o New basketball/netball court; 

o Skate park; 

o Exercise stations; 

o Off-leash dog area;  

o Expansion of the council operated early learning centre.  

 
12. The North Rocks Park Precinct Masterplan included a review of the existing 

Carlingford Library when considering a library function for the new multipurpose 
community centre proposed within North Rocks Park. Additional background 
information on the Carlingford Library can be found in Attachment 2. Whilst the 
Masterplan recommends a library link be considered within the new building, it 
has not proposed to relocate the existing Carlingford Branch Library from the 
Carlingford Town Centre. 

 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
13. At the Ordinary Council meeting on the 25 July 2018 Council Resolved to place 

the draft masterplan on public exhibition:  
 

(a) That the draft North Rocks Park Master Plan be placed on public exhibition for 
no less than 28 days, and if the exhibition period coincides with the school 
holidays, then the exhibition should be extended by a period of 7 or 14 days 
accordingly, in the City of Parramatta Library, Carlingford Branch Library, 
Councilôs Customer Service Centre and on Councilôs website. 

(b) That temporary signage be placed at North Rocks Park and John Wearn 
Reserve advising of the public exhibition period and that a community drop in 
session be facilitated on site.  

(c) That detailed design work commence for the implementation of the NSW 
Government Stronger Communities Fund grant that will fund improvement 
works at John Wearn Reserve and floodlighting upgrades to North Rocks Park 
sporting fields.  

(d)  That a report be submitted to Council upon the completion of the public 
exhibition period for consideration and assessment of the public submissions 
and that this report identifies implementation opportunities.  

 
14. In line with the Council resolution the draft Masterplan was placed on public 

exhibition from the 16 July 2018 to the 7 September 2018.  Temporary signage 
was placed at North Rocks Park and John Wearn Reserve, with notification 
letters also distributed to nearby residents. The draft Masterplan was also 
advertised via Councilôs social media channels and placed at the City of 
Parramatta Library and Carlingford Branch Library. 
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15. A community drop-in session was held at the Don Moore Community Centre on 
Wednesday 8 August from 5pm to 7pm. The drop-in session was an informal 
opportunity for the community to view and discuss components of the 
masterplan and provide overall feedback. It was advertised on Councils social 
media, through the local newspaper and via a letterbox drop in the surrounding 
residential area.    

 
16. During the public exhibition period community feedback on the draft masterplan 

was received via five (5) formal submissions and comments received at the 
community drop-in session (refer Attachment 3). The most consistent issues 
raised in the 5 formal submissions related to the location of the:  

o proposed public toilets within John Wearn Reserve;  

o proposed parking arrangements on Balaka Drive for John Wearn Reserve.  

 
17. The drop-in session was attended by 30 participants, with the majority involved 

in previous consultation for the draft masterplan in 2017 and early 2018.  
Participants generally supported the key masterplan components outlined as 
follows:  

In additon, the following feedback was also received at the drop-in session:  

o Overall satisfaction with the project design and staging timeline; 

o Off leash areas, toilets and preservation of bushland were noted by 

participants as their favourite design elements, 

o Over half of all comments made were with regards to vehicular access 

into and around the site. This is consistent with earlier engagement 
and relates to broader traffic related issues.  

o Broad support for a new building to replace the Don Moore Community 

Centre, 

o Concern raised about the proposed car parking off Balaka Drive. 

 
18. The draft Masterplan has been amended to reflect concerns raised by the 

community during the public consultation period. These amendments include: 

o Redesign and relocation of the proposed car park area further within John 

Wearn Reserve (located off Balaka Drive). This enables the parking area to 
be locked after hours and address the concerns raised by residents living 
opposite the reserve.  
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o Relocation of the John Wearn Reserve amenities block closer to Farnell 

Avenue to maximise passive surveillance whilst keeping a central location 
within the reserve.  

o Proposed Cricket nets location modified to allow additional space away from 

the playing field.  
 

19. Under the SCF funding agreement all specified works must be completed or 
substantially underway by December 2019. As per the Council resolution on the 
25 July 2018, detailed design work has commenced for implementation of the 
NSW Government SCF grant that will fund priority improvement works at John 
Wearn Reserve and floodlighting upgrades to North Rocks Park sporting fields. 
It is anticipated that the floodlighting works will be completed before the start of 
the 2019 winter sporting season to minimise disruption to sporting user groups.  

20. A public tender will be submitted to Council for consideration following detailed 
design of the landscape improvements within John Wearn Reserve. Subject to 
a successful tender being awarded the construction contract; it is anticipated 
that works would likely commence in John Wearn Reserve in May 2019.   

     
21. Following the implementation of the SCF works other Masterplan actions would 

be implemented progressively on the basis of identified priorities and subject to 
funding availability.  

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION FOR COUNCIL 
 
22. Stage 1 works will be fully funded under the NSW Government SCF grant in 

accordance with the Council Resolution dated 19 December 2016 and 
subsequent announcement on 7 April 2017. Funding of $2.5 million has been 
incorporated into Councils Operational Plans and has been allocated across 
three financial years with a planned completion date of December 2019.  

23. John Wearn Reserve carpark upgrade will be brought forward into stage one, 
with funds being secured through Section 94. 

24. The future of the Carlingford Library site is currently being actively investigated 
by Council. The North Rocks Precinct Masterplan proposes a potential library 
link with a new multipurpose community centre building located within North 
Rocks Park. Financial options for the Carlingford Library site will be subject to a 
further detailed Council report and feasibility study to be completed in 2019.  

25. Whilst the new multipurpose community centre is currently unfunded, the 
masterplan will place Council in a better position to seek funding through 
various Federal and State government grant programs.  

 
James Smallson 
Acting Service Manager Open Space & Natural Resources 
 
Bruce Mills 
Manager Place Services 
 
Jim Stefan 
Acting Director City Services 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
1ᶓ  North Rocks Park Precinct Masterplan Report 384 Pages  
2ᶓ  Carlingford Library Review Summary 3 Pages  
3ᶓ  Public Exhibition Community Feedback 7 Pages  
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